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THE

PREF A CE

Here cannot be a more proper Treatife in Na-

l ture for the Genius of a Nation famed for
LIBERTY #nor has a more memorable Inflance
ever bappen’'d of the glovious fland made in Defence of
it 5 the Conquerors themfelves may perbaps be the firff
that repent the dear Experience of ity and with greater
Reafon, than even thofe who were the Authors of their
Ruin, who fir{t drew them into a War, and after aban-
doned them to the Mercy of an enraged Prince, whofe
Perforn and Intereft they bad always oppofed, and from
whom not tie leaft glimpfe of Mercy could be hoped, “Such
an Example of afferting L1 B ERT Y maybe dangerons
12 Arbitrary Countries,by infpiring the Diftreffed to feck
Rediefs by Armsy rather than live under the perpetual
Slavery of Tiranmical Princes,

The very Refolution of the BARCELONIANS
tooked at fir$t fo Mad and Defperate, that People conld
net well belicve they were in Earnefty and their Enemies
flatter'd themfelves, that the first Bomb thrown ints the
Town would frighten them wnto Submiffion, but bave
fince been undecreved, and the World has frefh In.
stance of the Influence of LIBERTY Hpon gere=
rous Minds.

Examples of this kind are aeceffary to preferve
amongft Men the Love of that precious Fewel, and
guard thom cgainft the micked Defizns of a numerons
fet of Meny who are rerpetually bufie to enflave Man-

kind,



The PRBEFACE.

Rind, and are not afham'd to pervert the Sence of Holy
Scriptures to ferve their End, as if the Laws of every
Country were not the Meafure of the Obedience of the
Subjet, and that they were obliged to fetch them from
the Antediluvian Times, or deduce them from the
[ence they bave been pleafed to pur on fome Paffages in
tire Holy Writings.

The Clergy of Catalonia feem to underfland the
Scriptures much better than thefe pretended Divines,
at leaft with refpelt tothe Submiffion due to the Sove-
vaign 5 and being convinced that King Philip refolved
zo ﬁlppre/} Liberties, Laws, «nd Privileges, of which
bis refufal to Confirm them was a [ufficient Demonftration,
they thought themfelves obliged to join with the Laity
for the Defence of their Rightsy and die with them,
rather than be made Slaves.

A worthy Refolution which ought to raife the Emu-
lasion of all other Nations in the World.  The French
King, in bis Letter to the Cardinal de Noailles has
this Expreffion, Seldom has there been feen an Ex-
ample of Refiftance fo obftinate as that of the In-
habitants of Barcelona, and there was need of all
the Valour of my Troops, added to thofe of
Spain, to fubdue them. Bur in all his Engagements
with them, he never abandoned them when they affiffed
bim agaixft the King of Spain 3 nor did be ever give
up his Power of treating, till he bad made the moft
henourable Conditions for them ; tho’ they are now ftiled
Rebels by bim.
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OKg 3% Fer the Declaration of War againft
%5 “France and Spain, bearing Date the 4th
$ A N of May, 1702. one of the firlt AQiogs
SR G@XR of Importance, was the memorable Ex-
pedition made againft Cadiz, for as the
rifquing that Kingdom out of the hands of a
Prince of the Heufe of Bourbon, was the chief end
of taking up Arms ; fo nothing feemed fo much
the means to effe& it, as carrying the Scene into
that Kingdom, where the Succefs would have an-~
fwer’d the Views of all the feveral Branches of
the War.

Our Difappointment in this firt Defign con-
vinced us that the Spaniards, at leaft thofe of .4n-
dalufia, had not Vigour enough to think of fhaking
oft the French Yoke, and that Spsin was not to be

B re-
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reduced by Declaration. However, there was
hores, that another Place might be more culpable.
And confidering likewife that the conftant Diffl-
culties which atttend Defcents in an Enemies
Country, where the Hazard is ever great, and the
Succefs, at leaft, but uncertainy an Expedient
was therefore thought of, whereby we might gain
an lnlet or Key into the Kingdom, and a conve-
piency to land our Troops to carry on the War
with a profpe&t of Succefs, and this was by ene
gaging Portngal in an Alliance with us 5 which was
happily effeéted, tho’ no means was left uneflayed
by France to overthrow it.

By this Treaty of Alliance, among other
Things, it was ftipulatedy That the Arch. Duke
Charles, being undeniably entitled to the Spani(h
Monarchy, by virtue of a Renunciation from the
Emperor his Father, and from the King of the
Romans his elder Brother, fhould come in Perfon
to Lisbon, attended by a Royal Fleet, and an
Army of 12000 Men, two thirds Englifhy and one
Dutch, to which the King of Porrugal was to join
13000 Portugueze, at the Expence of the Allies,
and 15000 more at his own.

In this manner a Scheme was laid by the Mini-
fters at home, for a vigorous profecution of the
War in Spain- and their part of it performed, by
fending his Catholick Majefty, ( who had before
been Proclaimed at Pienna ) to Portugal, after his
arrival in England, according to the Terms of the
Treaty, without lofs of time; for King Charles
Landed at Portfmouth about the latter end of Ds-
cember 1703. and notwith{tanding the feveral de-
lays occafioned by the Winds, yet he was con-
veyed to Liston by the Confederate Fleet, by the
end of February.

That
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That part of the War which King Charles had
a fhare of in Portugal is almoft Foreign to this
Defign, and indeed very little was done to have
any mention at all : In Fune 1712. the Farl of
Peterborongh arrived at Lubon from England, with
3 Body of 7000 Men, befides Marines, on Board
the Grand Fleet.

That the Reader may better underftand the de-
fign of this Expedition, it will not be improper to
obferve, that the Kingdoms of Asragon and Caftile,
tho’ united fo long ago by the Marriage of Ferdi-
nand and Ifabella, {till preferve their ancient Enmi-
ties 5 and the Cafilians, fince the Death of King
Charles 11. had efpounfed the French Intereft with 2
warmth little expected from a Nation formerly of
fo different an Intereft, which Motive alone was
a fofficient Reafon for the People of Arvagon to
with well to the Title of the Houfe of Auftria.

Thus under the name of Arragon is contain’d,
not only, the antient Kingdom {o “called, but like-
wife that of Valenciay and the Principality of
Catalonia : The Valencians were very well inclin’d,
but the Catalonians gave fuch Indications of their
Zeal for their Lawful Sovereign, that Queen Anne,
by the Advice of Her Miniftry, thought fit to
difpatch Mr. Crow, who had great Intereft and
Credit with the States of the Principality , to
Treat with them about a Revolution, in which
that Gentleman ufed a great deal of Dexterity
and good Condué, and for his Afliftance, and the
Encouragemert of the People, had the following
Credential Letter.

B2 ANNE
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« ANNE, by the Grace of God, Queen of
Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender
of the Faith, &c. To the moft Nluftrious,
moft Noble, and moft Excellent Lords, Dukes,
Marquifles, Earls, Barons, Nobles, Gentlemen,
Magiftrates of Towns Governors of Places,
and to ali Officers Civil and Military whatfo-
ever, as well of the Principality of Catalonia,
as of any other Province in Spain, to whom
thefe Prefents may come, Greeting. Having
Arm'd Ourfelves in Defence of the Liberties of
Enrope, in order to reduce the Exorbitant
Power of Framce, and difappoint Our Neigh-
bours Aims at Univerfal Monarchy, We have
with great Satisfaction been inform’d, that as
you were ever zealous in afferting your Liber-
ties, fo at this time you brook with juft lndig-
nation the French Toke impofed upon you, and
are determined, as becomes Men of Refolution,
to thake it off.  Wherefore, We have thought
convenient to fend you our Trufty and Well-
beloved Mitford Crow, Ef]; already known to
fome of you, who will iaform Us of your pre-
fent Difpofitions, and confirm you in the pro.
fecution of fo Glorious a Defign; for which
Purpofe We have given him full Power and
Authority to treat and aé with you in all fuch
Particulars as may be thought conducive to the
perfection of this egregious Work ; not doubt-
ing therefore but his Arrival will be very grate-
ful, We fhall only defire you would give ear to
thofe Propofals, and depend upon thofe Pro-

¢ mifes he fhall make you in Our Name.

Given at Our Palace at Sr. James's this
mth Day of March, in the Yeir. of
Our Lord 1703, and of Our Reignthe
Third. And
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And that nothing might be left unattempted
towards the Redulion of Spain, the Earl of
Peterborough was fent with the 7500 Land Forces
on Board the Grand Fleet already mentioned,
to carry the War into another Part of ihat Mo-
narchy, whilft my Lord Galway was a&ing on the
Side of Poitugal, to improve thofe Advantages
that were reafonably hoped tor from the good ine
clinations of a Warlike People, who as they had
been ever vigorous in the Defence of their Own
juft Liberties, fo were now no lefs aftive in af=
ferting the Rights of their Lawful Vovereign 5 and
to their Honour it muft be faid, that they madea
much better Figure in this War than any other
part of Spain, fo much Virtue does a Notion of
Liberty infpire.

The Fleet and Forces proceeded directly to-
ward Barcelona (having firft fet Major General
Ramos Baffet a Shore at Denia to begin the Con-
queft of Palencia) and arrived there the 12th of
Auguft 1705. with his Catholick Majefty on
Board, who receiving daily freth Aflurances from
the People of Cataloniza of their entire Affe&tion
for his Service, was very prefliag to have the
Forces landed, and the Siege uudertaken, whilft
the zealous People flock’d to hit, bringing all
manner of Refrefhments for the Army.

In the firft Council of War (A«zuft 16) the
Generals came to a Refoletion that the Siege
could not, with any mannsr of hopes of Succefs,
be undertaken. In the fecond Couacil of War,
on the 22d, the Earl of Peterborongh diflented
from the reft of the Generals in their Opinion,
and gave the Reafons following,

A 3 4t Re-
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““ Becaufe I am fenfible that the Queen, my
Miftrefs, befides the Engagements of Treaties,
and the Motives of publick Intereft, has a moft
particular and tender Friendfhip for the King
of Spain; thercfore, as I think it Expedient
to pay him the utmoft Refpe@, in complying
as tar as poflible with his Defires, in any At-
tempt, wherein there is the leaft hopes of Suc-
cefs, after having, as in Duty bound, with all
Sincerity and Plaiunefs reprefented to him the
Dfficulties and Hazards, to which he expofes
his Intereft, and the Troops of the Queen and
her Allies.

¢ Becaufe that his Majefty perfiting with fo
much firmnefs in his Opinion about Barcelona,
upon a belief the Town would furrender if a
Breach was made: This may create fome Dif-
pute in the World, what might have been the
Event, which nothing but Experience can de-
monftrate, whatever Reafons fome may have to
judge the contrary, and it may be thought by
fome our Duty to have tried the Experiment,
tho’ at the greateft hazard.

¢ Laftly, becaufe no other Reafon, but plain
difobedience to her Majefty’s Orders fhould
have hindred me from complying with
any Commands, that came from his Catholick
Majefty. But the Queen has repeatedly com-
manded me, in all my Inftructions, to be gui-
ded in Councils of War by a Majority, even
in exprefs Words, in thofe Cafes, where the
Kings of Spain and Portugal, or their Minifters,
fhould offer any thing in Writing to me; which
Orders  communicated to his Catholick Ma-
jefty, as all my other Inftre@ions, and I had

" oiten opportuiity of repeating them before

““ the
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S the Minifters of the King of Spain, the King of
“ Portugal, and the Englifh and Durch Amballa-
¢ dor and Envoy. Being thus fetter’d by fuch
¢« pofitive Orders, which 1 muft comply with,
¢ this has again made me offer the King’s Pro-
¢ pofals about Barcelona, and ufe my utmoft Efe
 forts to gain the confent of a Council of War 3
* declaring then, as I donow, that I would moft
* willingly engage in any attempt, which could
¢¢ have been agreed to in a Council of War, ha-
¢ ving reccived his Majefty aboard the Fleet, with
* a Reiolution to ferve andobey him in all things
“ in my Power.

In the Council of War of the 25th, the Ge-
nerals remained firm in their Opinion of the ha-
zard of the Siege, and the Earl of Peterborough
in his Refolution for undertaking it; but on the
26th they all came to the following Refolution in
Council.
¢ Since theKing of Spair is refolved to lay the
whole ftrefs of his Affairs upon muking an At-
tempt on Barcelona for eighteen Days, ({pecify'd
in his Letter to us) notwithftanding all our un-
anfwerable Arguments to the contrary at three
feveral Councils of War, and tho’ we have rea.
fon to fear the refult will too much juttify our
Opinions, yet in regard that our General, the
Earl of Peterborongh, has comply’d with the
King’s defire, as likewife the Brigadiers St.
Amant and Stanbope, and that we are extreamly
prefled to do the fame by the King and his
Minifters, who flill continue to give pofitive
affurance of their Intelligence from the Place,
being refolved that no blame be imputed to us.
¢ We are willing to comply with the King’s de-
* fire for the abovementioned Attempts; tho’ at

Boa “ thre
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¢ the fame time we muft exprefs our Concern, that
¢ this Undertaking will debar vsof all future Ser-
vices for this Cawpaign.
¢ It is evident to this Council of War, by the
Demands from the Envineers, and the Opinions
of all the General Officers, that this Attempt
cannot be made with lels than five thoufand Men
on Duty every Day, to Work and Guard the
Trenches 3 that of this Number our Army, not
exceeding feven thoufand Men, including
the eleven hundred Marines, befides the
Dragoons and Guards, cannot furnifh above
two thoufand five hundred 3 That this Service
abfolutely requires two thoufand five hundred
Me:n daily out of the Flect and Miquelets, and
we defire the Admirals (having promis’d their
utmoft Affiitance) to let us kinow whether they
can furnifh fifteen hundred Men per Day. And
whereas they have promis’d to aflift this Under-
takicg with fifty two Battering Guns, it is un-.
derftood, all things thereunto Eelonging muit
be furnifhed with the Gunnrers and Men.
The next Day the Earl of Pererborough wrote
the following Letter to the Prince of Hefle.
ry O HE Council of War baving refolved to facri-

fice their Lives, their Judgment, and the Inte-
reft of their Country, tothe King’s sibfolute Commands,
wupon Affurancethar the Country People will concur with
us in all the Offices of War, provided they be paid, ard
thotthe Fleer will likewife give us their ntmost Affitance,
the Engineers have demnanded five thoufand Men a Lay,
ar leafly for carvying on the Works and Guard of the
Trenchss, And we bave fent vur Council of War to
the Flags to demand a very reafcaable Affiflance from
themy mhnch will nor oblige the fame Men to above two
LDays Work duting thi wholé Enterprize 5 and we do

not

o
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st in the leaft doubt of their agreeing to our Propo~
fition. Whereforey fince Monfienr Paquena affures u’
that the prefens Number of the Miquelets amounts to
three thoufand, we entrear youwr Hishnefs to give Or.
ders that a Thoufand Men may come immedsately to
the Camp, to be in readinefs to work with us in the
Trenchesy and that your Highnefs will think how they
may be relieved, and we (hall take Care tolodge them
either in the Houfes, or fome other way snder our
Tents and Sails. I defire your Highnefs’s Anfwer
being very fincrely, &c.

At another Council of War the 28th of Au
guft, all thefe Refolutions was overthrown by the
Opinion of the Generals, and it was agreed ta
embark the Troops for Savoy ; but King Charles
taking an unalterable Refolution to ftay by his
Catalans, from whom he had received all the
Mu.rks of Loyalty that were yet poflible for them
to fhew, and to whom he had promis’d fo much :
This his Majefty’s firmnefs, I fay, produced a
Change in the Meafures ; nothing was more grie-
vious to him, than the Thoughts of abandoning
a People who had fhewn fuch a voluntary Attach
to his Service, and from whom he alone expeted
to make his way to the Spaxifh Throne, His Ma-
jefty aflayed every way uvpon the Temper cf the
Generals, and even the moft earnelt Intreaties
were not wanting. ThePrince of Hefle was like-
wifeordered to write to Sir Cloudfley Shovel, from
whom his Majelty had yet fome Hopes.

Honourable Sir,
I{ IS Catholick Majefly being in the greateft
Trouble in the World 1o find my Lord Peterbo-
rough, again refolved to leave this Enterprize, hath
his only veconrfeto you, bearing bis Majejiy declared
that
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that if kis Lovdfbip berfifts in his Refolutson to go away
that buis Majefty finding that without yeafon his Crown
and [o good Subjelts fhall be facrificed; is refolved to flay
With them happen what will 5 thus I must acquaint

on with ity in Hopes that you will never permir fuch
a crucl Abandoning, and te take your Meafures ace
cording : The King begs it of you as the last Favour,
and intreats you in the most [ubmifs Manner, to find
out & way that his Majefty may not be the Sacrifice of
Fools aud Knaves. 1 am with all Truth,

S IR,
Your moft Humble and Obedient Servant}
George P. of Hefle.

This was followed by another Letter the next
Day.

From the Camp, Sept. 9. 1705, V. S.

Honourable Sir,

INCE the Land-Officers are fo difpos’d now 2o

depart of their last Kefolution, and the King finde
ing bimfelf oblig’d in Honour and in Confcience not to
abandon (o good Subjects, which have demonfirated to
bim all the Zeal imaginable, more than the two Thirds
of the Country baving pur themfelves under the Obedi-
ence of their Lawful King, fothat be can by no means
{eave them to their utmoft Ruin, as His Majesty has
fiznified to Day to my Lord Peterborough, defiring
of him [ome Expedient, and being very willing to
follow his Advice, 1 believe the only way which is left -
33y That my Lord may be difpofed to follow the Refolu-

tions taken by a Conncil of War for a March, as yos
are
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are inform’d without dowbt, [uch as have been taken te
make ourfelves Masters of Tarragona, to keep the
Dutch with us, and then to cxtend our Winter Quar«
ters to Tortofa, and even into Valencia, as Occafur
would permit.  This His Majefty deftres of you to in=
terpofe with bis Lordfhip to come to a Determination
bow far be can affist bis Majeity in this 5 which Favour
His Majefly will efteems as the moft particular, and the
only Expedient left to conferve fome Hopes of being
put inthe Poffeffion of the Crown of Spain. 1, inmy
Particular, wifh nothing fo much as to fhow, snall Oc=
caftons, how much Iam,

Honourable Sir,
Your mofft Humble and Obedient “ervant,
George P. of Hefle.

An Expedient was now propofed, fince they
faw the King’s paflionate Refolution to ftay by the
Catalans, which was to March the Forces to Tarra-
gona, and extend their Quarters to Tortefa, and
even to Valencia: To this his Majefty readily a-
greed, any Projeét being acceptable to him, rather
than defert a People who had, with the greateft
hazard, fo zealoufly exprefled theirLoyalty to him;
and therefore fent his Agreement thereto in the
following Tranfcript to the the Earl of Perer-
borongh,

My Lord Earl of Peterborough,
I Accept the Offer you make me, [eeing, by the Refo-
Iutions of the Councils of War, there remains no-
thing elfe to [upport me in Spain 5 fo that I affure yon
1 [hall vemain poficive in the Refolution of Marching
nto
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into the Country, being what you may take upon your
felf, and jufifyir, becanfe the Conncil of War bad de-
termin’d upont it.  For the reft of the Difpofitionsy and
Particularity of the March, and of further Defigns to
be form'd, they will be eafily regulated by yor, and
thofe Perfoas that 1 will appoint to affift you of nzy Part,
repsfing an entire Truft in you, ana the Zeal you ex-

prefs for my Service.

Sign’d,
From the Camp before Charles,
Barcelona, Sept. George P. of Hefle.

10. N. S. 1705,

There are many other Letters and Papers rela-
tive to the War ; but I only fingle out thofe which
have the neareft relation to the People of the
Country, fo far as it may fhew their general good
Difpofition to a Prince of the Houfe of Aufiria,
and upon what Confiderations they were engaged
to fo inviolable a Refolution as they have fince
fhown.

And as it may be thought a neceflary part of
this Work, to give fome Account of the real
Tranfadtions on this important Occafion, as well as
thofe Circumftances which relate to the People
only, 1 fhall take an Opportunity to doit, by
Printing fome Letters from Sir Cloxdfley to the
Prince and Council, that contain many Things
material on both Heads, Dated Sepr. 10. 170%.
before Barcclona,

Gent,
INCE onrlaff of the 3d vltima, which we fent
by the Swift Sloop o Altea, Copy of which, with
the Refult of two Councils of War [ent with it, were of
the 21ft of July, theother of 1he 2d of Anguft, comes
inclofed,
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inclofed. Purfuant to our Council of War onthe 5th
of Augult, we [ail’d from Altea, the Prince of Hefle
went on Board wy Lord Durlley, being a clean Ship,
who with two fmall Frigats was fent before us to the Coaft
of Catalonia, that we might be truly informed of the
Difpofition of the Pesple of that.Countryy and to know hop
far they could be Serviceable to us inthe Redution of Bar-
celona, which we beard by the People of Valencia, was
providing again§t onr coming there. We Likewife [ent
Captain Loads in the Ovford, with three or four Ships,
and Two Bomb-ketebes, to Denia, o Wall'd Town, with
a Castle upon an Hill of about 20 Guns, to fummon it
and afier be badthreatned, and brought bis Bomb. ketches
and Ships to beary in order to Fire upon the Town, the
People obliged the Governour to forfake the Town, and
admtred of a Governour , Adajor-General Ramos
Buflct, fent bythe King of Spain, with Caprain Loads,
and the Magifirates and Chief of the Citizens tosk an
Oath of Fideliry to King Charles the Second,

W E continued our Courfe for Barcelona, ufing the
greatest Dilicence that was poffible for {uch a Sort of
miferable Sailors as we bad amongst the Tranfports, but
the Wind and Weather favouring us, we got to Anchor
near that City the 11th vltimo in the Forenoony the
Prince of Hefle wasnot berey bus the Place was pitch’d
upon for Landing, and fome Marines and others were
by my Lord Petcrborow’s Direttion embark'd in onr
(mall Frigats and Boats for that Purpofe 5 but it was
tate before they conld make a right Difpofitiony and
therefore my Lovd divected they [hould be kepe 1n the
[mall Frigats, in order to be Landed next Morning.
Sunday the 12th the Army Landed, and the Prince of
Helle came Time enough to ger afhore with them.
There was no manner of Oppofition, not [o much a4 a
Mufquet fired tointerrupt onr Landing, and the People
in the Neighbenring Towns and lirtle Villages kee}; in

tnew
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their Habitations, and esteem ws their Friends, andthe
Garrifon their Enemies, We Landed from the Fleet of
our Ships Complement about 1150, which were all Ma-
vines.

On the 19th his Lordfhip call’d a Council of War of
Flag Officers, and acquainted Us the Land-Generals
were Unanimous of Opinion not to attempt Barcelona,
but were mighty defirous the Fleet fhould carry them ra
Italy. The Flags bad onr Initrullions before them,
and were of Opinion, that they were intended chiefly
Jor artempting Barcelona and Cadiz, and that if we
found not a [uitable Return from the Catalans, that
even then We are to endeavonr the Redultion of other
Places om the Coast of Spain, and that if any Troops
could be fpaved from Services it Spain, 1t would be
highly acceptable if they conld be employed on any Ser=
vice for the Good of the Duke of Savoy, and therefore
they cawe to ant unanimons Refolution, to attempt [omes
thing, the' with hazard, baving Landed the Forces at
Barcelona,

Thereft of this Letter relates to the Councils of
War, and other Points already mentioned. ‘

In the mean time a fudden Refolution was taken
to Attack Fort Montjuick, which was carried with
very little lofs, and by a favourable Accident:
Which brings me to the latter part ot Sir Cloud/ley’s
Letter.

BUT tke 3d in the Morning my Lord Peterbarow,
witi part of the Army, attack’d Montjic, and car-
vied the Out-works, and on the 6th a Magazine in
the Caftle blowed ur, and our People in the Out-wor ks
taking the Opporsunity of the Confufion of the Enemy,
Jorc’d into the Caftle, and poffefPd ir, making all the
Enemy toat werein it Prifonersof War, In the Ar-
rack made on the Ont-works of the Caftle, among
atkersy the Prince of Helle was Slain, very much la-

mented
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mented by ms ally bur more efpecially by the People of
this Country.

AFTER we had poffe[sSd the Out-works, bis
Lordfhip acquainted us the 4th Inftant, by a Memorial,
Thar sf any thing made it poffible o take the Town of
Barcelona, it was to carry on the Attack of the Town,
and therefore defired the Succours promis’d in the Coun-
cil of War of the 27th ult. & alfe abous Forty Guns
from the Fleet, 24 and 18 Pounder:, and the Affiftance
of the Fleet in a Bombardment and Cannonading 3
and we unanimonfly came to the Refolutions, to [end
Men afkore to Barcelona Town.  And accordingly the
Troops and Guns, with their Appurtenances, &c. and
about 180 Rounds of Shot for each Gun y avd they are
now afhore, as alfo the 10 Brafs 24 Pounders belong-
sng to the Train 5 all which Guns are to be play'don a
Bartery near the Towny and we hope to fee the good
Effeit of them in a very litrle Time.

Britannia be fore Barcelona, O&ob. 12. 1705.

Gent.

T HIS brings his Royal Highnefs an Account of

our Proceedings fince my laff of the 1oth of
Sept. whtch was fent by Capt. Bediord in the Neptune
Galley, homeward-bound from Leghorn.

T HE 1uth ult. we ordered Three of the Youngeft
Captasns that bad not taken Poft, and Six Licutenants,
to Command by Turns the Gunners of the Fleet that
were employ'd in the Batteries afhove, and 10 Night we
began 1o Bombard the City of Barcelona from the
Bowmb Veffels of the Flees.

THE 12th one of our Barteries afhore began to
Fire, and did confiderable Damages to the Enemy, by
difmonnting their Cannon,

THE
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“ T HE 16th bis Catholick Majefly acquainted me,
That the Town and Caftle of Tarragona ffill beld out
wgainft bim, but that it was block’d up by fome of his
good Subjeits of the Country thereabouts, and defir’d
they might be furnifli’d with fome Guns, Powder, Small-
fhot and Arms, to enable them to reduce it, and a
Frigat or two to Countenance them. And I ordered
Foskr Guns with Ammunition &c. on Board 1he Roe-
Buck, and Pheenix Firefhip, and [ent them thither,
the Earl of Peterborow having defir'a that fome Nine
Pounder Guns might be Landed, which were fitter and
more manageable for difmounting the Enemies Guns
I accordinply ordered Six of that Nature to be Landed,
with ali Materials proper for them.

T HE 17th our great Bartery of Thirty Guns was
opened, and Faurteen of them began to Play with very
great Executicn upen that Part of the Wall where the
Breach was defiyn’d.  The Earl of Peterborow came
aboard, and veprcfented to us the great Neceffity he
labour’d under for want of Money for Subfijting the
Armyy and carvying on the Siege of Barcelona, and
Services in Catalonla, and in very preffing Circum-
Stances deji’d the Affiffance of the Fleety upon which
ottr FlagOfficers came to the folliwing Refolstion, To
Lend the Earl of Peterborow Forty Thoufand Dollars
out of tize Contingent and fhort Lilowance Money of the
Flece,

THE 19th we came to the Refolution, To con-
tinue longer before Barcelona than had at firft been re-
flv’d sy to give what Affiffance they could y and lay a
Fireftip afbore mear the Avfenal with 209 Barrels of
Gunpewder.  And a fuvther Demand being made for
Guns for the Batterics, we Landed Fourvicen more,
wwhch made up in all Seventy two Guusy wheveof Thirty
were Trmenty four Feaders, that we Lanced lere with
tieir Uienlls and dugminition. 3¢ conlinne t2 .J'iam-Y

vare
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bard the Town from the Sea, as our fmall Store of Shells
and the Weather will permit.

T HE 20tha Demand was made for more Shot, and
we call’d rogether the Englith Flag-Officers, and came
to the Refolution, To Supply the Batteries with all
the 24 and 18 Pound Shot in the Fleet; except 40
Pounds.

The 22d thé Prince of Lechenftien and the Earl of
Peterborow having defired, at the Request of his Ca=
tholick Majesty, that the Town of Lerida might for its
Security be furnif’d with abeus Fifty Barrels of Powder,
and & further Supply of Shet being demanded for the Bat=
teries. afborey it was confider’d at a Council of War,
and we came to the following Refolutions.

I. To furnifb 50 Barrels of Powder for Lerida, and
to fend fo many more 24 and 18 Pound Shot afhore as
wonld reduce the Englith to 30 Rounds 3 as likewife to
be farther Affiffant upon timely Notice,

The 23d at Night cur Breach being made, and all
Things prepared for an Attack, the Town was agsin
Summon’d, and they defired to Capitularey and Hofta-
ges were exchang'd; on our Side Brigadier Stanhope,
and on the Enemies the Marqusfs de Rivera and all
Hoftages ceasd,

The 26th bis Catholick Majefly having fecret Notice
given bim, that the Garrifon of Tarragona mould fir-
render wpon Shew of a Defign of Cannonading or Bom-
barding the Place, the Antelope, Garland, and one
of the Bomb.-Veffels, were fent thither, with Orders 1o
take with them the Roebuck and Pheenix, and 10 Sum-
mon the Place, and require them ro preclaim the King,
and [end their Magiftrates to pay Obedience to his M-
The 27th the Canterbury came 20 us from Lisbon.
The Firft Inflant, at a Council of War, we came to the
Refolutions.

G A Ex
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1. To Tran[pors the Enemies Garrifon by Sea, and
leave & Winter Squadron in the Streights.

The 2d the Cruizer arrived here from England,
and brought with her his Royal Highne[s's Orders of the
20th of Aupully for fupplying the Ships of the States
Gencral with Provsy...s

To- Day bhis Catholick Majefly fignified to me by Let-
ters, that his good Subjets had [eized the Fortrefs and
Pafs of Girone apon the Fronticrs of Catalonia to-
wards Provence,

The 3d in the Afternoon the Citizens of Barctlona
rofe upon the Garrifon, and had certainly murdered the
Vice-roy, and the Adherents of the Duke of Anjou, bad
they not defired the Proteltion of my Lord, and the
Armyy who prefently marched into the City 5 and his
Lordfbip took the Vice-roy and feveral others into bis
Proteltion, and carried them to his Quarters witheut
the City, but could not linder the pillaging andrifling a
great many Houfes of thofe that were Enemses to King
Charles the Third.  In the Evening his Lordfhip came
aboard, and brought with him the Vice.roy, and feveral
other Perfons of Qualsty.

The sth Captain Cavendilh in the Antelope, with
the Frigats and Bomb-Viffels, return’d to us from Tar-
v~ _ona where be (ummon’d the Town, and npon their
ve/ufing to furrender, fired fome Guns and Bombs into
ita and they put ont a Flag of Truce, and Two of their

g eptrates came aboard, and [aid they had [ecured the
Governour and Place for King Charles the Third; and
immediately & Captain of the King of Spain’s, ard Six
Hundred Miquelets who were about ity entered the
Town,

The Vice-roy fearing the incenfed People, has defired
the Garvifon may be tranfported by Sea, and we are get-
ring them abmrd Jome of the Men of War that ftay be-
bindy and [orvie of the Tranfports s they first of all de-

fired
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fired to be [et afhore to the Eastward 5 but bearing that
this Country is entirely in the Hands of King Charles
the Third, (except Rofes,) and not thinking themfelves
fafe in any Part of Catalonia, they would now be land-
ed near Malaga Almeria, or Parts thereabouss,

This News was very acceptable in England
and with it came the following Letters to the
Queen.

King Charles’s Letter to the Queen of Great-Britain.

Madam my Sifter,

I Shonid not bave beex [o longy Zer 1 did my felf the
Honour te repeat the Affurances of my fincere Re=
Jpeéts to you, had not I waited for the good Occafion,
which 1 now acquaint vou with, That the City of Bar-
celona is furrendred to me by Capitulation.” I doube
oty but you will veceive this grear News with intire
Satisfailion y as well, becanfe this happy Succefs is the
Effect of your Arms always glorions, as from che pure
Motives of that Bounty and Paternal Affeition you have
for me, and for every thing which may contribate to the
-ddvancement of my Insereff.

1 muft do this Fuftice to all the Oficers and common
Soldiers, and particularly to my Lord Peterborough,
That be has fhewn in this whole Expedition a Conftancy,
Bravery, and Conduil, worthy of the Choi.e thar your
Majefty bas made of himy and that he could no way:
give me better Satisfaition, than he has, by the grea
Zeal and Application, which he has equaily teflified for
my Intercfty and for the Service of my Perfon.” I om:
the fame Fuftice to Brigadier- Stanhope for Lis grea
Zeal, Vigilance. and very wife Condutt, which be ba.
given Proofs of upon all Occafions : As alfo 1o all you

C 2 Officer
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Officers of the Fleet, particularly to your worthy Admi-
ral Shovely affuring your Majefty thar he has affifted
me in this Expedition with an inconceiveable Readinefs
and Application, and that no Admiral will be ever ber=
ter able to render me greater Satisfaltion, than he has
dome. During the Siege of Barcelona, fome of your
Majefty’s Ships, with the Affiftance of the Froops of the
Country, have reduced the Town of Tarragona, and
the Officers are made Prifoners of War. The Town of
Girone has been taken as the fame time by Surprize, by
the Troops of the Country. The Town of Lerida has
[ubmitted, as alfo that of Tortofa upon the Ebro; fo
that we have taken all the Places of Catalonia, except
Rofes. Some Places in Arragon near Sarragofa
bave declar'd for me, and the Garrifon of the Cafile of
Denia in Velencia bave maintain’d their Poft, and re-
puls'd the Enemy s 4oc of the Enemies Cavalry have
entred into our Service, and a great Number of their
Infantry bave deferted.

Thisy, Madam, is the State that your Arms, and the
Inclination of the People have put my Affairsin. I is
unneceffary to tell you, what [fops the Courfe of thefe
Conguestss, it is not the Seafon of the Year, nor the
Enemyy thefe are no Obstacles to your Troops, who de-
fire nothing more than to alt under the Condull that your
Majesty has appointedthem, The taking of Barcelona
with [0 fmall a number of Troops is very remarkables and
what has been done in this Seige is almoft withous Ex=
ample 5 Thas with 7 or 8000 Men of your Troops, and
200 Migueless, we fhould furronnd and invest a Place,
that 30000 French could not block up.

After a March of 13 Hours, the Troops climb’d up
the Rocks and Precipices, to attack a Fortification
[tronger than the Place, which the Earl of Peterborow
has fent you a Plan of : Two Generals with the Grena-
diers attack’d it Sword in Hand. In which Aition the

Prince
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Prince of Hefle died glorioufly, after fo many brave
Attions : I hope his Brother and his Family will always
bave your Majefty’s Proteition. With 800 Men they
forc’d the Cover’d Way, and all the Intrenchments and
Works, one after another till they came to the last Work
which furrounded it, against 00 Men of regular Troops
which defended the Place, and a Reinforcement they
bad receiv’d 5 and three Days afterwards we became
Mafters of the Place. We ajterwards attack’d the Town
on the fide of the Caftle. Welanded again our Cannon
andthe other Artillery, with inconceiveable Tronble, and
Jormed two Camps distant from each other three Leagues,
against a Garrifon almoit as numerons as our Army,
whofe Cavalry was double the Stremgth of ours, The
Tirst Camp was fo well intrenc’d, that it was defended
by 2000 Men and the Dragoons, whilit we atrack’d the
Town with our vest of the Troops. The Breach being
made, we prepar’d to make a general Affanlt with all
the Army. Thefe are Circumitances, Madam, which
distingusfh this Action perbaps from all others.

Here bas happened an unforefeen Accident : The
Cruelty of the pretended Vice-roy, and the Report [pread
abroad, that be would take away the Prifoners contrary
to Capitulation, provoked the Burghers and fome of the
Country People, to take up Arms against the Garrifon,
whilst they were bufie in packing up their Baggage,
which was to be fent away the next day s fo that every
thing tended to Slaughter : But your Majefly’s Troops,
entring into the Town with the Earl of Peterborough,
inftead of [eeking Pillage, a Praitice common upon fz%cb
Occafions, appeafed the Tumult, and bave [aved the
Town, and evew ihe Lives of iheir Enemies, with a
Difcipline, and Generofisy without Example,

What vemains is, thar Ireturn you my most bearty
Thanks for fending fo great a Fleet,” and [uch good and
valiant Troops to my Affistance.  After [0 happy a Be-

C3 ginmng,
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ginning, I bave thought it proper, accovding to the Sen-
timents of your Gewerals and Admirals, to fuppors by my
Prefence the Conquests that we have made, and to (hew
my Subjeits, fo Affetionate to my Perfon, that I cannot
abandor them.  Ireceive fuch Succours from your Ma-
jesty, and from your generous Nationy that I am loaded
with your Bountiesy and am not a little concern’d to
think, that the Support of my Interest fhould canfe fo
great an Expence.  Buty Madam, I [acrifice my Pera
fony and my Subjetls in Catalonia expofe alfo their
Lives and Fortunesy upon the Affurances they have of
Your Majefty’s generons Protetion. Tour Majesty and
your Council knows better than we do, what is neceffary
Jor our Confervation. We [hall then expel® your Ma-
JE5EY’s Succours, with an entive Confidence in your Bounty
and Wifdom. A further Force is neceffary; we give
no [mall Diverfion to France, and withous doubr they
will make their utmost Efforts against me, as foon as
poffible 5 bur I am [atisfied, that the fame Efforts will
be made by sy Aliies to defend me.  Your Goodnefs,
Madany inclines you, and your Pawer enables you, to
fuppore thofe, that the Tyranny of France would opprefs.
All thar 1 can infinuase 1 your Wifdom and that of yonr
Alleesy is, that the Forces employ'd in this Country,
will not be wnproficable to the Publick Good, but will be
under an Obligation and Neceffity 1o at withthe utmost
Figoir againit the Enemy. I awm,

With an izviclible Afeltion, Refpect, and moft
Sincere dcknowledgment,

,f'}c_frz the Comp as Madam7 my Si&ﬂ‘,
Dentabefore Bar-
aeicnay che 224

of Girct. 1705, Your moft Affetionste Brothe,

CHARLES.
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A Letter to Her Majesty from Junta of the Military
Arm of Catalonia.

Sacred Royal Majesty,

T HE Principality of Catalonia being free from
the heavy Yoke fuffered by the violent Op-
preflion of France, and reftor’d to the Center of
its Felicity, under the eafy and defired Dominion
of our adored Monarch Charles I1l. (who God pro-
te&) whereunto your Majefty has been pleas’d to
contribute fo powerfully by the Forces of your
Crown, is indifpenfably obliged, proftrate at the
Royal Feet of your Majefty, to an Eternal Acknow-
ledgment of fo foveraign a Favour, with repeated
Thanks to your Majefty for the Quality, Number,
and Goodnefs of the Troops which have aéted with
fingular Regularity, punctual Obedience, and in-
imitable Valour ; as alfo for the Choice of the Ge-
neral, my Lord the Earl of Peterborough, who coma
mands them, fince there is none that can exceed
him in Valour, and few who can equal him in un.
derftanding the Art of War.: His Difcretion,
Affability, and Gentlenefs, are the attra&ive Load-
ftone of the Hearts of the Catalonians, who love
and refpe@ him for his Perfon, and for his Cha-
racter of your Majefty’s General ; and kope from
your Majefty’s Goodnefs, and the generous Strength
of the Exglifh Nation, a Continuation, with the
greateft Efficacy of effectual Succours, for main-
taining the Principality under the gentle Dominion
of our King and Lord, and for promoting the great
Work of reftoring him to the Throne of his An.
ceftors.

Ca Thy:
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Thus all our Felicity, aad the Quicet of Exrope,
will be owing to the glorious Conduét and fove-
raign Diredion of your Majefty. God prote& the
Sacred Royal Perfon of your Majefty as we defire,
ahd is neceflary for us.

From the Camp of Sarria, mear Barcelona, Oftober
the 23d. 1705.
ar Your Majeity’s Feet

The Junta named by the King,
our Lord, of the Military Arm
of Catalonia.

A Letter to ber Majefly from the City of Vich.

Madan:z,

E ihould be wanting to the Law of good
Vaflals to our King and Natural Lord Don
Carales the Third {who God prote&) if we did not
veturn your Royal Mzjefty the Thanks due to you,
(as we do hereby give the fame) for having fa-
voured him 1a rhe Conqueft of this Principality,
with the powerful Fleot govern’d by the moft Ex-
cellent the Earl of FPeterberough, General by Sca
aid Land ; who by his great Zeal, Direftion, Con.
ftancy and Valonr, Maftering all Difficulties, and
overeomning Impofiibilitics, wiich prefented them-
ielves in the Enterprife ; has obrained a glorious
Trinmph over the Caftle and Fort of AMontjuich,
and over the City of Barcelona, and with it over
the reff of the Priacipality ; we do therefore re-
pear to vour Maiefty our juft Acknewledgment,
afuriug vour Majelty, That as this good Fortung
flis us with Joy and Acclamation, fo it does muc
afflisy
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affli& us, that the Diftance between your Court,
and this City, deprives us of the Accomplifhment
of our Defires, which is perfonally to throw our
felves at the Feet of your Majefty, as we do by this
Letter execute it with cordial Affe@ion, there
being none fo much concern’d in this fingular
Eaterprife as this City and our felves. May your
Majefty enjoy repeated Congratulations, fince it
has been your Arms that has placed our Catholick
Monarch on the Throne of this Principality. And
we hope, that in what he has farther to do, for
conquering the Monarchy, Your Majefty’s Royal
Protection will not be wanting to him, whereon
we rely for Succefs ; We befeech God to prote&t
Your Majefty’s Perfon as is neceflary.

Madam,
Vich, Octob. 24. 1705.
Your Royal Majesty’s

most oblig’d humble Servants,
‘The Counfellors of the City of Vich.

A Letter from the City of Barcelona to ber
Britannick AMajesty.

Sacred and Royal Majesty,

HE City of Barcelons having gain'd great
Advantages, both by the happy Arrival of

our moft beloved King and Lord Charles 11l
(whom God preferve) and by their being under
his mild and lawful Dominion, they acknowledge
they owe this their inexpreflible good Fortune to
the generous ProteCion of your Majelty, andhﬁ;e
whole
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whole Englifh Nation, and to the Affiftance of your
great and powerful Fleet, and your braye and va-
iiant Troops, under the Command of the Earl of
Peserborough. This City has thought fit, with great
Chearfulnefs, to throw themfelves at your Royal
Majefty’s Feet, to render you their due Acknow-
ledgments,and moft humble and refpectful Thanks ;
for your Majefty having been gracioufly pleas’d to
make the Caufe of the King our Lord fo much,
affuring your Majefty, that, in Gratitude for this
Royal Favour, this City in every thing, that may
be within their Power and Abilities, for your Ma-
jelty’s Royal Service, will apply themfelves to it
with the true Zeal and Attention which becomes
their grateful fence of your Majefty’s Goodnefs :
confefling, that all the Glory is due to your Ma-
jefty, to whom the Chriftian World will owe its
Tranquillity, and this City their Liberty. May
God preferve your Majefty’s Sacred and Royal
Perfon, for which, we, the fathful Subje@ts of the
Lord and King Charles Ill. do humbly pray, and
which we judg neceflary.

Barcelona, Q&ob. 24. 1704.

Her Majefty likewife receiv’d two Letters more to
ike fame Effet, one from the Confiftory of the De-
puties, and the Auditors General of the Accounts
of the whole Principality of Catalonia; the other
frem the military Arm of the faid Principality and
Counties.

In tie Letter from the Earl of Peterborongh to
her Majefty there are thefe words.

‘1 do nat follicit your Majefly for the neceffary
¢ Supports of all Kinds for this happy Beginning ;
* your Allies, and your Parliament, can never a-

¢ bandon
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¢ bandon a King beginning his Reign with an A&i-
“ on of fuch Refolution and Courage, nor a whole
¢ Province of fuch Brave and Loyal People: Re-
¢ lying entirely on your Witdom and Goodnefs, Ge.

During the Seige of Barcelona,encouragzd by the
Declarations of the Queen of Great Britain, the
Miquelets and well affe@ed Catalans, were bufie in
fecuring the Cities and Towns of Terr-rona, Tore
tofa, Lerida, Girone, &c. The States of Cataloa
nia, immediately after the Redultion of Racelona,
made a voluntary Levy of iix Regiments for King
Charles’s Service, which were foon compleated
and indeed their Vigour and Loyalty tothat Prince
is hardly to be exprels’d, nor fhon'd cver be forgot.

der Maiefty, at the fitting of the Parliament,
thought fit to fignify thefe things to them, and the
fence fhe had of the Engagements and Service of

the Catalans to the common Caufe, may be there
obferved.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Aving newly receiv’d Letters from the King
of Spain, and the Earl of Pererborough, which
contain a very particular Account of our great and
happy Succelles in Catalonia; and thewing at the
{fame time the Reafonablenefs of their being imme-
diately fupported, I look upon this to be a matter
of fo much Confequencein it felf, and {o agreeable
to you, that I have order’d a Copy of the King of
Spain’s Letter to my felf; a Letter from the Junto
of the Military Arm of Cataloniay and a Letter
from the City of Vich; asalfo an Extra& of the
Earl of Pererborongh’s Letter to me, to be commu-
nicated to hoth Houfes of Parliament.
I recommend the Confideration of them to you,
Geatlemen of the Honle of Commons, very particu-

lariy,
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larly, asthe fpeedieft way to reffore tht Monarchy of
Spain to the Houfe of Auftria: And, therefore, I
aflure my feif, you will enzble me to profecute the
Advantages we have gained in the moft effetual
Manner, and to improve the Opportunity, which
God Almighty is pleafed to afford us, of putting
a profeperous End to the prefent War,

Both Houfes addrefs’d her Majefty on this Speech,
and agreed with her, that ’twas neceflary to fup-
port the War in Caralonia, for which they would
make the neceflary Provifion.

In the mean time the King was received into the
City of Barcelona, with fuch a Welcome, asno-
thing but a People infpired with the utmoft fence
of Joy could have {hewny and as they had reaked
their Anger on his Enemies, they now doubled it
with Kindnefs to his Friends, the Officers and Sol-
diers, the Ewglifb efp. ially, were carefled and en-
tertained at the highef rate; and their Lives and
Fortunes faked dewn ro the King with the ftrong-
eft Aflurance Men could give, and we fee hereaiter
that it came to be put to the Proof : Nor do |
ever find, that among all the Complaints formed a-
gainft the Allivs, the Caralans were ever accufed
of not having dune their Part.

The prefenr Defign does not permit Me to give
an Accoat of tie feveral Details of the War 5 the
Country, ne lefs than the City of Barcelsna, gave
fincere Dcmonftrations of their good Affeétion ;
and it was not their Faults that an Opportunity
was loft of making King Charles Malter of the whole
Kingdom ; tiiey furnifhed Troops, lent their Plate
to be coin'd, and anfwered every part of our Ex-
peaticns that could poffibly be required.

The
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The French Court and that of Aadrid were o
fenfible of the Danger on this fide, from the Afs
fettion and Bravery of the People, that they
made all the Efforts poffible to recover Affairs
on this fide, before the Danger thould fpread far~
ther, and I need only mention here that they drew
down a powerful Army into Catalonia, before the
Confederates were well aware of it ; bringing with
them very formidable and dreadful Preparations
for the Siege of Barcelona it felf,

Were the People at this time intimidated ? No,
They told the King,

¢ That it was not enough to receive him in the
¢ midft of Profperity, but they would ftand by him
¢ with their Lives, and all that was dear to them,
¢ even in the extreameft Time of Danger. The
¢ Queen of England has aflured us of her Care to
¢ fupport us, and we have hitherto experienced her
¢ fingular Clemency and Goodnefs, and we will ne=
¢ver fink under any Apprehenfions of Danger,
¢ till we have placed your Majefty on your Lawful
¢ and Rightful Throne. We are unanimous in this
¢ Refolution, and dare own it though we fee our
¢ felves enclofed by enraged Enemies. We defire
¢ nothing more than that your Majefty will ftay
¢ with us, and by the Aflitance of God, we doubt
¢ not to give youa greater Proof than you have yet
¢ had of our Zeal and Afle¢tion for your Royal
¢ Perfon.

This Deputation was delivered in the Name of
all the Inhabitants, and made fo notable an Im-
preflion on the King, that ke refolv’d no Danger
fhould be apprehended in Defence of fo Brave and
Loyal a People.

Of the Tranfa&ions at this time we fhall fee, as
much as is neceflaty, by the following Letters writ
at this time. Prince
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Prince Lichtenftein’s Letter to Sir John Leake, dated
March ¢he 26th, 1706,

1S Majefty the King my Mafter finds at this
Conjuncure the Principality attack’d on

both fides bv the Enemies confiderable Armies :
One whereof is under the Command of 4rjou, and
the Other of the Duke of Noailles; and the City of
Barcelona like to be befieged ; you may eafily judge
of the great Neceflity there is to affilt us fpeedily
wich the Squadron, Troops and Money, which the
Queen your Miftrefs has defign’d towards the fuc-
couring Catalonia. 1 hope thefewill ind you with-
in the Streights, nay, even on the Coaft of the
Kingdom of Valencia 3 and what confirms me in
this Hope, is, that the Enemies Eighteen Men of
War that have block’d up this City for this Seven
Weeks are fail d ; but we know not whether they
will return hither again, or go to Thoulon y ’tis
wifl’d you could have the fame Succefs on thefe
Ships, as you had laft Year with thofe of Malaga.
All the Advices we have of the Enemies Defigns
and Motions agree, that they refolve to leave the
Towns of Lerida and Girone behind them, and to
march with all their Forces directly for Barcelona;
which Place, in the Condition it is in at prefent,
is able to make but a very weak Defence, having
no regular Troops, and only guarded by its Inha=
bitants. And the Fort of Monjuic is found in the
fame Condition as when it was taken, the City be-
ing allo without Stores, Provifions, and Money.
1 well know his Majefty is confident of your Zeal
znd Application for his Royal Service, and the
Common Caufe; that you will ufe all poflible Dili-
gence to come hither with the Troops that are {o
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be Janded, without any Delay or Hindrance, with-
out which, this City, and all the Principality of
Catalonia, which depends on its Prefervation,
will run the Rifque of being loft, with as much
Eafe, and in as little time, as the Glorious Arms
of the Queen your Miftrefs, join'd with thofe of the
Lords the States General, conquer’d it ; befides, the
facred Perfon of his Majefty will be expos'd to in-
evitable Dangers. Waiting the Honour of falu-
ting you in a very fhort time, Iam, c.

P.S. Eight of the Enemies Ships have weigh'd,
and are anchor’d again nearer this City, which
makes me more prefling that you will come fpee-
dily with your Squadron and Forces.

A Letter from King Charles to Sir John Leake.

! the KING.

Admiral Leake,

Amn difpos’d to take upon me this Occafion to
I advife you the high Rifque this Principality
and my Royal Perfon is found in, for I make no
doubt €’er the Morrow the Enemy will moleft us 5
they have already biockaded me with a Squadron,
and their Army is now aimoft in Sight of this City,
and by their quick Marches have obtain’d fome
Pofts, which if xhey might have been prevented,
would very much have hinder’d their Defigns.
I am refolv’d, although I find my felf with fuch
a {mall Garrifea, (as a Thoufand Men of Regular
Troops, and Four Hundred Horfe,) not to leave
this Place; for in the prefent Conjun&ure, I have
confider’d, that my going hence will be the Lofs
of the City, and confequently of ail the other Places,
which the happy Succefs of the laft Campaiga hath
(3
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reduced to my Obedience 3 for which Reafon, it is
my Opinion to rifque All, and venture the Cafu-
alties that a Siege is ncident to, putting juft Truft
and Confidence in your known Zeal towards the
great forwarding the Common Caufe, making no
doubt how much you have contributed towards the
Succours forwardnefs ; I hope in a few Days you
will appear before this Place, where your known
Valour and A&ivity may meet with a glorious Suce
cefs; for which I fhall again conflitute you the Cre-
dit of my Royal Gratitude. Given in Barcelona
the 31ft of Marchy 1766.

Ithe KING.

A Letter of the King of Spain zo the Earl of
Peterborough.

Ay Dear Lord,

S 1 have often upon fo many Occafions expe-
A rimented your great Zeal and Affection for
my Intereft and Perfon ; fo in the fatal Conjun&ture
I now find my felf, I place my greateft Confidence
in you ; hoping, that with the utmoft Refolution
and Diligence, you will endeavour to fuccour a
Prince, and without lofs of Time,who (as the pre-
fent Hazards, I am expofed to, demonftrate) fa~
crifices himfelf for the Publick Intereft, rather than
abandon his faithful Subjets, and what you have
fo Glorioufly contributed to conquer.

I am in hopes, That as you have with {fo much
Reputation pofleft Catalonia, fo 1 fhall likewife owe
you the Obligation of my Deliverance from the
prefent Exigencies. The Enemy is within Two
Leagues. My Subjeds are in a Difpof tion to fhed
the laft Drop of their Blood for me; oug vanting
Powder and Provifions for a long Defence, It be-

longs
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longs to youy, my Lord, (by {o glorious an At-
tempt) to relieve a King in fuch Neceffity.

You may reprefent the condition of my Affairs
to my faithful Subjects, animating them, as well
Catalans as Valencians, to fhew at this time their
true Love and Zeal. Endeavour, my dear Lovd,
as foon as poflible to advile Admiral Leake and
WafJenaer, that they may contribute of their part
to my relief, that out of this prefent Danger, I
may continue to expofe my felf for the Common
Caufe. 1could be content to lay down my Life in
this Place, if my Prefervation were not of greater
ufe to the general Concern.

My hopes then are all in You, and you may con-
certevery thing, as far as poffible, with the Count
de Cifuenves, Prince Henry, and my felf, and with
my Lord Dannegall, who is advancing on his fide,
us well as the Country People of thefe Parts. Lofe
no time, nty Lord, to come to my afliftance, Ieaft
it prove too late. We want every thing here, to
refift, and defend our felves for any Time. Adicu,
my Lord, 1 hope to embrace you in a few Days, as
glorious as poflible : Lofe no time. 1 fhalt ever re-
main with the fame affeionate Inclinatiog,

Barcslona  the CHARLES.
soth of March,

at Night,.7c6.

King Charies’s Le:ter to Sir John Leake.

S TR,
)TIS with no {mall Satisfa®ion that I have
been informed from the Farl of Pererbo.
r ough’s Letters of your happy Arrival upon the
Coaft of Valeuzia, | doul;; not but you have heard
L of
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of the Lofs of Aontjuic, and of the Condition my
Town of Barcelonaisin, where I was willing to
fuffer my felf to be Befieged, and to endure al} the
Hardfips and Accidents of War, to encourage
both the Garrifon and my Subje&@s by my Prefence,
to make a long and vigorous Defence.

It feems by the Enemies Motions, they have al-
ready receiv’d Notice of your, Approach, but ine
ftead of thinkingto Retreat, they have redoubled
their Efforts, and Fire upon the Breach, whick will
be in Condition to be Storm’d after to Morrow at
fartheft ; and in all appearance, they will make
a defperate Attempt to render themielves Mafters
of this Town before the Fleet can arrive with the
Succours.

Hence you will judge of the indifpenfible Ne-
ceflity there is that you fhould do your utmoft En-
deavours, ufing all poflible Diligence to Relieve
us without Lofs of Time, and bring the Fleet di-
re&tly hither, together with the Troops, to my
Town of Barcelona, without ftopping or difem-
barking the Forces elfewhere, (as fome other Per-
fons may pretend to dire@ you,) for they can be
no where fo neceflary as in this Town, which is at
the very Point of being Loft for want of Relief.
Wherefore 1 pray God to have you in his Holy Pro-
teltion 3 and expelting the Pleafure of Sceing you
as foon as poflible, Iaffure you of my perfedt E-
fteem and Acknowledgment.

Barcelona, May 4. CHARLES.
. S. 1706,

In this great Exigence, which would have caft
any other People but the Carales into Defpair,
they were not the leaft difmay'd, taking Exam%lc

y
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by their Kingy, who fliewed all the firmnefs pof-
fible 5 of which I fhall tranfcribe a fhort Paffape
from the Journal of an Englifh Officer, prefent in
that Memorable Sicgc.-

¢ King Charles has been every day on Horfeback,
fometimes at Moarjuich, fometimes round the
City Ramparts, and is; indeed, the Life and
Soul of the People, who feem not the leaft dif-
mayed 5 the Shops are daily open, every Trade
goes forward; the Women Laugh, and the
Boys Sing; and all Sleep at Night without
¢ dreaming of Sieges ; not but that we ftand upon
¢ our Guard, which 1s reckoned a Diverfion, not
¢ aHardfhip; fo hearty are they on this Qcca-
¢ fion.

n N & &8 8

Of the Arrival of the Fleet, and the Relieving
the Town, we fhall fay no more than what is ceu-
tained in Sir Fobn Leakes Letter to the Prince’s Se-
cretary; Dated 1 Aay, O.S. 1706.

S IR,

N the 13th, at Two in the Morning, I fild
O out of Gibraltar Bay, with the Wind at
Weft North-Weft, fending the Pembroke, Tyger,
Leopardy and a Dutch Man of War, with Orders
to proceed before me to Altea, ot Deria, to gen
Intelligence of the Strength of the Enemy before
Barcelone : The 15th; a Dutch Merchant-Man in
fix Days from Lisbor came into the Fleet, and ac-
quainted Us, that the Convoy with the Irifis Forces
fail'd from Lisbon the Day before him. The 1 8th
in the Morning we got the length of Aleea, and
in the Afternoon were join'd with the Four afore-
mention'd Ships, who brooght me no other Ad-

D2 vice
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vice than what 1 had recieved before, and no Let-
ters from my Lord Peterborough but what were
of eleven Days date.

Upon which I call’d a Council of War to con-
fider whether to ftay till the £-fh Convoy join’ ! me,
the Wind being then #i'sfferly, and it was a;reed
to remain cff of that Place till the nev. ey at
Noon, as yowll fee by the Copy of «u wefuiuti-
on; and to fend immediately the 1. 1 our Fri-
gats before to Vineros and Tureofa, on the Coall of
Catalonia, to gain further Intellizence. 7 henext
Morniag the Panther, which $hip I bhad .order’d
the feregoing Night to ply to the Windward, to
lgok out for the Zi/h Convoy, difcover’d three
Sail, which in a few Hours join’d Me, ard proved
to be the Antelope, Winckefter, and Faulcon 5 they
gave me an Account that they parted with Sir
George Bing off of Cape St. Vincent, and faw him
the Night before off of Cope de Gar, and were fent
by him to give me Notice of his coming to join
usj upen which 1 call’d another Council of Wer,
wherein it was refolved to ftay till he join'd me,
which he did with all the Ships ander his Command
by Ten a Clock the next Morniag; and at Noon
we borcaway for Tarragona, the Place appointed
for our Rendezvous, and left the Faulcon Pink to
Cruize off of .#ltea, with Orders for Captain
}Vutker to proceed after me thither. The 21t and
22d following, .we had hard Northerly Winds,
which drove us back as low us Alres, where we
were join'd by Captain Walker, with the Ships
vnder his Commard, and the Prince George. The
27th following 1 got to this Place, and 1n a lucky
Time to refcue it from falling into the Enemies
Hands, for they expe&ted to have been ftorm’d
the fame Naght. Count Thoulonfe, with the Fleet

under
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uader his Command, which confifted of about
T .venty-eight Sail, retir’d the Night before 3 but
if ithad pleafed God that the ‘Wind had continued
thit hicaght Sir George Bing to me, 1 believe I
frould have been able to have given you a much
becter »ccount of hisStrength. This comes by
Captain George Delavale, who is feat by mv Lord
Pererbnoirh with the King of Span’s, and his
Lordfhip’s owu Letters to He: Majelty in the
Fanlcon, which Smp his Excellency bas appointed
Mr, Kobert Delavale, Brother to Captain Delavale,
and late Seconu Licutenant of the St. George, to
Command.

[ hope my Letters which I fent by the Newpore
from Gibraltar, and the Duplicates of them which
went by the Mary-Galley to Lishon, are come to
Hand.

The Mark and Exeter, in their Paflage up the
Streights, put athore near Cape de Gar one of the
French Scouts of Forty Guns, which the Enemy
burnt,

His Royal Highnefs’s Orders about the Maft
Ships, which came with two Letters from you,
were comply’'d with by Sir George Bing, at Lishon,
Laft Night the Enemy began to March off, and
left behind them Fifty Pieces of Brafs Cannon, and
Thirteen Brafs Mortars. 1 am,

S IR,
Your most Humble Servant,

John Leake.

The Joy of the Cataians on this occafion, is not
to be defcribed ; they embraced their Deliverers,

D3 the
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the Exclifl: with open Arms. The Succelles enfning
on the other hand, were as great as this could be ;
and the great Difcouragement and Diverfion this
gave the Enemy, cannot but be remembred in
favour of this Brave People, and the vigorous
Refolutions and Zeal they fhewed in ftanding by
their Engagements.

The greatelt Vengeance was owing to them
from King Philip and the Court of Madrid, they
had incurr'd a Refentment never to be forgiven
and the Occafion wholly to be imputed to
them. Something of this we fhall fee in the fol~
lowing Speech.

The Queen of Spain, Wife of King Philip, on
the March of the Confederates towards Afadrid,
allembled the Magiftrates of that City, and made
to them the following Speech,

¢ Ifent for you hithér, and appear my felf tc
tell you, what Diftrefs the State is in ; I cannot
conceal it from you, while the King is expofing
his Lite for your Defence ; Heaven blefles his
Arms with SuccefS in Caralonia, and we bope
that hebellions Province will be foonreduced. Affairs
donot go fo well in Efframadura 5 the Portuguefe
Advance, will you tamely fee fuch Enemies ap-
proach you ? Do you not think of exerting your
ut~ olt Efforts to make them repent their An-
dacicufuefs? The Prefervation of the Monarchy
is cow the point in queftion ; you ought in this
prefling neceflity to thew yaur Zeal and Loyalty,
by Sacrificing your All for the King for Me,
and for your {elves. Powerfu] and {peedy Suc-
coursare requifite.  Tam the firft Queen that ap-
pear’d in this Place on fuch an occafion. When
! give you {uch extraordinary Marks of Af‘fec‘ii-

on
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¢ on, Iwell deferve you fhould do fomething for
¢ Me, and defend Me,

This was before they acknowledged at Madrid
the raifing the Siege of Barcelona: 1t is well known
that it followed that the Queen was driven
from thence, and all tended to an entire Revolution
in Spain.  The Reafons why it did not fucceed,
are no.partof this Work ; twas not laid at the
Door of the Caralans, aund fo far it is the more
unneceflary to e mention'd here,

I fhail take Notice, that when Things went ill
in Caffile, and King Charles was obliged to retire
again into Caraloma, they received him with ag
much joy as ever ; they fhewed no Relu@ance por
Difpiritednefs ; they were pleafed to fee him, and
as ready to hazard all to defend him as ever.

Thenext Year, the Earl of Galway came to Com.
mand the Army on this fide ; and the Memoria] he
Publifhed in the Name of Queen Anne, is Memo-
xable for its Excitation to ftir up the Peopleagainft
King Philip, and engaging them in the Caufe they
fo heartily efpoufed and fuffered for.

The Earl of Galway's Manifefto,

¢ It being undeniably true, that in the whole
¢ Progrefs of this War, the moft Serene Queen
¢ of Great-Britain my Miftrefs, and her Allies, are
¢ fo far from being Enemies to Spain, that they
* have fent their Troops and Fleets for no other
¢ purpofe. than to affift the good Spaniards, to

fhake off the Yoke and Domination of Fremce
and to place on the Throne of Spain, hig moft
Excellent Majefty King Charles11l. To the end
therefore, that the Spanierds themfelves may
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have the Glory to co-operate in fo honourable
an Undertaking, as the Eftablifhing the Liberty
and Felicity of their Native Country, the faid
moft Serene Queen, has been pleafed to Coni-
mand me to declare a-new her .Royal Pleafure,
That I fhow’d in her Name, Succour and Supi
port them accordingly ; by thefe Prefents I de-
clare and publifh, That all the Generals, Com-
manders, Officers, Soldiers, &c. of the Spani-
ards of whatfoever Degree they may be, that
will leave the Service of the Duke of 4njou, and
give all due Obedience to his Catholick Majefty
King Charles I1l. on their repairing to me, fhall
be maintained in the Service of his Catholick
Majelty, in the fame Pofts, Honours and Degrees
which they bad before, without exception of
Perfons 5 and that from the fame Hour, they fhail
be paid and maintained pnnéually, according to
the Pay they before enjoy'd, out of the Treafury,
which for thefe glorious Ends, the faid moft Se-
renc Queen has caufed to be remitted to my
Grder. "Tis to be hoped there will be no Spa-
niards of Reputation, that will not make ufe
of fo favourable an opportunity of having the
Honour to free their Country from Slavery truly
Ignominious, and of gaining the peculiar Efteem
ot their Lawful Monarch King Charles 111.

The Confederates were now eiteem’d in a Con-

ition to March to Madrid, and this was refolved

on ina Council of War early in the Spring.

The Catalans, in the mean time, undertook their

own Defence, with the Afliftance of fome few
regular Troops to be left them, tho’ it is very
probabie they might have been attack'd from the

iize of Roufilon, whereithe Enemy were colle@ing

aiz Armys Here-
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Hereupon followed the fatal Battle of Almanza,
which reduced King Charles’s Affairs to a defperate
Condition. Reguena, Valencia, and Sarascfla Re-
volted ; Xativa was takenand burnt; Alcyra, Me-
guinenza, and other Places were taken, and the
Frontier of Catalonia laid open again ; yet the Ca-
talans ritained their Spirit, and ftood firm to their
Engagements.

It will be almoft unneceflary to mention any
more the Refult of the War of Catalonia ; the
People bebaved themfelves with great Duty to
their Sovereign King Charles, and with a grate-
ful refpect to the Englifh, 1 have fhew'd how they
were drawn in and engaged in the War ; and\f am
next to fhew, how they were left and abandoned
to fhift for themftlves. Thofe who. will fee the
Tranfaltions in Spair throughout the War, muft
have recourfe to Hiftory.

A Peace was entered upon, in which Great- Bri-
sain had the chief Mannagement : Her Majefty's
Sence in all Her Speeches of that time, as well as
of Her former Parliaments, were all forgot, and
we, rather than the Enemy, were neceffitated to
make Peace ; the M y, who were without
Credit to carry on the War !-nger, built their
own Salvation upon defperate Meafures, and pre-
cipitated themfelves into fuch Terms, as were in-
confiftent with the Good of their Country ; and
notwithftanding, I believe fome of them knew
their Error, yet they were too far engaged to
recede: And no doubt but our Enemies knew this,
and therefore took the opportunity to make an Ad-
vantage of it.

What the Peace wasin general, Ineed not men-
tion ; every body, by this time, is convinced we
were trick’dintoit, and who ovght, if Juflice were

dore,
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done, to - :ffer for it but how it affetted the
poor Catalans in particular, 1 fhall endeavour to
fhew, as pertinent to the matter in Hand.

When Her late Majefty (or rather indeed the
late M y) was finally refolved on Peace, and
order’d Her Plenipotentiary to deliver Her in the
following manner to Her Allies, © That fhe was re-
¢ folv’d to conclude Her Peace wichout any fur-
¢ ther delay, being perfwaded the other Allies
¢ would follow her Example. Therefore as a Salve
for the Emperor, a merciful turn was given to the
difpoflefling him of Catalonia, and whatever he
had Conquered in Spain, by calling it Her Majefty’s
care to {fecure the return of the Emprefs, and the
Imperial Troops out of Catalemia ; for the Eme
peror had been gone before, and left his Queen
and Troops to defend his Conquefts till he re-
turned or fent them Affitance ; and the brave
Catalans were never more Hearty and Refolute
than at this time.

They affured his Majefty, that they would giye
frefh inftances of their Zeal, and would conform
in all things, to the Queen’s Dirc&ions, as tho’ he
had been perfonally prefent 5 and if any concern
appear'd in them, it was in lofing his Prefence.

This kind A& of turning the Emperor ont of
Catalonia, was termed, The Convention, or Agree-
ment for the Evacnation of Catalonia, &¢. and was
chicfly treated by the French and Brissfh Minifters,
and the Imperial Minifters agreed to it, not that
they liked i, bur becanfe they could not help
themlelves 5 and indeed it may feem very plau-
fible ta fome at firft Sight, but it was backed by
the fame predomsinant Artifice which we check’d
our Allies withal in Flanders, The withdrawing our
droops, and lewviny auwr Allies deititnee y fo that

there
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there was a plain force to imply the Emperor’s
confent to it. I fhall have no more to fiy to this,
but to obferve One or Two of the Articles which
make a little to the Purpofe.
¢ As foon as the Evacuation fhall be begun,
there fhall be granted and publithed, in favour
of all the Inhabitants of Cataloma, and of the
Ifles, Clergy and Laity, of what Rank foever, a
general Amnefty and perpetual Oblivion of all
that has been done by them during this War,
and npon that Account, ia any Place or Manner
whatfoever, againft the Parties in War, .
Nor fhall any be given on thefe accounts to the
Catalans, and the Inhabitants of the Iles.
¢ And forafmuch as the Plenipotentiaries of the
Power which withdraws his Troops out of Cara-
lonia and the faid Ifles, have farther infifted to
obtain before the Evacuation, the enjoyment of
the Privileges of the Catabans, &c; and fince on
the part of France and her Allies, that Affair
has been referred entire to the Conclufion of the
Peace her Britannick Majelty has made re-
iterated Declarations, That the will ufe her beft
Offices where-ever they fhall be neceflary, to the
end, that heveafter the Catalans, &c, may enjoy
their Priviledges, with which the faid Plenipo-
tentiary acquiefced, in as much as the moft
Chriftian King has declared by bis Plenipoten-
tiaries, that he would concur with to the fame
end 5 onwhich Condition her Majeflty made her
felt Guarrantee.

Now, if her Majefty did infift on thefe Provifo’s,
i ftipulating for the Priviledges of the Caralans,
it mult certainly be acknowledg’d that her Sollici-
tations could no way have failed but for want of
weight, apd that her Demands became mucfh lefs

ormi-
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formidable, than they had been under a more
flourithing Adminiftration.

Could we ineffettually fue to fave the Privileges
of a remnant of People in one corner of Spain,
when we might once effetually have Commanded
the Reflitution of the whole Kingdom; but we
were funk to the loweft Ebb of Reputation and
Power, under the Condu& of a wretched M—.

I fhall now purfue the Affairs of the Garalans,
not thinking it worth while to fpeak farther of
our tricking Proceedings at Homle 5 nor have I in-
fifted on it, farther thanitaffected thefe unhappy
People.

King Charles was by this time Ele&ted Emperor,
anid had taken a folitary leave of his Loyal Sub-
je&ts the Caralans 3 what followed from his Impe-
rial Majefty’s leaving Spain, as well as the Arts
ufed to abandon the Catalahs, will appear in the
following Original Letter from an Officer in the
Army.

¥ HE 8th of Scrtember, the Dutch Admiral
Piceterfon failed with his Squadron from Bar-

celona homeward, and that Afternoon the Bririfh
Aduwmiral Fennings, with bisShips, camebefore that
Plice. Thefame D.y, Brigadier Price, who Com-
mands the Frglifh Troops, nctified to Count Sta-
rembergh, that by Prince Tferchaes de Tilly, he had
received Orders from the Lord Bolingbroke when at
the Court of France, importing, That the Ceflation
of ArmsbyiSeaand Land between France and England
being prolonged from the 20th of dugui? for Four
Months, he fhould feparate from theArmy with his
Troops, conftingof ﬂlzre Batalions and one Regiment
of Dragoons. The way taken to convey thefe
Orders to the Brigadier’s Hands, was, very extra.
ordinary.
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ordinary. Some Days before, came a Trumpeter
from the Enemy to Field-Marfhal Staremberg’s
Quarters, with a Letter, to demand certain Pri-
foners, and with fome Meflage of little Confe-
quence. Whether fome Sufpicion was acciden-
tally entertained of him, or whether he let fall
Words that gave Occalion to examine him ttridtly,
he was ask’d whether he had any other Letters
about him ? Whereupon he owned that he was
entrufted with another Letter, which being de-
manded of him, was found to be dire@ed to rhe
Commanding Officer of the Britith Troops. The
Trumpeter was threatned with the Gallows, for
bringing Letters for any other than the Com-
mander in Chief, to whom alone, according to
the Rules of War, Letters onght to be direéted;
and by him only opened. Wherefore the Field-
Marfhal fent back the Letter to the Prince T/er-
claes de Filly, and wrote to him, Thas he thought a
General fhould be better acquainted with the Laws and
Cuftoms of War, thanto act in fuch & manner 5 and
that if thelike were done again, he might depend upon
ity that the Bearer (hould be hanged up. Prince Tfer-
cles returned a very civil Anfwer 5 but two Days
after be made ufe of another Artifice: He caufed
a Subaltern Officer of an Jrifh Regiment to defert
with a fecond Letter, ordering him to conceal it
carcfully, and to deliver it to none but the Englifh
Brigadieg himfelf, which he did. Ao Perfon, (faid
the Prince in this Letter) bur niy [felfy the Collonel of
an lvith Kegimen: and the Bearer, know that I wrire
vo yous “tis to injorm you that I bave an Order for
You from your Cowrt 5 you will pleafe to confider how ro
get it Jafely Hereupon Brigadier Price calied a
Council of the Commanding Officers of his Regi-
ments, to deliberate what to do, and whether he

he
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he fhould fend any one fecretly to Prince Tferclaes,
or whether he fhould acquaint the Field-Marfhal
with the Affait ? The greateft part of the Officers
gave their Opiniony That it was nece(Jary to acquaine
the Generalwith it 5 that it was againft all the Regulas
tions of War, to teceive Letters from the Enemy,
without communicating them tothe Commander in Chicf;
and that they could not, at that timey look upon the
French orberwift than as Enemies. So the Field-
Marfhal being informed of the Matter, faid the
Brigadier might fend a Drummer, who on the 8th
returned with the above-mentioned Order. The
othin the Morning, the Ficld-Matfhal held a Coun-
cil of War with the Generals and chief Officers of
the feveral Troops, to acquaint them with the
thing, that they might fettle Meafures for the fu
ture. Some Hours-after, Lieutenant-General Ko-
ningfeck was diipatched to Barcelona, to give an
Account of this Occurence to theQueen ; to whom
it feemed very Rtrange that fuch an Order fhould
be conveyed privately, and even by the Enemy,
while the Brit2fl Minifter, who in Perfon refided
with her, had fo much Confideration for Her Ma-
jefty, as to acquaint Her with it in a proper man-
ner. Brigadier Price went the fame Day to Bar<
celonay to confer with Admiral Fennings, and re.
turned to the Army the 15th, to regulate the
March of his Troops. In the mean while the
Field-Marfhal had fent the oth at Night a Lieute-
nant Colonel with soo Imperial Foot to Terragona,
where the Englifb had a Batallion; and the 15th,
Lieutenant-General Surman: marched thither with
a Spanifh Squadron of Nebor, to command there;
and to take {ure Pofleflion of the Place. The 16th
the Englifh Brigadier reprefented to the Field-Mar-
fhal, That he could not confent that the Egglzﬂi
ata
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Batallion of Elliot hould March out of T: erragona,
becaufe the Englifh Artillery and Magazines were
there, Whereupon the Field-Marfhal (confider-
ing the Importance and Convenience of the Place,
and bethinking himfelf that the Englifh might
think of Garrifoning it, as they did Ghenr and
Bruges in Flanders) caufed an Order in Writige to
be drawn up for that Batallion to March out o?it;
and at length the Brigadier confented, that the
faid Order fhould be fent to the Commanding Of-
ficer of that Batallion, but without adding thereto
any thing from himfelf. The 17th, we received
Advice, that the faid Batallion was marched out
of that Town, That Morning the five Englifh
Batallions and a Regiment of Dragoons from out
Army, of which they fent Notice by a Drummer
to the Enemy.  After three Days March, the Engs
lifh Troops arrived at Sitias on the Coaft between
Barcelona and Terragona.  As foon as they had left
us, we moved to anew Camp, on the Right of Cer-.
vera, where we encamped the 18th, namely the
Infantry, ftill confifting of twenty eight Batalli.
ons, in two Lines on the rifing Grounds, with the
Left Wing to the Town; and the Horfe, in num-
ber thirty five Squaudrons, in two Lines likewife,
behind the Batallions. This Camp is pretty ad-
vantageous: And tho’ the Enemy are more nume-
rous, having forty fix Batallions and fixty eight
Squadrons, yet we belicve they will pot dare to
Attack us, but will rather attempt to break into
the Plain of Terragona to oblige us to retire,
Licutenant-General Wetzel is with fifreen Batalli-
ons and fixteen Squadrons in the Lampoutdan, hold.
ing Girone clofely blocked up. Deferters of the
Enemy’s Cavalry come over to us daily with their
Horfes, and report, that they are in greit want

of
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of Forrage. The 27th, Count Siaiemlery veceivid
fome Diipatcnes from the Court of Fiesna. The
soth, the Count 4’ Arabaya, General of the Porru-
gueze fet out for Barceiona, under Pretence of In-
difpolition, tho’we areaflured it was to confer
with the Englifh Admirai to regulate the March of
his Troops, which we fuppofe wil! {hortly embark
to be traufported to Portugal 3 in which Cafe our
Army wi'l be dimifhed one gobd Batallion more,
and ten Squadrons. The 1ft of Oflober, the Ene-
my fired three Rounds in their Army for the taking
of Doway; and we had Intelligence, that the Duke
of Berwick had detached twenty five Batallions and
fome Squadrons from Dauphine to Kouffillon, and is
to come in Perfon to command. The 2d, two
Euglifh Men of Warfailed from Barcelora, to fetch
the Duke of Argyle from Toulon, The 1ame Day
arrived a Manof War trom Genoa, with Letters
tor tiie Englfh Admiral, for the Court, and for
Count Starermberg, The th, came a Captain of
our Volunteers to the Head-Quartes«, and gavean
Account that he with 15oHoife, and 1 ke num-
ber of Miquelets Foor, attacked beiween Fraga
and Meguinenza one of the Enemy’s Convays go-
ing with Corn from Fraga to Leiida, and took
300 Mules and 100 Hories, and two Captains with
about ecighty Soldiers Prijiouers, The fame Day
Geneiral Nebor, who commands the Miquclets and
Voluntiers in the Mountain on the Froatier, fent
an accoont, that, soo Voluntiers being attacked
in a Valiey by 3c0 of the Enemy’s Horje and 300
Foct, and being driven to the Mountains, were
joyned tliere by fome of their Comrades, with
whom they repelied the Euemy, killing the Colo-
nel who coinmanded them, and taking three Cap-
taias withabove 109 Horles, very few.of the reft

efuing,



(47)

efcaping. The 1r1th, arrived at Barcelons an
Englifh Man of War from Gibraltar, with fome
Orders for the Englifh Troops ; After which it
was rumour’d, that the Officers who had begun
to fell their Equipages, ftopped doiag it. The
faid Troopsare fince marched from Sirias to Ma-
zaro near Barcelona, and the Englifb Squadion failed
the 14th for Port-AMahon.  The 18th, the Enemy’s
Army broke up, pafled the Sesraat Lerida, and
encamped in the Neighbourhood of that Place,
The fame Evening was fent out of our Camp
Major General Contreconrr, with 400 Horfe and
400 Foot, topoft himfelf near Montblanc, aud op-
pofe the Enemy if they fhould attempt an [rrup-
tion into the Plain of Terragora. The 19th, the
Enemy’s Army marched to Termes; the 20th, to
Camuraze on this fide of Balaguer, and the 21ft,
they came to Azramunt, where is their Head-quar-
ters, the Army lying in two Lines along the Sio,
which River runs between the Armies. They ap.
pearing now to have no defign or the Plain of
Terragona, Major-General Contreconr is re-called
into our Camp, and an Intrenchment is making on
an Eminence to cover the Flank of our Right
Wing : And every Night a Colonel of Horfe and
another of Foot, poft themfelves with a Detache
ment at the Head of our Camp, to watch the
Motions of the Enemy who are but three Leagues
from us, and have twenty fix Cannon with them.
The 22d, fome Letters advifed, that part of the
French Batallions of the Detachment from Dy
phineare arrived on the Frontiers of the Lanipour-
dan.

We fec by the foregoing part of this Letter, that
fome little Art was tobe ufed in deferting thefe
People ; the other ferves Enly to fhew, how Mat-

ters
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ters went on as to publick Tranfa&ions. The French
and Spaniards began now to pour down their Troops
upon them; however, the Marefchal Starembergh
made fuch Difpofitions, that he kept them at a
Diltance, and was in a Condition to have defended
himfelf very well, and the Spanifh Army not da-
ring to attack him, repafled the Segra, and Girone
was likely to fall into his Hands.

‘Things being in this Difpofition, he went to
Barcelena to fettle the Winter Quarters 3 and to
hold a Grand Council with the Emprefs and the
Deputation.

The States of Caralonia entred into vigorous Re-
folutionss, exprefling a Coutempt of the Meafures
taken to abandon them; and being at that time
affembled, drew up and fent the following Letter
to the Emperors

SIR,

H E Emprefs and Quoeen, our Miflrefs,
(whom God preferve) having had the Good-

nefs to acquaint the City oi Barcelona, and the
Siates of the Generality of Catalonia, with the Suf-
penfion of Arms between England and France, and
your Catholick Majefty’s generous Refolution to
2o on with the War, for the Recovery of the Spa=
#ifh Monarchy and the Defence of your faithful
Principality ; and having at the fame time received
Order, to declire our [ntentions to your Catho-
lick Majefty upon the Propofition which has been
made to us ;3 we moft refpectfuly obev your Coni-
mand, by the moft humble Reprefentation which
we take the Liberty to addrefs to you, i Con-
fidence that your Majeity, out of your Goodaefe
and Benignity, will accept in good part the Refoe
lution,
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Iution which our Zeal and Afe@ion infpire 4
with, never to recede from your Majefty’s pater-
nal and geatle Deminion, and to endeavour to
deferve that your Majefty fhould make your great-
eft Efforts; to the End your moft faithful Subjefts
may not become miferable Vi&tims to their irrga
concileable Enemies.

What makes us think this Confidence the bet-

ter founded, is, that we have experienced a long
Courfe of Favours from your Catholick Majelty,
and particularly the Proteftion with which we
have been honoured during your Majefly’s Abe
fence, by the Prefence of the Emprefs and Queers
our Miftreis ; which will be ever remembred with
Thanks to Heaven by all Caralonia. We offer your
Majefty to make the greateft Sacrifices, to obtain
the End above mentioned, and to contribute to
the Continuation of the good Succefles which we
have Ground fo hope for from the Divine Cle=
mency, and from the Piety of your Catholick Ma«
jelty. ,
) That it may pleafe the Almighty to profper the
moft Auguft Perfon of your Imperial and Catho-
fick Majefty, fo neceflary to all Chriftendom, is
the earncft Prayer of your moft faithful Subje&s.

The Reprefentation of the Principality of Catalonia s
his Imverial and Catholick Majesty.

H E City of Barcelona, the Deputation, and

l military Arm of the Priacipality of Caralo-

wiay having been informed of the Sulpenfion of

Arms hetween England and France, and the other
Difpofitions which it has pleafed the Emprefs aad

Queen our Miftrefs to communicate to us, touching
the general Peace in the Conferences at Usreche

E 2 ab
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and of a certain Proje&t or Plan of Negotiation,
contrary to the Service of their Catholick Majetty,
and to the Liberty of the Monarchy of Spain 5 we
think it our Duty and Obligation to your Majefty,
as our lawful Father and natural King, to make
the following moft humble Reprefentation to you.

Your Catholick Majefty knows in what glorious
Manner your Auguft Predeceflors contributed to
advance this Monarchy, and to defend it againft
the Violences of its Enemiesy, who conftantly en-
deavoured to traverfe its Grandeur. In fucceed-
ing time, the Fidelity of Spain has conftantly been
fecured under the Dominion of the Princes of your
Auguft Houfe, your Majefty’s Predeceflors, by a
1tri& Correfpondence and Union with the Empire
for above a Century, which Union would be de-
ftroyed, fhould the Duke of A#jox remain in Pof-
feflion of the Body of this Monarchy, which would
thereby be engaged in Interefts oppolfite to thofe
of the Auguft Houfe of Auftria, to whom the Spa-
#ifh Nation owes its Glory and Renown.

Befides, it would be very difficult to defend the
Parts feparated from the Body of Spain, and to ob-
train the End propofed by declaring this War,
which was to re-eftablifh the Tranquility of Europe,
by hindring the Union of the two.Monarchies of
France and Spain, which the Kings your Prede-
ceffors had fo much at Heart to prevent, by thofe
Renunciations which Frasce have no manner of Re-
guard to: So that the Ground of the War fubfifts
ftill, and a Peace by which the Body of Spain is
transferred to the Houfe of France, cannot be look-
ed on otherwife than as an Occafion of a new War;
hecaufe that would furnith Frence with an Increafe
of Means to pufh on the Progrefs of her Arms, and
go accomplilh her Defigus, formed {o long ago a-

gainf:
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gainft the Auguft Houfe of Aufria, her Hereditary
Countries, the Empire, and Europe.

This Danger is more apparent, becaufe the Ma-
lice of your Enemies, will not fail to employ all
Manner of Artifices to diminifh the Reputation of
your Arms, of your Power, and of your Catholick
Majefty’s Auguft Perfon, fhould you be oblig’d to a-
bandon a Monarchy to which you was called by
your faithful Subjeéts who have acknowledged you
for their Lawful Sovereign; into which you en-
tred with fignal Succefles ; and of which your Ma-
jefty has maintained Pofleflion, by expofing your
felf to the greateft Dangers, and even to thofe of
a moft perillous Siege which was turned into Tri-
umph. And certainly, it would be a very deplo-
rable Fatality, if fo many faithful Subjetis of thefe
Kingdoms fhould be facrificed to the Hatred of
their Irreconcileable Enemies, and of this Province
in particular, which firft invited your Majelty, and
voluntarily acknowledged you, fhould be expofed
to Slavery.

The States of the Generality of Catalonia be-
lieve, that the magnanimous Refolution which your
Catholick Majefty has taken to continuec the War,
is founded upon the Motives abovementioned, and
on the Tendernefs which your Catholick Majefty
preferves for your People.  We return you moft
bumble Thanks for it, and take the Liberty to re.
prefent to you, that the moft effectual Way to re-
cover your Monarchy, would be for your Majefty
to be pleafed to return in Perfon to the Continent
of Spain, where your Royal Perfor would be a
great Encouragement to your Subjeds, who are
always ready to renew their Efforts, and to facri-
fice themfelves for your Service. In the mean
time, we are infinitely obliged to your Maielty’s

E 3 Good
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Goodnefsy which continues to comfort us with the
Auguft Prefence of the Emprefs and Queen our
Miftrefs, who is the Joy of this Province.

Sir, we befeech your Catholick Majefty with
the moft profound Refped, to be pleafed to pet-
fevere in fo important and neceflary a Refolution
which you have taken, to mamtain and eftablifh
Spain under your Majefty’s Dominion by Force of
Arms : And if it happen that Fortune decides
otherwife by the Difpofition of a Treaty of Peace ;
and if the Domains of this Monarchy muft be di-
vided, we moft refpedfully beg your Majefty to
prote&t Caralonia and the adjacent Provinces with
all your Power, in fuch manner, that if they can-
not be faved with the entire Body of the Monar=-
chy, they may 2t leat maintain themfelves fepa-
rately.

We will no longer interrnpt your Majefty by
repeatiog the Importance of the Services done by
this Province, which has deferved fo well of the
Common Caufe, and by reprefenting to you the
Coundition to which it is reduced for having done
its Duty . But we (hould think our felves wanting
to our Zeal, and to the Obligation we have to
your Mijefty, if we did not take the Liberty to
inireat you o have in deep Confideration the State
to which Affairs are like to be reduced, without
a very firm and very prudent Condu& at this
Juncture

We ofier to your Majefty all the Forces of Cata-
{onia, our Eftates and our Lives, for accomplifhing
your fa.red Imperial and Catholick Majefty’s De.
figns, and for the moft ferene Emprefs our Sove-
raign: For we confider that we are obliged fo to
do by our Puty towards God and towards your
Majeity, tor the Sccurity and Tranquillity of Eu-

rapeg
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rope, the Liberty of Spain, and the Deliverance of
the Catalonian Nation.

We now come to the memorable part of this
Work, The Evacsation of Catalonia, which was a
pretended Complement to the Emperor.  The Por-
tugueze had by this time made their Peace, and the:
Affairs of the Emperor obliged him to accept this
Propofition. Befides what is particular in the Ar-
ticles thereof, we find the following Claufe in an.
other place,

“If his imperial Majefty will readily confent to
¢ a Neutrality in Italy, and evacuate Catalonia,
¢ King Philip, at the Queer’s Request, will grant a
¢ full and ample Oblivion and Pardon to the Catalans,
¢ with the Prefervaron of their ancient Rights and Pri-
¢ wviledges ; otherwife they muft expe& to be facri-
¢ ficed to the Troops of France and Spain.

Thefe were among the Propofals the Earl of
Styafford was charg’d to make to the States De-

uties in December 1712, on a New Scheme for
p ’
Peace.

Tue Convention, or Agreement for the Evacnation
of Catalonia, &o.

I. All the Germans and Confedcrate Forces fhall
be Tranfported out of the Principality of Cara-
lonia, and out of the Ifles of Majorca aud FJvica s
and to the End this may be performed with the
greater Speed and Safety, there fhall be, between
the Parties engaged in the War, their Armies,
Troops aid Subjects, in all the places abovemen-
tioned, a full and entire Ceffation of Arms, and
all Hoitillities as well by Sea as Land, which fhall
begin 15 Days after they fhail receive Notice of

E 4 the
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the prefent Convention. The Day the faid Ceffa-
tion fhall hegin, the Power which makes the Eva«
cuarion fball be put into the Hands of the other
Powers engazed in the War, either Barcelona or
Terragona y the Choice remaining in the Power
that iurrenders, whether of the f{aid Towns he
will keep till the entire Evacuation ; the faid Suf-
penfion of Arms fhall endure, and be obferved
bona fide, till the Court now refidihg in Barcelona,
together with all its Retinue, and other Perfons
who are difpofed to follow it, of whatfoever Na-
tion or Conditior, whether Military or not, or
Spanmiards or others, fhall with their Effe&s, and the
Troops above-mentioned, be entirely departed and
arrived n Jraly,

Il. "The faid Tranfportation of the faid Court
and Troops fhall begin, and be finithed, without
any Delay ; and, to forward and compleat it as
foon as poflible, the Commandcer of the Englifh
Fleet, which is in thofe Seas, fhall determine the
whele, after having conterred about it with the
Commanders in Chief, or Commiflaries named by
both Parties engaged in the War.

i The {aid Court and allits Retinue, together
with thofe who are willing to go along with it, as
allb the Troops abovementioncd, may pafs in all
Sutety trom Catalonia to Italy, with their Effe@ts,
Baggage, Arms, Cannon and Inftruments of War,
excepting always the Carnon and Inftruments ot
War which were foaud in the Places when taken,
and fuch as are marked with the Arms of France,
which fhall be delivered vp to the other Party.

Iv. Men fhail not be permitted to Arreft for
Debt any who are minded to be gone; but for the
Securities of thie Creditors, i+ i agreed that Com.
wifloners fall be namicd oa Loth fides, who fall

flate
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ftate the Debts, and appoint Hoftages to be given
as Security.

V. The fick and wounded, as well as military
Men, as of any other Condition, and namely the
Clergy, fhall be permitted to ftay in Catalowia in
all Safety, at their own Expence, till the Recovery
of their Health.

VI. All the Prifoners taken in the War of Spamn,
fhall be reftored on both fides.

VIL. As to the other Affairs which have been
judged convenient for the accelerating and finifh-
ing the Point in hand, with a manner of Safety ;
principally with Reguard to the Places which the
Armies of Troops of the two Parties engaged in
the War are to keep in Pofleflion till the Entire
Evacuation of Cazalonia, and ot the faid les.

VIIL. As foon as the Evacuation fhall be begun,
there [hall be granted and publifhed, in favour of all
the Subjetts and Inhabitants of Catalonia, and the (aid
Hfles, Clergy and Laity, of what Rank foever, ageneral
Amnefly and perpetual Oblivien of all that bas been
done by them, during this War, and upon that Account,
in any Place or Manner whatfoevery againit the Par.
tiesin War 5 infomuch that for thefe and the like Canfes,
they fhall not, in general or particular, openly or fe-
cretly, direltly or indiretly, by way of Right or Fait,
be molefted ov [uffer amy Damage or Injury, either in
Perfon or Eftate, Reputation and Security, bit that all
the Injuries, Violencies, Hoftilities, and Damages caufed
as well during the War, as by Aeans theresf, by Word,
Writing, or Action, [hall be entirely forgorten and abo-
lifbed, without any Diftinitian of Perfons or Things ;
Nor [hall any Trouble be given, on thele Accounts, to the
Catalans, and the Inzhabitants and Subjests of the [aid
Hes,

IX, And
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IX. And forafmuch as the Plenepotentiaries ¢ ©
the Power which withdraws his Troops out of Cs-
talonia and the faid Iles, have farther infifted to
obtain, before the Evacuation, the Enjoyment of the
Privileges of the Catalans, and of the Subjetts and In-
habitants of the Ifles of Majorca and Joica 3 and fince
on the part of France and her Allies that Affair has
been referred to the Conclufion of the Peace, her
Britannick Majefty has made a reiterated Decla.
ration, That She will ufe her beft Offices where-
gver they fhall be neceffary, to the End that here-
after the Catalans, and Subjes and Inhabitants of
the faid Ifles,may enjoy their Privileges, with which
the faid Plenipotiaries acquiefted, inafmuch as the
moft Chriftian King has declared by his Plenipo-
tentiaries, that he would concur to the fame End.

X. Forafmuch as, in digefting the prefent A-
greement, fome other Points were debated, o wit,
the general Amnefty, the prefervation of Eftates,
Benifices, Offices, Penfions, and other ‘Advantages,
as well in Favour of all the Spaniards, as in Favour
of the Iralians and Flemmings, who have hitherto
adhered, and are willing hereafter to adhere to
one of the Two Parties; and fince it was not
judged Expedient to make the Difcuflion of thofe
Points a part of this Agreement, which is entred
into principally for the Evacuation of Caralonia,
it has been thought fit to refer them to the Treaty
of Peace, her Britannick Majefty having declared
fhe will ufe her beft Offices, to get thofe Points
agreed and determined at the Conclufion of the
Peace,

XL It is farther agreed by the Parties con-
tradting, in Concurrence with his Royal Highnefs
the Duke of “avey, that till the general Peace to be
made, and four Weeks after the figning of the ];re-

fent
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fent Treaty, there fhall be an entire Sufpenfion of
Arms, and Ceflation of all manner of Hoftilities by
Sea and Land, under what Name,Pretence, or upon
what Account foever, to take Place throughout
all Iraly, and the Iflands of the Medeteranian, Re-
fpectively poflefled by the Parties engaged in War 3
as in all the Territories of his Royal Highnefs the
Duke of Savoy, fituate as well on this fide as on
the other fide of the 4lps; and this Sufpenfion of
Arms fhall ftand good, without Referve or Exe
ception of any Place comprehended under the
Name of Iraly, the lflands of the AMediteranian,
and the Territories of his Royal Highnefs the
Duke of Savoy.

XII. The Affairs of Iialy fhall remain, during
the prefent Sufpenfion, in the Condition they now
are; and the adjufting thereof is referred to the
Negotiation of Peace.

XII. And forafinuch as the Affectionate Fxhora
tation of her Britannick Majefty contributed much
to the prefent Agreement ; and feeing it appeared
neceflary, for the fecure and entire Execution of it,
that her faid Majefty fhould take part, and be en-
gaged therein ; Her Britannick Majesty, relying upon
the Affurances given her by the moft Chriffian King, as
well in his own Name, as that of bis Aliies, by the pre-
fent Stipulation, whieh (hall haye the force of # Treaty
folemnly made between their Royal Majestics, That be
the moit Chriftian King and his Allies will perform, bona
fide, and entirely, all and every of the Articles of this
Agreement, [he 15 pleafed to make ber [elf Guarantee of
the prefeut Treaty, fo as to take upon berfelf, and to
promife, that the abovementioned Parties contraflin s
{hall objerve, bona fide, and fully perform all and every
of the Articles thereof.

The
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The Knowiedge of thefe Articles arriving at Bar-
celona, we may ealily judge the Aftonithment of the
poor Catalans : Nay, there was no lefs a Concern
in the Emprefs, and Marefchal Srarembergh; the
Bravery and Affe@ion of the People, had won fuch
Regard from them, that they were at a great lofs
how, and in what Terms to break the Matter to
them : But as there was no Probability to get over
this Difficulty, and that the very worft muft at
laft be known, and perhaps with more Difadvan-
tage to the People by concealing the Intelligence
from them: The Emprefs at length fent for fome
of the Deputation to her, and opened the whole
Matter to them in thefe Terms.

¢You have heard how difadvantageous fome
¢ Affairs have been carried to the Intereft of your
¢ good Lord and King the Emperor, and that he
¢ has been very far from obtaining juft Satisfaction
¢ for his German Subjets, at the Treaty of Peace.
¢ Not that he has the Intereft of his faithful Cara.
¢ Jans lefs at Heart ; but being deferted by fome of
¢ his Allies, it has obliged him for the Safety of
¢ oar Perfon, and of the Troops he has in thefe
¢ Countries, to confent to the prefent Evacuation
¢ of Catalonia. You may depend upon having all
¢ the Favour and Affiftance it is in his Powerto
¢ fhew you, and that he will never forget you,
¢ though for the prefent he is difabled to fupport
¢ yoy. You will fee what Articles are agreed for
¢ you. I promife to be always an Advocate for
¢ you, and aflare you I fhall not eafily forget fuch
¢ faithful People. 1 fhall reprefent your Cafe timely
¢ to his Imperial and Catholick Majefty, and al-
¢ ways be ready to do you Favour, Ge.

Marcfchal Starembergh had a long Conference
with the Deputation, who were {o far from being

dif=



(59)

difmayed, that after a Confultation among them-
felves, they refolved not to fubmit to any other
Soveraign than King Charles III. whom they called
their Rightful King and Lord : and they were not
backward in taking timely Care to provide them-
felves againft the worft.

In the mean time Preparations were making for
Embarking the German Troops at Barcelona, and
the Englifh Squadron was appoiated to carry them
to Jtaly: It is not difficult to credit, what was
generally faid at this time, That the Germans gave
them all the Inftances, in their power, of favour-
ing their Proceedings, and furnithed them with
Neceflaries for War, and other Things, that they
could privately, and not exprefly contrary to the
Articles of Evacuation.

King Philip, to make the Matter more plaufible,
publithed a formal Amnefty for the Catalans; but
there was Exceptions which that brave and cauti-
ous People were warned of.

Don Philip by the Grace of God, King of Caftille,
Leon, Arragon, Valencia, ¢c.

Lthough the obftinate Blindnefs with which
A the Natives and Inhabitants of the Princi-
pality of Catalonia continue to refufe to difcharge
the Obligations they have contrated by the Oath
they have taken to me as my Subjets, without
having the leaft Regard to the Generous Clemency
with which my Paternal Care, forgetting their In-
dignity, has offered them their Pardon, and to re-
eftablifh them to my Grace and Favour, would be
a jult Motive, now that they find themfelves re-
duced within fo narrow a Compafs of Ground, and
almoft to the laft Gafp, to ufe them with the ut-
moft Rigour in a manner fuitable to their Re-

bellion,
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bellion, and bring them under my Obedience by
Congneft, feeing my Troops are fo much fuperior
in Catalonis, and may be daily augmented in Cafe
of Need, by reafon of the happy Succefles where-
with God has been pleafed to blefs the Juftnefs of
my Caufe; Yet the Clemency and Compaffion I
have naturally for my Subje&s prevail with me
over all other Confiderations: And being fenfible
on the other hand, that through Fraud, and Re-
ports of imaginary Advantages, the Violence,
Force, and the Fears of the Hoftilities which their
own Prote@ors might exercife upon their Perfons
and Eftates, rather than their own Inclination,
have been the Reafons of their continuing in their
Difobedience to me, notwithftanding the Oath they
had taken to me; and being likewife perfwaded
that they are now convinced of their Error by
their own Experience, and recovered from the
Fears they had of their Enemies, feeing how much
mine, with thofe of the King my Grand-Father,
are fuperior to them, I am willing to give them a
new Proof of my paternal Affe&ion, Clemency and
Grace, in granting by thefe Prefents a new Pardon
and full Amuefty to ali the Cities, Towns, Bo-
roughs, Chapters, Clergy, Laity, Commonalties,
and all other Perfons whatever, of what Quality,
Condition, or Age foever they be, Natives of the
faid Principality of Catalonia 3 declaring, That
none of them fhall be molefted now or hereafter,
for having been coucern’d in thefe Troubles; for
having violated the Fideiity they had fworn to me,
fomented Rebellion, excired Seditions, transferred
their Allegiance to another Prince, giving him
Affiltance, maintained his Troops, and thofe of
his Allies, refilted my Arms, difobey’d my Laws
and Commands, and thof¢ of my Viceroys, Gover-
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nors, or Minifters; and in fliort, upon no Pre.
tence or Motive whatfoever relating there unto.

My Will and Pleafure is, That all thefe Motives
be deemed as if they were exprefsly contained in
thefe Prefénts, and fpecially mentioned therein,
that they may not be imputed to them for the fu-
ture, and any Trouble or Difturbance given them
upon that Account; remitting unto them, and
forgiving from this Time for ever, all their Crimes
aforefaid, not only as to Corporal Punifhments,
but alfo as to Fines and Confifcations of Eftates,
our Will being, that they be difcharged and ab-
folved from the fame in regard to their Perfons
and Eftates, and that no Proceeedings be made a-
gainft the faid Cities, Towns, Commonalties, or
private Perfons ; but on the eontrary, commanding
alkour Tribunals and Courts whatfoever, to keep
a perpetual Silence therenpon, revoking and an-
nulling all the Proceedings that they have begun
againft them : BECAUSE I FULLY AND AB-
SOLUTELY PARDON AND FORGIVE ALL
OF THEM, and that [ receive all of them with
Joy into my Prote&ion.

Upon Condition, however, That for having a
jult Title to this Amnefty and general Pardon,
they will be all obliged within two Months after
the Publication of thefe Prefents in Catalonia, to
attend my Generals to make their Obedience, and
and execute my Orders and thofe of the Generals
aforefaid ; declaring at the fame time by thefe Pre-
fents, That thofe who fhall not fubmit within the
faid Term of two Months, which is given them as
the lalt Delay, fhall be afterwards confidered as
Rebels, and guilty of High-Treafon, and in that
Quality proceeded againft according to the utmoit
Rigour of the Law ; and fo they will have Caufe

to
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to tmpute only fo themfelves the dreadful Cala-
mities which they fhall draw upon themfelves and
their Eftates, and the Deftruiion of the Towns
which they inhabit, for having not accepted the
Favour which my Royal Clemency and Piety is
willing to offer them as the greatelt and laft In-
ftance of my paternal Affetion. And that this
Amnefty and General Pardon may be known to all,
1 command, That the fame be publithed in all con-
venient Places.

In Teftimony whereof, 1 have caufed thefe Pre-
fents, figned with my Royal Hand, to be iffu-
ed out and publithed under my private Seal,
and counter-figned by my Secretary of State
and the Univerfal Difpatches.

Signed,
Given at Madrid.
I the KING.

And underneath,
JOS. GRIMALDI.

They rejected this Amnefty, or Pardon, with
Indignation, which was fo ambiguoufly Worded,
as not to let them kunow direétly that their Pri-
viledges were aimed at. They immediately fent
a new Deputation to Utrecht and the Hague, to
follicit, that the Amnefty to be granted them,
with the Confirmation of their Privileges, might
be made an Article of the Treaty between Great-
Britam and King Philip, and likewife in the Treaty
between that Prince and the States-General ; being
fenfible, that otherwife their Safeties, as Welll1 as

their
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their Liberties and Priviledges; woud be very
Pprecarious.

"Tis cettain, that both the Maritime Powersfo-
licited their Interefts as far as they had weight 3
but all they could obtain, was, That they fhould
have the fame Privileges with the Cafilians, fo that
their own ancient Priviledges were to be entirely
loft, and the Miniftry in England ftipulated for no
other, pretending that they were the fame Privi~
ledges which they enjoyed when we firft engaged
with them.

The Duke de Populi, whom King Philip had ap-
poiated Captain General of Caralonia, drew down
1n the mean time to takePofleffion of that Princie
pality. This was their Old Governour, who re-
tained for them all the Refentment thata paffionate
prejudiced Man could faggeft 5 and it muft needs
be an Argument of the King’s Lenity and Forgive=
nefs, that he fent a Perfon fo very obnoxious to
them, to take their Submiffion ; he drew down
Troops to take Pofleflion of the Place, according
to the Regulation made between the Germanz and
Spanifh Commiflaries, of which Proceedings, and
other Confequences, we had the following ac-
counts from Barcelona about this Time.

The 14thof Fune Count Starembergh received an
Exprefs from his Commiffaries, who had met thofe
of King Philip at Cervern, with Advice, That the
faid Imperial Commiffaries having propofed that
the Privileges of the Citalans ought to be confirm’d
before the Ceflation of Arms was publithed 5 the
Spaniards anfwered, That they were come hithee
only to concert the Execution of the Treaty conr
cluded at Utrerche for the Evacoation of Catalonia.
and to take Pofleflion of Terragona or Barcelona, ac-
cording to the Convention, and that it would be

F Time
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Time enough to talk to King Philip of the Privi-
leges of the Catalans after his taking Poffeflion of
that Prineipality ; conclodig, that they had no
other Orders.

Count Starembergh having communicated this
Anfwer to the Regency, the Council of the Hun-
dred was immediately aflembled, and in the mean
time there was an univerfal Uproar in the City 3
the Majority declaring, That they would rather
perifh and ftarve within their Walls, than furren-
der at Difcretion to the Duke of Anjos. The chief
Inhabitants and Magiftrates of the Villages and
Commonalties of Catalonia were fommoned to con-
fider what was to be done in this difmal Con-
jun@ure for the Prefervation of their Rights.

Count Starembergh and Admiral Femnings ufed
all imaginable Endeavours to pacify the People,
and promifed that they would make frefhInftances
to the Spanifh Commiffaries for the Confirmation of
the Privileges of Catalonia; but this had no great
Effe®, and fome Members of the Regency de-
clared in plain Terms, That it was not in his Power
to imbark with his Troops, fince the Emperor had
written to them, that they were at their Service,
if they thought it neceffary.

The '15th the Confufion increafing more and
more, the Imperial General thought fit to affemble
all his Troops together fpr their greater Security.
The 16th, Sir Fobn Fennings received an Exprefs
from England, by the way of France. The 7th, Ge-
neral Monteze fent two Officers to Girone, to know
whether the Spamiards or French would buy the
Horfes of his Cavalry and Dragoons. The 13th,
Four Imperial Regiments incamped at Badalona,
not far from Barcelona, on the fide of the little
River Bezos, Count Starembergh having, in the

mean
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mean Time, propofed to the Marquels Cevs Gri-
maldi to come to St. Felien, within three Leagues
of Barcelona, to continue there the Conferences for
the Evacuation of that Country.

That General, with the other Commiffiries of
Spain, arrived there the 21ft, being met at Aar-
torel by a Detachment of 100 Dragoons of the
Dutch Regiment of Waffenaer, and becafe St. Feliex
was in the middle of the Quarters of the faid Re-
giment, it was drawn up for the Security of the
Commiflaries. Thofe of Spaiz had a Guard of fifty
Caftilian Dragoons who made but an indifferent Fi-
gure. Thofe Caftilians and the Miguelets had fome
high Words together, and one of the Cafilians
having called a Boor, or Adigueler, a Rebel, the
other fhot him dead, and ’tis likely few would have
been {pared, if the Dutch Dragoons had not inter~
poled, and prevented further Mifchief.

The Marefchal Starembergh and Sir Fobn Fennings
met the Spanifh Commiflaries there, and the 22d
the Conferences were held at Ofpuraler, within a
League of Barceloma, where the Evacuation and
Cellation of Arms were agreed to in the following
manner 3 and the Marquefs Ceva Grimalds having
fent an Exprefs to Afadrid about the fame, and
fome Overtures mude ia relation to the Privileges
of the Catalans, retuin'd the 23d to Balagucr, to
make a Report thereof to the Duke of Popols.

Convention made for the Evacuation of Catalonia.

L7 HE Ceflation of Arms both by Sea and

T Land, will begin tiic 11t of Faly.

Il Barcelona fhall be delivered 15 Days after,
that js, the 15th Day of the fame Month., The
Poxer which evacuates the Country will continve
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in Terragona, and remain in the Poffeflion of a fuffi-
cient Diftri® for the Subftance of the Troops
which fhall remain in Catalonia after the firft Im-
barkation. And in Cafe the delivering up of Bar-
celona thould meet with any Difficulty, which is not
expedted, Terragona fhall be delivered up, and thofe
who make the Evacuation, fhall remain in Poffeflion
of Barcelona with a convenient Diftrit, as has
been exprefled in the former Article relating to
Terragona,

III. After one of the two Places aforefaid, viz.
Barcelona or Terragona is evacuated, the other Pla-
ces thall be evacuated according to the Treaty.

1V. The Iflands of AMajorca and Jvica fhall be
likewife evacuated conformable to the Treaty.

V. As to the Artillery, the Treaty fhall be ob-
ferved, and Commiffaries appointed on both fides
to regulate the fame; with this Provifo, That
there fhall be a Compenfation for the Artillery,
Mortars, and other Implements of War which are
in the Towns or Places in the Mountains in the
Pofleflion of the Forces which make the Evacuation,
and other Pieces of Ordnance, Mortars and other
Implements fhall be given in Licu of the other, out
of the Artillery, which fhall be found in the Ma-
ritime Places or Towns near the Sea-Coaft, belong-
ing to the Power who takes Pofleflion of Catalonia,
in order to facilitate the Imbarkation thereof.

VI. All Families or Perfons who are retired into
Barcelona or in other Places in Catalonia, as alfo in
the Ylands of Mujorca or Ivica, of what Nation,
Profeflion. Diftinétion or Quality foever they be,
fhail have the Liberty to remain therein with all
Safety, and fufficient Paffes fhall be given to fuch
who fhall be willing to follow thofe who make the
Evacuation, and fecure their Paflage into fraly wlhen

they
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they fnall have an Oportunity to fet out for that
Country.

VII. The Troops.under the Duke of Popoli are
allowed to begin their March, when it fhall be
thought expedient to take Pofleflion of one of the
two Piaces aforefaid, provided they do not ap-
proach Barcelona ot Terragona before the Time fti-
pulated for their Evacuation.

VIIL. All the other Articles fhall be executed
bona fide accordiug to the Treaty.

IX. In cafc the Commons, or Civil Power in Par
celona ot Catalonia, have a mind to fend to the Duke
of Popoli one or more Perfons, Paifes fhall be given
ithem. The fame fhall be allowed to all other Per-
fons or Families, who have taken Refuge in Barce-
celona, Catalowts, and the Ilands of Aajorca and
Ivica,

X. The Imbarkation fhall be in fuch Places as
Admiral Fennings fhall think convenient, although
it were in fight of the Places whereof Poffeflion has
been taken.

XI. The Marefchal having propofed to the Mar-
quefs of Grimaldi, that in cafe there hould happenr
any Difficulty for tie delivering up of Barceiona, or
in relation to the Troops which fhall remain there,
or in the Neighbourhood thereof after the firft Im-
barkation, the faid Froops fhould remaiu in Pol-
feflion of Offalrick and Blanmes, with a convenient
Diftri for their Subfiftance; and the faid Mar-
quefs having not agreed thereunto, the Mare{chal
has refer’d the Decifion of £his Article to the Duke
of Popoli himfelf,declaring that he has no other View
in this Poiat than the Security of his Froops. Signed,

The Count de Koningleck.

Domne at Ofpitalet, Tle Marquefs Ceva Grimaldi.

Jung 22, 1713 Thomas Swanton.
Anthony Wefcombe.
F 2 Count
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Count Starembergh having acquainted the Depu-
tation with what had been refolved upon in thefe
Conferences, which occafioned great Murmurings
and Expoftuiations, quitted Barcelona the 26th,
and declared that he would come no more therein.
He took his Quarters at Badalona, in the middle of
his Troops, fignifying to'the Catalans, That by the
15th of Fuly they were to have another Mafter,
fince Barcelona or Terragona were to be delivered to
the Spaniards that Day. This Declaration occa-
fioned a great Tumult, and the Burghers fent im-
mediately a Detachment to fecure Montjons, and
hinder any Imperial or Spanifh Troops, to take Poft
there. Mean time Letters were ifiued out, re-
quiring all the Gentlemen belonging to the Law,
and others, throughout the Principality, to mee¢
the 3oth at Barcelona, to affitt in a great Council,
which was to be held there, to confider whether
they ought to continue in Arms, or fubmit to King
Philip.  The 27th of Fune the Dutch Troops in-
camped between St. Andrew and Celumna, within a
League of Barcelona, and Notice was given in their
Camp, That it was free for every one to fell the
Horfes they had.

The 3d of Fuly, Sixteen Imperial Batallions im-
baried, and failed the fame Evening for Jrafy un«
der Convoy of three Britifh Men of War.” The
+th, fix Barks and four Frigots arrived to take on
Board the Durch and Palatine Troops. The fame
Day the Catalans aflembled in a general Council,
vciolved not to fubmit ‘to King Philip; but oa the
coitrary, to continue the War with Vigour. They
gave Orders for forming their Army, and took in-
to their Service ali the Miguelets and Volunticrs,
appointing the famous Nebor Chief of the fame,
aud General of their Cavalry. A privare Mer-

chant
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chant, called Delmas, offered to raife 2 Regiment
of 500 Horfc at his own Charge, provided he was
made Collonelof it, and that theDeputation would
maintain it, which was granted.

Between the 8th and gth, The Darch and Pals-
tine Troops marched to the AMole of Barcelona, and
begun to imbark: Count Starembergh went at the
fame time on board the Britifh Admiral; where-~
upon the Catalans, who had not publifhed any Or-
ders while he was on Shore, locking upon him as
their Viceroy, fent,as foon as he was got into the
Pinnace of the Admiral, a Detachment of Soldiers
with the Drums and Trumpets of the City, who in
the Name of King Charles lIL. proclaim’d the War
againft the Duke of Anrjon, in Defence of their
Rights and Privileges. They came to the Sea-fhore,
and publifhed at the Head of the Troops which
were to be imbark’d, That fuch Officers who fhould
be willing to remain in their Service, fhould have
the fame Places and Pay as they had before, and
that the private Soldiers fhould receive a Piftole in
Hand, and two Realsa Day; upon which Invita-
tion and Promifes, a great many Soldiers went to
them.

All our Advices at this time confirmed the Re-
folution of the Caralans to defend themfelves to the
laft Extremity, and that the Inhabitants of A/4-
jorca following their Example, made fuch a terrible
Fire upon the Spanifh Gallies, which were fent to
take Pofleflion thereof, that they were forced to
retire in great Precipitation. The Duke of Popoli
being arrived before Barcelona, fent the following
Letter to the Deputation of Catalonia. ‘

F 4 Don
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DON RESTANNO CANTELMO ESVART

Dake of Popoli, Prince of Petarano, Kuight of the

Holy Ghost, Gentleman of the Chamber of bis Can

tholick Majefty, Captain of one of the Troops of bis

Life-Guards, and Captain-General of bis Army in
the Principality of Catalonia,

r I YTHIS is to fignify to the City of Barcelona,

That if they do not open their Gates this
prefent Day, Fuly the 29th, to the Troops of the
King our Sovereign, and fubmit to his Obedience,
the Indult {Pardon) that his Majefty has been plea-
fed, out of his great Clemency, to grant to the
Inhab tants, fhalltake no place, but that they will
be ufed as obftinate Rebels: And whereas the Ar-
my of his Majefty has invefted the City, they are
warned out of a Motive of Compaflion, before the
Operatioas to chaftize them are begun, that they
are to prevent their total Ruin, by accepting the
Amuefty granted by his Majefty, and fending De-

puties to the Army to implore the Clemency of his
Majefty.

Signed,
The Duke of POPOLL

Done at the Camp
before Barcelona, And snderneath
Fuly 29. 1713,

Don Bartholomew Crefpo.

Ths
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The Deputation’s ANSWER tothe LETTER
of the Duke of Popoli.

HE Singularity of the Letter which this

City received this Day from the Enemy by
a Trumpeter, has deferved fo much Attention, as
well in refpeét to the Style, as to the Circuniftances
thereof, that the Trumpeter could not be fent back
immediately, fome time being required to confider
in what manner they fhould anfwer. ThattheGates
of Barcelona have been fhut up to defend the Place
againft the Enemy, who defign to make themfelves
Mafters of it: That this City and whole Princi-
pality perfift in their Refolution to continue the
War, out of an inviolable Fidelity which they have
always had for their Sovereign, whofe Power it is
to make Peace or declare War : That the Menaces
and injurious Ways, attended with an unheard of
Style, do not difcourage the faid People, but con-
firm them in the Oath of Fidelity which they have
renewed : That as the Capital City is not ufed to
violate the Rules of good Manners, they fend back
the Trumpeter as fafely as he came : That the
Duke of Popoli might take what Refolution he plea-
fes on the Anfwer delivered to his Trumpeter 3
and laftly, That this City is refolv’d vigoroufly
to oppofe all the Enterprizes of the Enemy, as they
have done in Time paft.

Barcelona, July 29. 1713,

Things coming to this Extremity, they began to
form their Army, of which, they gave the Com-
mand to the General Vallareal, Count Puebla, and
General Neboe.  The Inhabitants of Barcelonawere
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comanded to take up Arms, and the Miguelets had
Notice given them to come near that City, The
States fent the Generals aforefaid to Count Srarem.
berg, to tell him, That they were fenfible that the
Emperor would never have forfaken them but by
an unavoidable Neceflity, to which he was forced
to fubmit, and that therefore they would preferve
for him the fame Zeal; Affetion and Refped, as
they had all along exprefled for their Lawful Sove-
reign: They added, That they hoped he had not
confented to deliver up Barcelona to their Enemies,
and that therefore he would evacuate the Caftle of
Montjouy and that City, and leave it to the Inha-
bitantsand the States of Caralonia, to make the beft
Terms they could for themfelves. Count Stareme
berg, who doubtlefs, quitted Baecelona with the ut-
moft Regret, was very well pleafed with their Re-
folution, though he did not think fit to approve it
publickly, and comply’d with their Requeft; fo
that the Caralans garrifon’d Montjony, and feiz’d
the Polts of Barcelona, except fuch as the Imperial
General thought fit to keep,for the Security of the
Imbarkation of his Troops.

The Catalans fent at the fame time a Detachment
to feize Terragona, but the Governour would not
admit them into that Place, which was delivered
the 13th or 14th to the Spansards.

The firft Detachment of the Imperial Troops
arrived at Vado the 8th of July, and the fecond with
Count Staremberg, imbarked at Barcelona the oth of
that Month, and arrived at Genoa the 16th, under
Convoy of the Britifl: Squadron under Sir John Fen-
zings. It was upon the Departure of that General
that the Catalans proclaimed War, by beat of Drum
and found of Trumpet, againft France and the Duke
of Anjou, refolving rather to perifh than to i;tllr-
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render to King Philip, before their lawful Privi.
leges were confirmed ; in order to which they fent
all the ufelefs Mouths out of the City, and hung
out a black Standard at Afonrjouy with this Infcrip-
tion, Death or our Privileges maintaiged,

They likewife raifed three new Regiments in the
City, and gave them the Names of the Holy Faith,
the Rofary, and the Conception,

They remitted large Sums of Money to Algiers
to buy Corn and other Ne€eflaries, which the 4.
gevines engaged to deliver in the Harbour of
Barcelona, "They have in the mean time received
a Supply from Naples, the Sparifh Gallies before
that Place being not numerous enovgh to block it
up, and fearing the twelve Algerine Men of War,
which had been feen on the Coaft of Pulencia.

The Inhabitants of Cardona and the Neighbour-
ing Country being refolved likéwife to defend then.
felves to the laft Extremity, put that Place into a
good Pofture of Defence, and have formed five new
Regiments to which they gave black Colours
with Motto’s importing, That they will live Free,
or Die.

While thele Places, and fome others, prepared
themfelves for a vigorous Defence, the Miguelets
and Poluntiers poflefsed themfelves of all the Defiles,
to ftreighten the Duke of Popoli, whofe Commu.-
nication Lerida being thus cut off, was obliged
to fend his Difpatches for the Court by Sea to
Valencia,

The Town of Manrsza had fubmitted to the
Duke of Popoli, and receiv’d a Garrifon of 300 Spa-
miards 5 but upon the Arrival of 400 Miquelets,
fent by the Depuration of Barcelona, the Inhabi-
tants took up Arms, drove the Spaniards out of
that Town, axd declared againft King Philip

where
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whereupon the Duke of Paopoli detached Lieutenant
General Armendaria with 4000 Men and four Pieces
of Cannon, with Orders to put all the Inhabitants
to the Sword, and burn the Town.

The Courts of France and Madrid began to have
another Opinion of this Matter than they at firft
entertain’d ; tho’ they publithed .* ccounts muchto
their own Advaatage. They found that the Troops
under the Duke de Popols would not be fufficient to
reduce Barcelonay the Miguelets and Country Peo-
ple were very troublefome ; and at leaft a good
Squadron muft be equipped to block up Barcelona
by Sea. On thefe Confiderations therefore, it was
refolved that the Duke de Popoli fhould fend them
a new Summons to furrender ; declaring, thatit
would be too late to offer it after the raifing of the
Batteries; that no Quarters fhould be given them,
and that the very Houfes and Walls of the City
would not be fpared.

But they were fo far from being brought over by
thefe Menaces, that they entertain’d it with Con-
tempt. They difmifled the Meffenger very cour-
teoully, with this Anfwer ;

¢ That they had not taken the Refplution men-

¢ tioned in the former Anfwer to his fir{t Summons,
¢ without having duely confidered what they had
¢ anfwered to; That they faw no reafon to change
¢ their Minds, for he could not but know that they
¢ had gained manyAdvantages : And in Conclufion
¢ told him, he would never have the Satisfaction of
¢ feeing any One of them in Barcelona, imploring
¢ his Clemency, fince they were refolved to defend
¢ themfclves to the laft Man, rather than live
¢ Slaves. The Motive which induced them there-
¢ fore muft be a Confirmation of their ancient Pri-
¢ vileges.
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® vileges, and if it was in his Power to procure

¢ tha. for them, they would with all Gladnefs open
“ oper: their Gates and receive him,

This Anfwer was not relithed with any Satif-
faction, and produced a great deal of Warmth and
Heat againft the diftrefled People: Terrible Pre-
parations were talk’d of to reduce them, of which
they had Notice, but feemed not the leaft in-
fluenced or intimidated by it. Of their Refolution,
the following Letter from thence is a fufficient In-

ftance, and the Truth of it confirmed by all Ac-
counts fince.

S to what paffes we have wrote to you before
A this, fo we have only to fay if you will look
over our former Letters, you will find we bave al-
ways told you, that though the whole World fhould
continue the War, becaufe it is the Caufe of God,
for the Kings Caufe is juft, and was approved as
fach by thofe who have now abandoned us. We
were fix Days debating, and at laft it was refolved
to continue the War in the Name of the King our
Mafter, the 6th of Fuly. Weaflure you, though
the Enemy is before the City, and that this Day
they have begun to batter the Convent of St. Az~
drona with {ix Pieces of Cannon, here is no Body in
this City atraid, for we put our Hopes of a Re-
medy in God Almighty, and 1 am certain, in 3
very fhort time, we (hall experience the Succefs to
the Amazement of the whole World; and God
will do this, that Men may know that he only is
Capable of making Kings and deftroying them. It
is now fix Weeks the Enemy has lain before the
City, in which time they have done nothing; and 1
&ffure you that in that time, what with ourTroops

the
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the Country People, Voluntiers and Miquelets, we
have killed 3c00 of the Enemy, and have not loft
100 Men on our fide,

Other Letters from Barcelona at this time ac-
quainted us, that on the 21ft. of November, N S.
in theNight, General Nebos, and Don F:feph Mar-
tini, Lieutenant General of the Infantry, Sallied
out of that Place in great filence, with 4000 Men,
divided into Eight Regiments ; That having pene-
trated as far as the Convent of our Lady of Grace,
where the Caftilians had one of their Principal
Qnarters, they forced it, put 6oo Men to the
Sword, and took 400 Prifoners, among them one
Colonel, two Lieutenant Colonels, ten Captains,
and thirty Subalterns; which done the Catalans
retired in good Order into the Town, with their
Prifoners, and a great Booty of Horfes and other
Things: That the Catalans loft but a Hundred Men
in that well Concerted and Succefsful A&tion, and
amongft them the Lieutenant Colonel of the De-
putation, who was very much regretted. That
the Caffilians, upon this difafter, abandoned feve-
ral Pofts near Barcelona, for fear of a Surprize,
and had Caft up Intrenchments in feveral places :
That fince the arrival of a great Fleet with Pro.
vifions from the Ifland of Asjorca, and another
from Sardinia, they had plenty of all things in
Barcelona, and fufficient Quantities to ferve ’em
the whole Winter ; That there was a perfett Har-
mony between the Inhabitants and the other Cara-
fans that had taken San&uary there, who were
both the one and the other refolved to defend the
Place, and aflert their Liberties and Privileges to
the laft Extremity : but that however they had
certain Aflurance, That the Spaniards would not
Behiege the Place in form that Winter ; That the

Bar-
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Barcelonians were dayly augmenting their Naval
Forces, infomuch that at this time they had a&uo-
ally at Sea fourteen Men of War, befides feveral
Frigots and Armed Barks : That on the 21t this
Squadron took a French Ship of thirty Guns, home-
ward bound from the Weft-Indies, with 100000
Pieces of Eight on Board, and a great deal of
Merchandize ; That all the Captains of that Squa-
dron were enjoyned to Sieze on all Ships aden with
Provifion, of what Nation foever they be, and to
bring them into Barcelona, where they thould be
paid the foll value of their Cargo ; by which means
they hope to be fufficiently fupplied with Provi-
fions from time to time. That they had already
brought into that Port two Engiifh Ships laden
with Cod-filh bound to Marfaillesy That the 19th
two other Veflels Laden with Corn, from the Le-
vant, had, by ftrefs of Weather, been forced to
put into Barcelona, and that they had received In.
telligence, which confirmed their former Advices,
That General Bracamonte, who attempted to fur-
prize the Caftle of Cordone, was repuifed with the
Iofs of fix Hundred Men, befides a great Number
that was kill'd in his Rear, being purfued in their
Retreat by Colonel Farrer with his Regiment ; o
that upon the whole Matter, the Affairs of the
Catalans where in a very profperous Condition.
This fingle initance fhews what Men are capable
to perform when they exert themfelves for the
Defence and Support of their Rights and Privi-
leges.

glt was not to be doubted, as I have obferved,
but that the moft violent Refolutions wonid be
taken againft them, and this it {eems it produced,
as other Accounts from thence at that Time make

appear.
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MAT AR O, Otober 1}

BE Principality of Catalonia is utterly laid

defolate by the feveral Detatchments of the
Generals Bracamonte and Fiennes in purfuingGeneral
Nebor, thelittle Towns and Villages of AMarefvilla
Sara, Arbufias, Villasrad, Tarafa, and, divers other
Places are almoft wholly burnt to theGround; the
Soldiers not abftaining from plundering the Chur-
ches and Altars, but committing all other Difor-
ders, violating Women, and abufing the Religious
of the Convents, where-ever Nebor had taken
Shelter in his Marches. The Plain of Barcelona
has not been exempted from military Executions,
for all the Houfes on it are burnt down by Friend
or Foe, and nothing but Trees and fome Vineyards
are left ftanding on the Ground. The People of
Barcelona continue refolute, and have proclaimed
anew, that the Religious of the Monafteries and
all private Perfons, muft on very rigorous Penal-
ties produce whatever Money , Plate or other
Goods lie depofited and concealed in their Hands
by thofe who have retired out of the City to fub=
mit to the Caffilians; which Effeéts they will em-
ploy for the common Service. They have alfo not
only made divers new Works in the Mountain of
Montjuy, but furrounded them with a Line of Cir-
cumvallation, and caft up Redcubts on feveral
Eminences. Befides, they have three Galeaffes and
otlier Armed Veilels at Sea to keep vpen a Com-
munication with Majerca 3 which they have now
the better Opportunity of doing, becaufe the Spa-
nifh Gallies not being =ble to Cruiie on the Coaft
at this Seafon of the Year, are fiiled away. They
have added new Fortifications about the Cloyﬁet;
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of the Capuchins: They have abandoned Fort Ax-
drona after two days Refiftance ; but have fince by
the Fire of their Artillery from the Town made the
French retire out of it again; and now neicher
Party is pofielled of it. The Duke de Popoli has
caufed Barracks to be built for his Troops, and has
received fome Reinforcements from Efframadura;
but having no more than Twenty Cannoa,he is not
in a Condition to form an Attack againft the
Town : He gives out that he waits for five Spanifh
and four French Men'of War, under the Command
of M. du Caffe, which are to bring fixty Guns for
Battery, and all other neceffaries for the Siege.
Notwithftandicg which, we are of Opinion th¥
Spaniards will only Block up the Town, and try to
reduce the Inhabitants by Famine.

We fhall add, to conclude this Article, That
there are Letters from Barcelona of the 1t of OFo-
ber, which fay, That the Deputation of Caralonia
has caufed two Perfons of Note to be taken up for
keeping Correfpondence with the Duke of Poposi,
and acquainting him with all the Refolutions that
were taken in the Town againft the Caffilians.
They have appointed Don Raphacl Lanet to go to
Vienna, to make a Reprefentation to the Emperor
about their Condition. They bhave fitted out
three Men of War of forty Guns each, with di-
vers Frigots, and armed feveral other Vellels 5 fo
that that they have a Flees of Thirty five Sail, with
which they are refolv’d to go in queft of the Spanifh
Gallies, and oblige them to retire into their Har-
bour, that the Ships they expe@ from Naples with
Provifions, may pafs not into their Port.

All the cruel Exccutions ufed, did but the more
difpofe the Cataians to defend themfelves, and
what helpt to animate them was, thearrival of a
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large Fleet from Majorca, with a Reinforcement
of 2600 Men, and great fupplies of Provifions.
The Students in Barcelona were form’d into a Re-
giment, kept Watch every Evening at the City
Gates. Several Places, and almoft the open
Towns in the Principality were exafperated by the
Ravages vfed againft them, to take up Arms a fe-
cond time in their Defence, fo that indeed it be-
came a very Bloody Scene of War.,

On the arrival of the Spanifh Fleet to block up
Barcelona, the Duke de Populs fent another threat-
ning Meflage to the Town, That if they did not
fubmit, he wou'd beat the Town about their Ears,
by Bombarding it from the Sea : And to fhew them
that this was praicable, he caus’d Six Bombs to
be thrown into the Town ; but neither this, nor
the Menaces they ufed, were capable to fhake their
Refolution. They anfwer’d, That neither his Fleet,
nor Land Forces had any Influence on their Coun-
cils, in which they had ftedfatly refolved, and
fworn it on the Holy Evangelifts, to defend their
Liberties and Privileges to the laft drcp of their
Bloods.

It was now refolved to Befiege the Place in form,
fince the Spaniards had experienced that all other
means were ineffe®ual. The Barcelonians were as
altive in preparing againft it 5 hourly expe&ing
they fhould hear fomething from the Emperor, to
whom they difpatched the Marquis de Lanes. Ac-
cordingly on the 22d of Aprid, two Majorcan Vef-
fels arrived in the Road, and in one of them came
over the Sieur Barbarina, Gentleman of the Horfe
to the Viceroy of the Ifland; He brought with
him three Letters from the Emperor, vz one
to the Deputation of the Principality of Catalenia,
one to the Magiftrates of Barcelona, and another

to
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to the ProteQtors and Generals. He brought alfp
as many Letters from the Emprefs to the ame, all
which were filled with the kindeft Expreflions, and
contained in Subftance,

That his Imperial Majefty feeing himfelf for-
faken by his Allies, and even againft common Ju-
ftice, obliged to withdraw his Troops from the
Affitance of fuch Good and Loyal Subjedts, con-
trary to his own Inclinations ; whofe Faith and
Affettion he had 1o often Experienced : And find-
ing himf{elf under a neceflity to enter into a Treaty
with the Moft.Chriftian King, which he had con-
cluded at Radffar; yet he had preferved  his
Rights, Titles, and Pretention to the Crown of
Spain, and aflured them he would affift them with
all his Might, in order to procure them the Ad-
vantages they deferved for their fingular Fidelity,
Firmnefs, and Glorious A&ions.

The Letters from the Emprefs were of the fame
tenor, and gave great fatisfation to the People 3
they expreffed their Joy in a Publick Rejoycing,
and caufed a folemn Proceflion to be made, and T&
Denum to be fung with great folemnity. Thefe Re-
joycings continued for two Days, and the Guns on
the Ramparts were fired in Salvoes. What a ljve-
ly Inftance was this, of the wonderful Faith and
Affection of thefe brave Pesple, who under the
dreadful Apprehenfions of a Siege, a formidable
Army lying before their Gates, could with fo lit-
tle concern, perform fuch a joyful folemnity. How
worthy are fuch Subjefts of the Proteica and
Favour of any Prince that fhall Reign over
them!

It was refolved once more, before undertaking
the Siege, to make them offers of Submiflicn, and
a Meflage was fent them by Monf Orry, importing
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importing in fubftance, That if they would now
Submit, his Majefty would come to fome more fa-
vourable Refolutions concerning them than they
had reafon to expe@. To this Meflage the Depu-
tation of Catalonia, delivered the following An-
fwer to the Marquifs de Guerchi, who was fent into
the Town on that Occafion.

¢ That according to the Advices they had from
¢ Vienna, the Affairs of the Catalans had been
mentioned in the Conferences at Raffadr, and
have been preferr’d in a more particular manner
to the Congrefs, to be held for a Peace between
the Emperor and Franmce; wherein they had
hopes they fhould be included to be reftored to
their ancient Privileges and Liberties. That
the Emperor had thereupon offer’d his Guaran-
tee, and had engaged befides, that they fhoud
not receive any of the King’s Troops to Garri-
fon the chief Places in Catalonia, which fhould
be kept by their own Forces. That in order
thereto, they wou’d maintain 18000 Men; And
laftly, that if the Spaniards were willing to en-
ter immediately into a Capitulation with them
upon thefe Conditions, they were ready to lay
down their Arms; but that otherwife they would
defend themfelves to the laft Man.
On this refolute Anfwer, the French Troops de-
figned for the Siege were ordered to {peed their
March, and a Squadron was ordered to Block up
the Place by Sea. We fee here, that the French
King had forgot the Intercefion he had promifed
to make in their favour, and proved the only
means of reduciag, which, from paft Experience,
could not have been affe@ed without it.

The Marihal of Berwick arriv’d in the Camp be-
fore Barcelona, the 7th of Fuly, the Night bctwcgn
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the Twelfth and Thirteenth, at the Diftance of
three Hundred Toifes from the Town, and were
carried ‘on within one Hundred Toifes of the
Counterfcarp. The Befieged redoubled the Fire
of their Cannon and Mortars: They made a Sally
with Foot and Horfe, and killed fome Soldiers, but
were repulfed.

We muft expeét that the Journal of the Siege
coming thro' France, they will be fomewhat Par-
tial ; but as we could have no other, it will be pro-
per to fee what Account they give 3 and the con-
clufion and brave Defence of the Garrifon will
fufficiently help to fet the Reader right.

From the Camp before Barcelona, July 26.

W E began yefterday Morning to batter this
Place with 74 Pieces of Cannon and 24
Mortars, and this Day from a new Battery of 22
Guns, The Marefchal of Berwick has given 30
Piftoles to the Gunners to encourage them to do
their Duty.

Fuly 25 N.S. On the 12th Inftant the Marquifs
Villareal, who Commands in the City, fent a
Trumpet with a Letter to the Marquifs de Guerchs
Lieut. General, who immediatly carry’d it to the
Duke of Berwick, without opening it. The Duke
gave it back again, unopen’d alfo, to the Trumpet,
telling him he had not beft return for his Life 3
that he would have nothing to do with Rebels;
and that their only Way was, to open their Gates,
and furrender at Difcretion. The fame Evening,
the Trenches were open’d by four Battalions of
the Spanifh Guards, three of the Regiment of Nor.
mandy, two of Arteisy one of the Royal Artillery,
ten Companies of Grenadiers, and five Hundred
Horfe. G 3 Qa
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On the 13th, in the Afternoon, the Befieged
made. a Sally, with upwards of three Thoufand
Men, the Sieur Raimondo, a Major-General, being
at their Head, with feveral of their Officers,
Their Foot came and attack’d the Trenches in
Front, whilft their Horfe took them in Flank ; for
the Parrallel could not yet be carried on to the
Sea. Several Workmen, who did not retire Time
enough, werekilld. The Befieged made a great
Fire that Day, having a great Number of Cannon
upoi Battery, with fix Mortars, from which they
fire Stones.

In the Night between the 13th and 14th, we
perfeéted the Works, carry’d on the Parallel to-
wards the Sea, and it was finith’d in the Night
between the 14th and r5th, The Befieged made
a great Fire from their Cannon and Muskets, with
which we had but 15 or 16 Men kill’d and fome
others wounded.

The Night between the 16 and 17th was {pent
in perfecting the Works of the preceeding Nights.

On the 17th, at Four in the Morning, appear’d
twenty Deferters well mounted, among whom
were five Officers, one n2med Ponron a Major-Ge-
neral, Son of a Lawyer at ¥ich, accompanied by his
Rrother . Grenouillas a Brigadier ; Margenil a
Goldfmith’s Son, with his Brother. and two other
Oflicers.  They had their Valets and Portmanteaus
well fill'd, which rais’d a Sufpicion that they de-
fign’d to go and join the Marquifs e Pual Chief of
the Rebels in the Country; the racher, becaufe we
had Information, that they had been Ringleaders
in the Revolt. Wherefore the Duke of Bermick
fent them on board a Ship the fame Day (17th)
for the Caftle of Pensfcala, where they will be kept
tiil further Orders, This is no very happy In-
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flance to invite thofe within to fubmit to Mercy.

The Duke of Bermick, who had fo defpicable a
Notion of thefe People, to fay, That they knew
not how to Defend themfelves, nor how to Sur-
render, and fent their Letter back unopen’d, was
convinced after that he was miftaken ; the Letter
they fent him, was oaly full of fentiments of Kind-
nefs to his Perfon, to excufe themfelves that they
did not open their Gates to him, and that they
would at any Time fpare the Place wherein they
knew he had his Quarters.

Whilft they continued making a brave Refift-
ance, all Earope was affli¢ted with Compaflion for
them ; and in regard they were infpired with the
Notion of Liberty, few People could forbear to
wifh them Succefsfal.

The Parliament of Englend, in particular, took
their Cafe into Confideration, and the Houfe of
Lords addrefled Her Majefty in their Behalf, aswe
may fee.

The Houfe of Lords bumble Addrefs to Her Majefly
April the 3d. 1714,

WE your Majefty’s moft Dutiful and Loyal
Subjeéts, the Lords Spiritual and Tempo-
ral in Parliament aflembled, having taken into
Confideration the feveral Papers your Majefty was
moft gracioufly pleafed to Order to be laid before
this Houfe, in purfuance of our humble Addrefs of
the Seventeenth Day of AMurch laft, That your
Majefty wounld be pleas’d to Order an Account to
be laid before this Houfe of what Endeavourshad
been ufed that the Catalans might have the full
Injoyment of their ancient Liberties and Privile-
ges; did with the utmoft Thankfulacfs to your
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Majefty, and Satisfaltion to our Selves, obferve
the repeated and earneft Endeavours of your Ma-
Jetty for preferving to the Catalans the full Enjoyment
of all their juft and ancient Liberties; and that altho’
it appears by the Treaty of Peace with Spain, that
the King of Spaiz has hitherto not been induced
to agree with your Majefty’s interpofition in their
behalf, but infists that they fhall come under the con-
dition of his Subjeéts of Castile, there is yet room
for your Majefty’s further interpofition, for fecu-
ring to that People thofe Liberties which cannot
but be very valuable to them ; we do therefore
make it our moft humble and earneft requeft to
your Majefty, that your Majefty would be graci-
oufly pleafed to continue your Interpofition in the
moft prefling Manner, That rhe Catalans may bave
the full Enjoyment of their just and ancient Priviledges
continuedto them.

Her Majefty’s Anfwer was as follows.

My Lords,

I Heartily Thank you for this Addrefs, and the

Satisfaction you exprefs in the Endeavours I
have ufed for fecuring the Caralans their juft Li-
berties.

At the Time I concluded my Peace with Spain,
I refolved iy Interpofition upon every proper
Ocecafion for cbtaining thofe Liberties, and to pre-
vent, if poflible, the Mifsfortunes to which that
People are expofed by the Condu& of thofe more
nearly concerned to help them.

This we fuppofe Points at theEmperor 3 But had
we not put it out of his Power either to help him-
felf or them ? and was he not fain to compound
for the fafety of his Emprefs and Troops ? fBut

up-
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fuppafe this true, could we not complain that our
Ships were made ufe of to reduce them ? And was
it not highly injurious to Her Majefty’s Dignity,
and look’d like an infult to offer at fuch a Proceed-
ing ? which is evidenced by the following Letter
from our Englifh Merchants at that Time.

Sirs,

At the Foot hereof, are the Names of all our
Ships in this Port that lic under a general Embar-
go to ferve the King of Spain, and nothing will
ferve to get them releaft, notwithftanding all our
Diligence and Care, as you will hear of in a little
Time (perhaps by the Ormond Man of War, Cap-
tain Masters, who is this Day come in and going
Home, who, if he gives us Time, we fhall repre-
fent the Cafe and fend it Home;) yet by this
Means our Commerce is retarded to fend Home
our Wines and Fruit ; a deplorable Cireumftance
to be concerned, which is what offers at prefent.

lam. &c.

Eagle, Portugal,
Dreadnonghty Baltimore,
Peter, Manfell,
Hendon, Afia,
Loyal Subject, Charles,
Herne, Speedwel.
America,

N. B. Thefe Ships are to carry Horfes and Troops
for the reducing Majorca and Barcelona ; and
William Warren, Maffer of the Charles, writes,
they will agree no Frieght, nor how they fhall be paid.

This
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This is little Correfpondent with Her Ma-
jefty’s great Concern, and very probable fhe did
not want Inclination; but our Remonftrances
were become of no Weight, we were funk into
the contempt of our New Friends.

Let us now proceed with the Accounts of the
Siege of Barcelona,

N the 19th of Faly, the Sier &' Apurias Lieu-
tenant-General, theSieur de Manlevrier Ma-
jor-General, the Duke 4¢ Havre and the Sieur
Sarrore Brigadiers, mounted the Trenches, with
10 Battalions, fix Companies of Grenadiers, 1800
Workmen, and 300 Horfe. Two Deferters
affirmed, that the Officers who came out of the
Town the Day before, and were feat to Penifcola,
went on purpofe to raife the Country, and that
they did not pretend to be Deferters, till they
were ftopt by the Patroul. The Befieged made a
great Fire the whole Day, which kill'd us 4 Men,
and wounded 16 ; among thefe was the Sieur Sar-
rote a Brigadier, tho’ but flightly. At Two in
the Afternoon, the Duke of Bermick went to
view the Works ; and the whole Night was fpent
in getting ready the Batteries.

On the 20th, the Sieur de #erboom Lieutenant-
General, the Marquifs de Broglio Major-General,
and the Sieurs 4’ Alba and de Sanzay Brigadiers,
mournted the Trenches, with the fame Number
of Battalions and Troops as was done the Day
before; Three Deferters reported, That the Bea
fieged flatter’d themfelves with Succours from
Naples, and from the Miquelets, Commanded, as
they believ’d, by the Officers who were feiz’d
and fent to Penifcola; whereupon the Duke of
Berwick order’d them to be brought back to the

Camp.
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Camp. We bad that Day 10 Men kill'd and 20
wounded.

On the 211, the Trenches were reliev’d by the
Sieur de Laver Lieutenant-General, the Duke de
Mortemar Major-General, and the Sieurs Conrten
and Defmarets Brigadiers, with the fame Number
of Troops, and 200e Workmen; and we had 12
Men kill’d and wounded.

On the 22d, the Marquifs de Guerchy Lieutenant-
General, the Sieur Gabarer Major-General, and the
Chevaliers Foffe and de Nefves Brigadiers, mounted
the Trenches with a like Number of Troops.
The Duke of Bermick went in the Night to view
the Works, and cider’d two New Batteries, one
of fix Guns againft the Baftion of St. Claive, and
the other of four at the Attack of the Capuchins.
We carried in the Night-time, 40 Pieces of Can-
non, and 20 Mortars, to the Batteries ; two Pair
of Kettle-drums, four Trumpets, and a Compa-
ny of Hautboys, marching at their Head, and an-
fwering one another alternatively. The Leaders
of the Mules took up the Strawin their Return,
which had been laid to take off the Sound of the
Mufick which made too greata Noife. We had
that Dayr3o Men kill'd, and 20 wounded.

On the 23d, the Sieur de AMuret Lientenant-Ge-
neral, de Crevecenr Major General, the Vifconnt
del Puerto, and the Marquifs de Torrecufa Brigadicrs,
mounted the Trenches, with the fame Number
of Troops, and 2880 Workmen. In the Evening
we carried to the Batteries, with the fame Atten.
dants as before, 20 Cannons and 8 Mortars ; and
had 20 Soldiers x1l’d, and 12 wounded.

On the 24th, the Trenches were reliev’d by the
Chevalier de Croix Lieutenant-General, the Count
de Charny Major-General, and the Sieurs de Casiro
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and 4'Ordonnio Brigadiers, with 2000 Workmen,
and the fame Nomber of Horfe and Foot. That
Day, the Nine laft French Battalions which were
expeited, arrived in the Camp ; and the Night
following, the Duke of Berwick went and view’d
the Batteries, which were finifi’d. An Officer,
12 Troopers, and 3 Foot-Soldiers, came out to
us, who reported, that Proclamation had been
made in the City, That all Manner of Perfons, not
excepting the Priefts and Monks, muft come and
Work upon a great Retrenchment, which was be-
gun from Port Nesve to a Place calld La Locata,
which takes in the Monafteries of St. Augustin
and St. Claire. An Officer in the Spanih Guards,
and 25 Soldiers werekill’d, and 15 wounded.

On the 25th, being St. Fames's Day, whofe
Name the Duke of Berwick bears, he went into
the Trenches at Four in the Morning, and or=
der’d Mafs to be faid-therein, by the Vicar-Gene~
ral of the Army, who afterwards blefsd the Ar-
tillery. Exa&ly at five a Clock, all the Cannon
and Mortars began to play; the Royal Battery
againft the Courtiney, from the Angle of the
Baftion of Port Nexve,-to that of the Baftion of
St. Claire 3 and two other Batteries againft this
lalt Baftion, and the Redoubt of St. Exlalia, near
the Sea fide. A Bomb from the Place fet Fire to
12 Barrels of Powder, without doing any other
Damage. That Day, the Trenches were reliev’d
by the Prince de Robec Licutenant-General, the
Chevalier de Damas Major-General, the Duke
d'Havre and the Sieur Gwrbon Brigadiers, with
the ufual Number of Troops, and 2200 Workmen.
We had 12 MenkilP’d, and 8 wounded. Forty Sol-
diers deferted, who reported, that all the reft
would do the like, if they had an Opportunity.o
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On the 26thof Fuly, the Trenches were reliev’d
by Don Fuan & Acunia Lieutenant.General, the
Sieur de Caftile Major-General, and the Sieurs
de Sanvelbeuf and de Balincourt Brigadiers, with the
ufual Number of Troops, and only fix Hundred
Workmen. The two Exglifh Men of War, which
had lain in the Road, fetSail, having been anfwer'd
by the Barcelonians, That the Effe@s which they
reclaim’d were abfolutely neceflary for them in
the prefent Jun&ure ; and, That they would ei-
ther reftore them, or pay the Value, after the
Raifing of the Siege. The Batteries having made
a continual Fire, we began to difcover the Plat~
form of the Rampart. In the Night 24 Mortars
were feveral times difcharg’d all together. There
came out 24 Deferters, who faid, thofe in the
City began to talk much of Surrendring ; that
our Cannon did them a World of Damage; and
that the Right of the Attack had cut off the
Courfe of the Rivulet which fupply’d their Pow-
der-Mill with Water. The Befieged fired but lit-
tle, and by very long latervals. The Captain of
Grenadiers of the Regiment of Caffille, loftaLeg
by a Bomb-Splinter ; and we had fix Soldiers
kill’d, and ten wounded.

On the 27th, the Baron 4 Hasfeld Lieutenant-
General, the Sieur Ribadeo Major-General, and
the Sienrs Courzi and Roff: Brigadiers, mounted the
Trenches, with the ordinary Guard, and 1500
Workmen. The Battery of {ix Guns fired in the
Morning againft the Flank of the Baftion of
St. Claire 5 and that of four againft the Retrench-
ment which the Enemy had caft up againft the
Royal Battery, and which it took in Rear. Four
Deferters came out ; a Swifs Captain was kill’'d,
with 20 Soldiers, 12 were wounded; and the
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Count de Mirabel, an Eangineer, was fhot thro’
both his Cheeks with a Musket Ball.

On the 28th, the Sieurs de Geofreville Lieutenant
General, 4 _Araziel Major-General, de Velafco and
Cavalier Brigadiers, reliev’d the Trenches, with
the fame Number of Troops, and 2000 Workmen.
In the Night we fired three Branches on the Right,
and as many on the Left, in order to augment the
Fire from the Trenches. A Deferter reported,
that on the 25th there was a great Affembly in the
Town-houfe, whither the Counfel of a Hundred
repair’d. Several reprefented, that they muft
needs fobmit ; but Pillarcel, the Sieur Pinos, aPer-
fon of Quality, Baffer one of the principal Aue
thors of the Revolt of the Kingdom of Palencia,
and a great Vicar of the Bifhoprick, reje@ed that
Propofal ; this laft affuring them of Succours from
Heaven ; and Baffer, That he had the Secret of a
Powder, which would caft a Mift before the Eyes,
and lay a-fleep the Befiegers, when they fhould
make the Aflault. Upon fuch Affurances, it was
refolved to perfift in the Defence 3 neverthelefs,
Villaroel fent his Wife to Montjuy, whither the
principal Ladies of the City are retired. In the
Night, a Captain of the Regiment of Cordona was
kill'd,  with 12 Soldiers 3 and we had 20 wounded.

On the 29th, the Marquifs de Ceva Grimalds
Lieutenant-General, the Sieur Laequefi Major-Ge-
neral, and the Sieurs de Sanzazy and 4’ Alba Briga.-
diers, reliev’d the Trenches with the ufual Num-
ber of Troops. We continued the Saps, and en-
larged the Breaches ; that in the Courtine was
20 Toifes wide, and that in the Baftion of the Le-
vant 1e. Three Deferters came thro’ the Breach
in the Night , and reported, That the Evening
before, the Befieged affembled 12 or 13000 Men%
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of all Ages and Conditions, from 12 Years old,
to make a greatSally; but that when they fhould
have march’d, that Multitude difpers’d themfelves,
except five Huondred.  As the Enemy fired no
Ionger from the Cover’d Way, we fent two Gre-
nadiers to view it, who brought Word, that they
faw no Perfon in it. The Artillery of the Be-
fieged being difmounted, they had recourfe to
flinging of Stones.

The 31ft, The Batteries continued firing to en-
large the Breach, and fixty Men were kill’d and
wounded,

The 1ft of Auguft in the Night, the French
Miners had carried their Work under the Baftion
of the New Gate, and the Spariards theirs under
that of St. Claire. Four Batteries were begun
for ruining the Faces of thofe two Baftions. In
the Day, a Number of Men and Women of the
Town placed in the Breach aColours with a Death’s
Head in it.

The 2d in the Night, the Spaniards had wrought
a Mine under the right Flank of the Baftion of
St. Claire, though the French had made another
under the left Flank. But the 3d at Seven in the
Morning, the Befieged made a Sally, killed two
Miners, and took the other four, who told them
that Miners were alfo at Work under the Baftion
of the New Gate. The Befieged propofing to
feize thefe laft, made a Sally with 400 Men : The
great Bell rang out, and the Ramparts were lined
with Inhabitants, who made a very greatFire.

The 4th, the Befiegers were employed in remo
ving their Batteries, and fired only from two Bat-
teries on the Left at the Breach.

The sth at Six in the Morning, the Befieged
made a Salley with 1000 Men, and ftealing
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through Ravines and hollow Ways, which begin
at the Angel-Gate, they furprized near the Ca.
puchins, a Redoubt in which were 30 Men; of
whom a Lieutenant in the Walloon Guards and
17 Soldiers were killed. They beat off a Piquet,
and advanced to a Battery of four Guns, three of
which they nailed.

The 6th, a Battery of ten Guns, placed on the
Covered Way of the Baftion of the new Gate,
fired all Day againft the Baftion of St. Claire :
15 Men were killed, and 2.5 wounded.

The 7th, three new Batteries fired.

The 8th, Batteries made a great Fire, efpecially
that againft the Face of the Baftion of St. Claire.

The gth, fo great a Fire was made with Cannon
and Muskets, that the Befieged durft not fire;
and fowe had but one Man killed and ten wounded.

The 13th, About ten a Clock at Night the
Baftion of St. Claire was attacked by twenty Com-
panies of Grenadiers. The Fight lafted ’till Six in
the Morning of the 14th, and notwithftanding
the extraordinary Fire which the Befieged made on
all Sides, the Baftion was taken; the Aflailants
lodg’d themfelves on it, and there maintained
their Ground.

The 24th, About Noon the Befieged returned
to the Charge, in fo great Numbers, that our
Men were forced to retire and abandon the Baftion,
after having maintained themfelves on it 14 Hours.

Thefe were the Accounts given by the French
and Spaniards, thofe from others we fhall fec differs
much,

Thus far we have feen how far Things were
pufhed to the Ruin of the Caralans , and we have
mentioned fome Inftances made to Her late Majefty
by Her Parliament toward their Relief: But hqf
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this we never faw any Effe& ; not fo much, proba=
bly thro’ the want of concern to rifque thefe in-
jured People, whom we had drawn into this Mis-
fortune, as the want of Power to obtain the leaft
Favour from thofe very Cowres, which we had fo
manifeftly ferved and befriended.

On the Death of the late Queen, we find how-
evers That it wasone of the firft Things the Re-
gency thought on, when they ordered the Englifh
Refident at the Court of France to make a Re-
prefentation in favour of the Catalans.
¢ That his moft Chriftian Majetty having pro-
mifed to interpofe his good Offices with the
¢ King of Spain, in Favour of the Catalans, they
were furprifed to find, that inftead thereof, his
Moft Chriffian Majefty had fent his Troops to
aflit thofe of his Grandfon in the Redu&ion of
Barcelona ; and that their Excellencies hoped,
his Most Christian Majefty would make good his
Promifes, and confider the ill Confequences of
his fuffering Forces to A@ againft a People who
were under the Prote@tion of the Crown of Great
Britain, to which the Refident received Anfwer.
¢ Thatthe Moft Chriftian King, had already made
good his Engagements in behalf of the Catalass
That their Obftinacy was the Caufe of all the
Misfortunes that might befall them, and that his
Glorywould not fuffer him ta recall his Troaps
from before Barcelona.

So that it feems their Misfortunes were owing to

his Majesty’s Glory 5 be conld mot recal his Troops s
but overlooks the Reafun why he fent them thi-
ther , the Chief Article of all.

In fhort, all Interpoiition was vain on that Side,
they had been too much ufed to lend a Deaf Ear
to any Thing that came from Britasn.

We [hall therefore pow pafs on to the Cataﬂrg—

phe
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phe of this fatal Siege, thé Journal of which is
before given to this Time, and we are now comeé
to the Day of Storm; a Day Bloody and Difmal,
and in which Liberty was glorioufly afferted. The
beft Account given of this by the French and Spa-
nifk Journalifts is as follows, and is well worth the
Reader’s Attention, the only Town which ftood a
Storin; during the whole War as we remember.

The Duke of Bermick found the Siege hang fo
heavy on his Hands, that he was refolved to wait
no longer the Effects of his Mines, or the coming
up of the Troops he expelted, but to Storm the
Place without giving the Befieged farther Time,
who were not without Hopes of being fuccoured,
as well from the feveral Bodies they had ttill ftirring
in thc Country, as frum the Interceflions they had
made both at Vienna, Britain, the Hague, and other
Courts : But the greatelt Motive of underta-
king this Storm, which they were convinced by
the former Defence of the Garrifon, would be
very bloody and hazardous to them, had more
probably another View, which was the Remon-
firances made by the Regency of Grear Brirain
on the Death of the Queen, which if it had once
reached the Befieged, would have enflamed them
with frefh Ardour.

The Storm was undertaken the 11th of Seprems-
ber, N. S. and was very Bloody and Obftinate.
The Befieged difputed every Inch of Ground, ana
let their Enemies {pend their Vigour in the three
feveral Attacks they carried on 5 one againlt the
Baftion of the New Gate ; a Second at that of
St. Claire, and the Third at the Grand Breach;
and with their Cannon laden with Cartridge-fhot,
mowed down their Enemies in whole Ranks, no
Quarter being given on either Side, and referving
themfelves to the laft Occafion ; fo that when the
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Refieged had gained the Breach, and were enfered
the Skirts of the Town, "they found that they had
ftill a frefh Difficulty to furmount, and that all the
Streets were full of Coupures of Retrenchmentrs,
on which the Befiegers did not think to venture ;
The Befieged feeing them at a ftand took frefh
Heart, regained the Baftion of St. Perery that of
St. Augufline, &5c. and atracked the Breach again,
killed and overthrew all in their Way, and drove
the Eremy evento the Foot of it ; and had pro-
bably driven them further, but that the Body of
Referve was ordered to the Defence of it, and
Eight frefh Battalions were ordered from the Camp
to fuftain the reft, which made Fourty Nine Bat-
talions, befides Fourty Four Companies of Gre-
nadiers employed in this Affaulr. The greateft
Strefs of the A&tion lay at the Baftion of St. Peter,
which was taken and retaken Eleven times that
Day, and here the Befiegers loft an incredible
Number of Men. It may be obferved that tis ve-
ry improbable the Befieged,according to the French
Journals, fhould in this Inftant of Succefs, retire
without being driven, and beat the Chamade, if
the Marfhal Rerwick had not let them underftand,
that if they thought fit to make Propofals, he
would receive Deputies, and confeat to a fu-
fpenfion of Arms, as he accordingly did, and at
Eight in the Evening, three Perfons came out
to treat for the Body of the City. Tte Negoci-
ation was terminated the 12th in the Evening up-
on the following Conditions : That they fhould be
afluired of their Lives; that the City thould not
be Plundered 5 that they fhould be left to the Di-
{eretion of the King of Spain, which they confent-
td to with great Reluftance ; that they fheuld
immediately furrender Cardona in the State it isy
and fhould difpofe the 4sjorcans to fubmit ; I:{;xd

Laftly,
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Jaftly, that all thofe who had ferved in the regular
"Froops, and would not take Service with thofe of
France and Span, fhould have the Liberty to go
where they pleafed. In Confequence of this Capi-
tnlation Montjuy was delivered up at One in the
Morning to the Sieur Guerchois, who went into it
with Eight Battalions. The 13th at Five in the
Morning they brought the Keys of the Gate to the
Sieur Guerchy, and at Six took Poffeflion of all the
Pofls and put the neceflary Gpards in them, How
well they have kept the Faith of this Treaty, many
of thefe miferable People have dearly experienced
already ; they wereimmediately ftript and difarmed,
forced to redeem themfelves from Plunder by large
Sums, the Laws of Caftile publickly declared, and
many of the Chief of them diftributed into feveral
Goals,and deftined to the worlt of Slavery, work-
ing in the Mines. Well may their Conquerors tell
ws, they are fain to fecure their Troops in Garri-
for, in the Monafteries, Convents, &c. to preferve
them from the Refentment of the People, who will
£ill live in hopes to have an opportuaity of reco-
vering their Liberty and Privileges.

The Clergy during the whole Siege, diftinguifh-
ed themfclves in a very particulir Manner, and
fought with a defperate Refolution, and encoura-
ged the People both by their Prayer and Exam:
ple to dic in Defence of their Libertics. The Zeal
of the Women was no lefs remarkable § for they
enconraged their Hushands to ftand it out to the
laft Extremity, declaring they would fhare with
them all the Danger and Fatigue, as indeed they
did, aud worked in the Intrenchments with great
Alacrity.  This Siege coft the French and Spaniards
an incredible Sum, with the lofs of 20000 cholcg
Nea,

F I N I S



LA HISTORIA DEPLORABLE
DELS CATALANS



NOTA

Lafer dels catalans durant la guerra de successié d’Es-
panya va commoure tot Europa. Cheroisme i la tenacitat
emprats per aquest poble per defensar les seves llibertats
foren lloats fins pels mateixos enemics. A Anglaterra,
Pinteres pel desenvolupament dels fets fou tan gran que
sarribaren a publicar fulletons populars com el presentat
el 1714 per J. Baker, que pel preu d’un xiling contava
«La historia deplorable dels catalans».

La traduccié i sintesi d’aquest fulletd ha estat la base
amb queé han estat escrites aquestes pagines. El traductor
vol remarcar que, havent estat requerit a presentar sols
una versié resumida del text esmentat, sha vist sovint
obligat a anotar o recrear els fragments escollits. Tot i aixd
ha procurat mantenir el taranna informatiu del veritable
autor.



Després de la declaracié de guerra a Franga i Espanya,
el 4 de maig de 1702, una de les primeres accions d’im-
portancia va ser la memorable expedicié contra Cadis...
El nostre fracas en aquesta ocasié ens va convencer, pero,
que els espanyols, si més no els d’Andalusia, no tenien
la forca necessaria per a esbatre’s el jou frances... Vam
pensar, per tant, en un mitja que ens permetés guanyar
una entrada al regne i a conveniéncia desembarcar les
tropes per continuar la guerra amb probabilitats d’exit.
Per aixd ens vam aliar amb Portugal (...).

En aquell tractat d’alianga, entre d’altres coses, es va
convenir que arxiduc Carles, tenint indubtablement el
dret a la monarquia espanyola, anés en persona a Lisboa,
acompanyat per la Flota Reial i un exercit de 12.000
homes, dos tercos anglesos i un ter¢ holandgs, als quals
sincorporarien 13.000 portuguesos a costa dels aliats i
15.000 més a les seves (...).

D’aquesta manera, Sa Catdlica Majestat (que abans
havia estat proclamat rei a Viena) desembarci a Lisboa a
finals de febrer de 1704 malgrat les tardances ocasiona-
des pels vents.

Per tal que el lector pugui entendre millor I'estrategia
d’aquesta expedicié, no féra impropi assenyalar que els
regnes d’Aragé i de Castella, units des de fa molt de
temps pel casament de Ferran i Isabel, mantenen encara
les seves antigues enemistats. A més, els castellans, des de
la mort del rei Carles 11, es van adherir als interessos fran-
cesos amb entusiasme poc esperat d’una nacié que d’an-
tic té interessos tan diferents. Només aquest motiu era rad
suficient perque el poble d’Aragd desitgés un Titol de la
Casa d’Austria.



Sota el nom d’Aragé s'aplega no solament aquest antic
reialme sind també el regne de Valencia i el Principat de
Catalunya: els valencians hi estaven més ben predisposats,
perd els catalans van fer mostres tan grans de zel per la
seva sobirania legitima, que la reina Anna, per consell dels
seus ministres, va creure convenient enviar Mr. Crow per
incitar-los a fer una revolucié (...).

Per encoratjar els ciutadans Mr. Crow portava la
segiient carta de la reina:

«(...) Havent-nos armat en defensa de les llibertats
d’Europa, per tal de reduir 'exorbitant poder de Franca
i frustrar els nostres veins en la seva aspiracié a la monar-
quia universal, hem estat informats amb gran satisfaccié
que esteu molts zelosos d’assegurar les vostres llibertats.
Que suportant amb justa indignacié el jou frances impo-
sat, esteu determinats a convertir-vos en homes de revo-
lucid. Per aixd hem considerat oportd enviar-vos el nos-
tre lleial i benvolgut Mr. Crow, al qual hem donat poders
totals i autoritat per a tractar i actuar amb vosaltres en
totes i cadascuna de les particularitats que ens puguin
conduir a la perfeccié d’aquest treball insigne. No dub-
tem que la seva arribada serd molt agraida (...) (7 de marg

de 1705)».

(Nota: Les garanties de la reina Anna decidiren els cata-
lans a signar el 20 de juny de 1705, a Génova, un pacte en
virtur del qual Anglaterra desembarcaria les seves tropes a
Catalunya a canvi de garantir el manteniment de les lli-
bertats i institucions del Principat, fins i tot davant de
situacions adverses.)

La flota i les forces angleses, amb Sa Catolica Majestat
a bord, arribaren davant de Barcelona el 12 d’agost de
1705. Diariament el rei rebia noves mostres de I'afecte del
poble de Catalunya que l'apressava a emprendre el setge
de la ciutat (...).

I



En el primer consell de guerra (16 d’agost), els generals
arribaren a la conclusié que el setge no podia ser empres
amb esperances d’exit. En un segon consell de guerra, dies
més tard, el comte de Peterborough discrepa de 'opinié
de la resta dels generals adduint entre altres raons que:

«Sa Majestat persisteix amb fermesa en la creenca que
la ciutat de Barcelona es rendiria si es batés en bretxa la
muralla...

»Cap altra rad, sind la desobediéncia manifesta a les
ordres de Sa Majestat (la reina), m'impediria complir
qualsevol mandat que vingués de Sa Catdlica Majestat
(Cl rei)».

Malgrat tot, en el consell de guerra del 25 d’agost els
generals es mantingueren encara ferms en les seves opi-
nions sobre el risc del setge, perd I'endema arribaren a
aquest acord: «Des que el rei d’Espanya esta decidit a fer
un intent d’assalt sobre Barcelona, durant divuit dies, no
obstant els nostres arguments irrefutables en sentit con-
trari, i puix que estem extremadament pressionats pel rei
i els seus ministres, estem disposats a dur a terme l'intent
mencionat al temps que volem expressar en el nostre
interes que aquesta accié ens excloura de tots els futurs
serveis d’aquesta campanya militar (...)».

Lendema, el comte de Peterborough va escriure una
carta al princep de Hesse: «(...) El consell de guerra ha
resolt sacrificar les vides, opinions i interessos del seu pafs
a les demandes absolutes del rei, en la seguretat que la
gent del pafs convindra amb nosaltres en tots els oficis de
guerra (...)».

El dia 28, perd, tots els acords van ser revocats pels
generals, que disposaren embarcar les tropes cap a Savoia.
El rei Carles, davant d’aquesta actitud, prengué la deter-
minacié inamovible de restar amb els seus catalans. Res
féra més dolords per a ell que el pensament d’abandonar
un poble que ha vist posar-se voluntariament al seu servei,
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i des del qual espera tot sol fer el camf cap al tron d’Es-
panya.

Vista la posicié intransigent dels generals, el rei prova
d’obtenir ajuda entre aquells en qui encara confiava, i
ordena al princep de Hesse d’escriure a Sir Cloudsley
Shovel:

«Sa Catdlica Majestat estd molt apesarada de trobar
Lord Peterborough resolt altra vegada a deixar aquesta
empresa... Sa Majestat troba que els seus stbdits i la seva
corona seran sacrificats sense rad, per aixo esta resolt a
quedar-se amb ells passi el que passi; la qual cosa vol
fer-vos saber esperant que vés no permetreu la crueltat
d’aquest abandd (...)».

Aquesta carta fou seguida d’una altra 'endema:

«Des del Camp, 9 de setembre de 1705:

»(...) el rei esta obligat en honor i consciencia a no
abandonar els seus bons stbdits, els quals li han demos-
trat tot el zel imaginable. Més de dos tercos del pafs shan
posat sota la seva obediencia i el consideren com el rei
legftim... Crec que I'tdnica solucié és que el rei es dispo-
si a seguir les resolucions preses en el consell de guerra
del passat mes de marg, on sacorda apoderar-nos de
Tarragona, mantenir les tropes holandeses amb nosaltres
i desplegar els nostres quarters d’hivern a Tortosa, i fins
a Valéncia si es presentava 'ocasié».

Aquesta resolucié va ser acceptada per Sa Majestat.
Qualsevol projecte era admissible, tret d’abandonar un
poble que, amb gran risc, li havia expressat una gran
lleialtat.

Hi ha moltes altres cartes i papers relacionats amb la

guerra; perd sols he volgut destacar-ne aquells que tenien
una estreta relacié amb la gent del pais i amb la bona
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disposicié que mostraven envers el princep de la casa
d’Austria (...).

Es podria pensar que una part necessaria d’aquest tre-
ball f6ra donar algunes explicacions sobre les operacions
militars, i aquelles circumstancies relacionades amb la
gent del pais. Aprofito, doncs, 'avinentesa per presentar
una carta de Sir Cloudsley al Princep i al Consell...

«D’acord amb el consell de guerra del 5 d’agost, sal-
parem cap a Altea, després d’haver enviat alguns dels
nostres vaixells a les costes de Catalunya per poder estar
informats veritablement de la disposicié de la gent del
pais, i saber fins a on podien ser dtils en la reduccié de
Barcelona... Seguint el mateix procediment vam enviar
també el capita Loads amb I'Orford a Dénia, una ciutat:
emmurallada amb un castell armat amb vint canons.
Després d’'un primer atac sobre Dénia, el poble obliga el
governador a lliurar la ciutat, i a admetre com a nou
governador el comandant general Ramos Basset, a qui els
magistrats i caps dels ciutadans van donar paraula de
fidelitat al rei Carles II.

»Vam continuar la nostra travessia cap a Barcelona
amb la més gran de les diligéncies, i, malgrat la mena de
mariners miserables que portavem, el temps i el vent ens
van ser favorables i ancorarem a la ciutat el dia 11 a la
tarda (...). El diumenge dia 12 Pexércit va baixar en terra
(...); no vam trobar oposicid i no es va disparar ni un sol
tret de mosquetd per impedir el nostre desembarcament.
La gent de les poblacions veines es va quedar a casa,
tothom ens considerava com a amics, i a la guarnicié
com a enemics (...).

»El dia 3 al mati, Lord Peterborough amb part de I'e-
xercit va atacar Montjuic. El dia 6, per accident, explota
un magatzem de pélvora dins el castell, i la nostra gent
va aprofitar I'oportunitat de la confusié de 'enemic per
forgar el castell i conquerir-lo. Tots els enemics van ser
fets presoners de guerra. Latac al castell es realitzd amb
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molt poques baixes, perd, entre d’altres, va morir el
princep de Hesse. Aquesta perdua, la vam lamentar molt,
perd més especialment per la gent del pais.

»Després d’aquesta accid, Sa Senyoria ens indica que
si hi havia alguna possibilitat de prendre la ciutat de
Barcelona, haurfem de realitzar 'atac (...).

»El Britannia enfront de Barcelona, 12 d’octubre de
1705.»

«La present reporta a Vostra Altesa Reial la relacié
dels procediments des del passat 10 de setembre (...).

»El dia 11 al vespre, vam ordenar comengar el bom-
bardeig de la ciutat de Barcelona des dels vaixells bombar-
ders de la flota (...).

»El 12, una de les nostres bateries de terra obri també
foc, i féu danys considerables a 'enemic (...).

»El 16, Sa Catolica Majestat m’'informa que la ciutat
i el castell de Tarragona, que encara estaven en contra
d’ell, van ser bloquejats per alguns dels seus sdbdits
fidels. Vam poder subministrar-los armes perqué pogues-
sin reduir l'enemic i alhora els ajudarem amb una o dues
fragates (...).

»El 17, vam desplegar la nostra gran bateria de tren-
ta canons, catorze dels quals van comengar a actuar sobre
la part de la muralla on voliem obrir una bretxa (...). El
mateix dia el comte de Peterborough puja a bord i ens
féu sabedors de la gran necessitat que hi havia de diners
per a mantenir 'exercit i dur a bon terme el setge de
Barcelona i les accions militars a la resta de Catalunya...
Davant d’aix0 els oficials de les esquadres van decidir
deixar quaranta mil dolars del seu contingent i una peti-
ta quantitat de diners de la flota.

»El 19, prenguérem la determinacié de quedar-nos
davant de Barcelona més temps del que en principi
haviem decidit (...). Vam continuar el bombardeig de la
ciutat des del mar, ja que el nostre petit magatzem de
projectils i el temps ho permeteren.
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»El 22, per tal de garantir la seguretat de la ciutat de
Lleida, el Princep de Liechtenstein i el comte de Peter-
borough van sollicitar, a peticié de Sa Catdlica Majestat,
que fossin subministrats prop de cinquanta barrils de pél-
vora i una certa quantitat de bales. El consell de guerra
aprova la resolucié (...).

»El 23 al vespre, vam obrir una bretxa a la muralla.
Estant disposats per a I'atac, vam tornar a convocar la
ciutat. Barcelona va preferir capicular (...).

»El 26, van informar en secret a Sa Catolica Majestat
que la guarnicié de Tarragona es rendiria si bombardeja-
ven la placa. Rapidament van salpar vaixells amb l'ordre
de sotmetre la ciutat (...).

»El 2, Sa Catolica Majestat m’ha fet saber que els seus
lleials stibdits havien assetjat la fortalesa de Girona.

»El 3 a la tarda, els ciutadans de Barcelona s'aixecaren
contra la guarnicié espanyola i sens dubte haurien mort
el virrei i els simpatitzants del duc d’Anjou si aquests no
haguessin volgut la proteccié del meu Senyor i de I'exér-
cit, que en aquell instant marxava cap a la ciutat... Tot i
aix0, Sa Senyoria no va poder evitar els saquejos i roba-
toris a moltes cases d’aquells que eren enemics del rei
Carles I1I.

»El 5, el capita Cavendish torna de Tarragona després
de sotmetre aquella ciutat (...). El virrei, temords de la
rabia de la gent, va demanar que la seva guarnicié fos
transportada per mar (...). De primer volgueren ser des-
embarcats cap a I'est; perd quan van saber que tot el pafs,
tret de Roses, estava a les mans del rei Carles III, i no
sentint-se segurs en cap part de Catalunya, van voler ser
desembarcats prop de Malaga o Almeria.»

La noticia de la conquesta de Catalunya va ser molt

ben rebuda a Anglaterra i amb ella van arribar aquestes
cartes adrecades a la reina.
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Carta del rei Carles a la reina de la Gran Bretanya.
«Senyora germana meva,

»(...) vull fer-vos saber que la ciutat de Barcelona sTha
rendit a mi per capitulacié. No dubto que rebreu aques-
tes noticies amb gran satisfaccié... He de fer justicia a tots
els oficials i soldats, i en particular a Lord Peterborough,
que ha mostrat en tota aquesta campanya una constancia,
bravesa i conducta que prova I'encert de Vostra Majestat
en escollir-lo... Durant el setge de Barcelona alguns dels
vaixells de Vostra Majestat, amb I'ajut de les tropes del
pais, van prendre la ciutat de Tarragona... Girona va ser
presa de sorpresa, també per les tropes del pais. La ciu-
tat de Lleida s’ha rendit, i també la de Tortosa a ’Ebre;
per tant hem conquerit totes les places de Catalunya,
tret de Roses. Algunes places a 'Aragé, prop de Sara-
gossa, m’han donat suport, i la guarnicié del castell de
Dénia a Valencia va rebutjar els atacs de 'enemic (...). La
presa de Barcelona amb un nombre tan petit de tropes és
molt remarcable (...). Només amb set o vuit mil homes
del vostre exercit i dos-cents miquelets, vam assetjar 1 fer
rendir una plaga, que 30.000 francesos no pogueren blo-
quejar (...). La crueltat del virrei provoca els ciutadans,
que prengueren les armes contra la guarnici6 (...); hauria
pogut ser una carnisseria (...), perd les tropes de Vostra
Majestat entraren a la ciutat i en lloc de saquejar-la, una
practica comuna en aquestes ocasions, apaivagaren el
tumult i salvaren la ciutat i fins i tot les vides dels ene-
mics, amb disciplina i generositat sense exemple (...). He
pensat, d’acord amb els sentiments dels vostres generals i
almiralls, a donar suport a les conquestes obtingudes amb
la meva presencia i mostrar als meus sibdits que no puc
abandonar-los (...). Séc conscient que el suport dels meus
interessos us ha causat una gran despesa. Pero, senyora,
sacrifico la meva persona, i els meus subdits de Catalunya
exposen també les seves vides i fortunes amb la seguretat
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que es troben sota la generosa proteccié de Vostra
Majestat.»

Moltes cartes d’agraiment i felicitacié va rebre la
reina Anna d’Anglaterra. Cal esmentar les de la Junta
Militar de Catalunya, la de les ciutats de Vic i Barcelona
i la del Consistori de Diputats i Auditors Generals de
Comptes del Principat de Catalunya, entre d’altres. Totes
elles contenien a més grans elogis pel coratge mostrat pel
comte de Peterborough, que escrivi a la reina aquestes
paraules:

«Que els vostres aliats i el vostre parlament no aban-
donin mai un rei que ha comengat el seu regnat amb tal
resolucié i coratge, ni una provincia amb un poble tan
valerds i lleial».

La reina, per la seva part, reunf les dues cambres par-
lamentaries i, davant I'exit de I'operaci6, opina que la
manera més rapida d’instaurar la monarquia de la casa
d’Austria a Espanya i assegurar els avantatges que havien
aconseguit era donar el maxim suport a la guerra a
Catalunya, a la qual cosa tots els parlamentaris expressa-
ren el seu acord.

La cort francesa i la de Madrid van ser sensibles al
perill que aixd representava i (...) desplegaren un poderds
exércit a Catalunya abans que els confederats poguessin
reaccionar. El poble de Catalunya no s’intimida per aixo,
sind que expressa encara més la seva lleialtac al rei Car-
les II1.

De la correspondencia d’aquells moments destaquem
les segiients cartes:

Carta del Princep de Liechtenstein a Sir John Leake,
datada el 26 de marc de 1706:

«Sa Majestat el Rei esta essent atacat a dues bandes
per uns exercits considerables: 'un és sota el comanda-
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ment d’Anjou i l'altre sota el del duc de Noailles. La ciu-
tat de Barcelona esta assetjada; facilment podreu jutjar la
gran necessitat que hi ha de rebre ajut rapidament amb
una esquadra, tropes i diners, tal com va designar la reina
per al socors de Catalunya (...). Les noticies que tenim
segons els moviments de 'enemic sén la seva decisié de
deixar enrere les ciutats de Lleida i Girona i marxar amb
les seves forces directament a Barcelona, que en les condi-
cions actuals pot oferir una defensa molt feble. No té tro-
pes regulars i sols la defensen els seus habitants. El castell
de Montjuic estd en les mateixes condicions de quan el
vam prendre...».

Carta del rei Carles a Sir John Leake:

«Almirall Leake, voldria aprofitar aquesta ocasié per
fer-vos coneixedor del gran risc en que es troben aquest
Principat i la meva reial persona. Estic convengut que
dema I'enemic ens atacara. A hores d’ara m’han bloque-
jat amb una esquadra i la seva armada gairebé assetja la
ciutat. He decidit, malgrat que la meva guarnicié sigui
petita —mil homes de tropes regulars i quatre-cents de
cavalleria— no deixar aquesta plaga. Marxar significaria la
pérdua de la ciutat i, en conseqii¢ncia, de totes aquelles
altres poblacions reduides a la meva obedi¢ncia al llarg
dels feligos exits de 'tltima campanya. Per aquesta rad,
opino que és millor arriscar-ho tot. Sense dubtar com
vareu arribar a contribuir en els primers socors, espero
veure-us en els propers dies enfront d’aquesta plaga, on,
com ja sabeu, valor i accié poden esdevenir gloriosos
exits.

»31 de marg de 1706».
Carta del rei d’Espanya al comte de Peterborough:

«LCenemic és a dues llegiies d’aqui. Els meus sibdits
estan disposats fins a perdre I'dltima gota de la seva sang
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per mi. Les armes i les provisions per a la nostra defensa
depenen de Vs, estimat Lord. Estaria content de deixar
la meva vida en aquesta ciutat si la meva salvaguarda no
fos del grat de I'interes general. La meva esperanca, doncs,
esta en Vés. No perdeu temps, benvolgut Lord, per venir
a ajudar-me. Ho volem tot per resistir i defensar-nos per
molt de temps.

»La nit del 30 de marg de 1706 a Barcelonan.

Carta del rei Carles a Sir John Leake:

«Senyor, no ha estat pas amb petita satisfaccié que he
estat informat per les cartes del comte de Peterborough
de la vostra feli¢ arribada a les costes de Valencia. No
dubto que ja estareu assabentat de la perdua de Montjiiic
i les condicions en que es troba Barcelona. Sembla, pels
moviments dels enemics, que també hagin tingut esment
de la vostra proximitat, perd en lloc de pensar a retirar-
se han reblat els seus esforcos. Tot sembla indicar que
faran intents desesperats per a apropiar-se d’aquesta ciu-
tat abans no arribi la flota amb el vostre socors (...).

»Barcelona, 4 de maig de 1706».

Patint tan gran fretura qualsevol altre poble ja shau-
ria descoragjat. Perd els catalans, en el seu desesper, no
tingueren el més petit desmai. Prenien exemple del seu
rei, com mostra un petit passatge del diari d’un oficial
angles present en aquell setge memorable:

«El rei Carles cada dia fa la ronda a cavall. De vega-
des per Montjuic, de vegades per les muralles de la ciu-
tat. I és, de fet, la vida i l'anima d’aquest poble que sem-
bla no tenir el més petit desmai. Les botigues estan ober-
tes cada dia, els comergos van endavant, les dones riuen,
els nois canten i, al vespre, es dorm sense malsons de
setges».



De l'arribada de la flota aliada i de 'ajut que rebé la
ciutat no exposaré més que el que conté la carta de Sir
John Leake al Secretari del Princep, datada 1’1 de maig
de 1706.

«El dia 13, a les dues del mati, hem salpat de Gibral-
tar, amb vent de 'oest nord-oest, enviant el Pembroke, el
Tyger, el Leopard i un vaixell de guerra holandes amb
ordres d’anar primer cap a Altea o Dénia per tenir noti-
cies de les forces que 'enemic tenia enfront de Barce-
lona. El dia 15 un mercant holandes, que aconsegui la
flota en sis dies des de Lisboa, ens informi que un com-
boi amb forces irlandeses havia salpat de Lisboa un dia
abans que ell. El 18 al mat{ arribavem a 'alcada d’Altea
i a la tarda retrobavem els quatre vaixells abans esmen-
tats, els quals no em van donar cap noticia diferent de les
que jo ja sabia, ni cap carta de Lord Peterborough. Amb
aix0 vaig convocar consell de guerra i vam resoldre espe-
rar larribada del comboi irlandés. El vent era de
ponent. Era millor quedar-nos on estavem fins I'ende-
ma al vespre. Immediatament, perd, vaig fer salpar les
mateixes quatre fragates cap a Vinards i Tortosa, a la
costa de Catalunya, per saber més noticies. Lendema
al mati, el Panther, al qual vaig ordenar la nit anterior
de vigilar l'arribada del comboi irlandes, va descobrir
tres vaixells, que amb poques hores ens van aconseguir.
Van resultar ser UAntilop, el Winchester i el Faulcon,
que ens duien la nova que Sir George Bing venia per
trobar-se amb nosaltres. Vaig convocar un altre consell
de guerra i vam resoldre d’esperar-lo i posar els vaixells
sota el seu comandament, la qual cosa fou feta a les deu
del mati segiient. Al vespre vam marxar cap a Tarra-
gona, el lloc que haviem acordat per trobar-nos. El 21
i el 22, vents molt forts del nord ens van fer retroce-
dir. El 26 seguent pero, Valg arribar a Barcelona a
temps per evitar que calgues a les mans dels seus ene-
mics. La darrera nit Penemic: va comengar a marxar tot
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deixant al seu darrere cinquanta canons i tretze mor-
ters.»

La joia dels catalans en aquesta ocasié no és per ser
descrita. Van rebre els seus alliberadors anglesos amb els
bragos oberts.

(Nota: La desfera dels Borbons en la guerra de successié
a Espanya semblava imminent: al mateix temps que Felip V
es veia obligat a fer una retirada desastrosa i refugiar-se
a Franga, Lord Galway, amb un exércit angloportugues,
aconseguia entrar a Salamanca i comengar a avangar sobre

Madyrid.)

Abans que es tingués coneixement a Madrid del fra-
cas del setge de Barcelona, la reina d’Espanya, esposa de
Felip V, en una assemblea de magistrats feia el segiient
discurs:

«Us he fet venir i séc davant vostre per fer-vos saber
el dolor que pateix I'estat. No us puc amagar que men-
tre el rei estd exposant la seva vida per la vostra defensa
(el cel beneeixi les seves armes) amb éxit a Catalunya
—espero que la rebellié a la provincia sigui ben aviat
reduida— els assumptes no van bé a Extremadura. La
preservacié de la monarquia és ara el punt en qiiestid.
Vosaltres mateixos esteu en la necessitat peremptoria de
mostrar el vostre zel i lleialtat sacrificant-ho tot pel rei,
per mi i per vosaltres».

Es ben sabut que tot Espanya tendia a la revolucié.
Explicar les raons per les quals aquesta no reeixi no
formen part d’aquest treball, per la qual cosa no considero
necessari fer-ne mencié. Només cal esmentar que quan
les coses tornaren a anar malament a Castella i el rei Car-
les III, que havia aconseguit entrar a Madrid el juliol de
1706, es va veure obligat a marxar altra vegada a Cata-
lunya, els seus subdits el van rebre amb més alegria que
mai.
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Lany 1707 va ser el del ressorgiment de Felip V. La
fatal batalla d’Almansa va reduir els interessos del rei
Carles a una condicié desesperada. Requena, Valeéncia i
Saragossa revoltades, Xativa fou presa i cremada, Alzira,
Mequinensa i altres poblacions preses, i la frontera de
Catalunya altra vegada oberta. Els catalans van empren-
dre la seva propia defensa amb l'ajut d’algunes petites
tropes regulars. Era molt probable que fossin atacats des
del costat del Rosselld, on I'enemic estava aplegant els
Seus exercits.

Malgrat tot, perd, els catalans van conservar el seu
esperit i es mantingueren ferms en els seus compromisos.
El poble es comportava amb gran obediencia cap al seu
sobira, el rei Carles, i amb gran gratitud respecte als
anglesos.

Fins ara he exposat com els catalans van ser dirigits i
portats cap a la guerra. A continuacié us explicaré com
van ser abandonats a la seva sort.

(Nota: Després de deu anys de guerra, Gran Bretanya i
Franga desitjaven la pau. Sobretot des de la mort, sense suc-
cessid, de l'emperador Josep I, que convertia en hereu el seu
germa arxiduc Carles. Aquest optava aixi a les corones de
Uimperi germanic i d’Espanya. Un perill massa gran per a
Franga i Anglaterra, que safanyaren a negociar un tractat
a Utrecht i Rastadt. En aquest tractat satorgava la corona
d’Espanya a Felip V| Anglaterra conservava Menorca i
Gibraltar i se li concedien importants avantatges per comer-
ciar amb América; Flandes i els altres territoris espanyols a
Europa es lliuraven al nou emperador Carles VI. Daltra
banda, malgrat que totes les poténcies aliades es van sentir
obligades a ajudar Catalunya, aquell poble que havia llui-
tat amb tant de coratge, les resisténcies a trobar solucions
per part de Felip V i la por per part dels aliats que un fra-
cas del tractat fes perdre els avantarges adquirits, van fer
abandonar els catalans a la seva sort.)
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¢Com va afectar la pau entre les grans potencies els
pobres catalans en particular? En parlaré tot seguit:

Quan finalment Sa Majestat, la reina Anna, va resoldre
la pau, s'acorda desposseir 'emperador, I'antic rei Car-
les I1I, de Catalunya i de tot el que havia conquerit a
Espanya. Sa Majestat, a més, va haver de tenir cura
d’assegurar el retorn de 'emperadriu i de les tropes
imperials fora de Catalunya, ates que 'emperador havia
marxat abans deixant la reina i les tropes defensant les
seves conquestes mentre ell tornava o bé feia arribar ajuda
als valerosos catalans.

La retirada de 'emperador de Catalunya va ser es-
tipulada a la convencié o acord per a I'Evacuacié de
Catalunya, pactada entre els ministres francesos, brita-
nics i el ministre imperial, que hi va estar d’acord, no
perque li agradés siné perqueé no hi podia fer res més.

No tinc res més a dir sobre aix0, perd observeu uns
paragrafs d’aquest tractat:

«Tan aviat com l'evacuacié hagi comengat, quedaran
garantits i publicats en favor de tots els habitants de
Catalunya una amnistia general i un perpetu oblit de tot
alld que hauran fet en temps de guerra. I ates que el ple-
nipotenciari del poder que retira les seves tropes de
Catalunya i de les illes ha insistit ardorosament en el fet
que abans de I'evacuacié els catalans puguin gaudir dels
seus privilegis (...) la reina assegura recérrer als seus bons
oficis per assolir aquest objectiu (...). Tanmateix el rei més
cristid, mitjangant els seus plenipotenciaris, s'adhereix
també a aquesta proposta».

El rei Carles, escollit emperador, va deixar els seus
subdits catalans. Les arts que es feren servir per a aban-
donar aquest poble es fan paleses a la segiient carta d’'un
oficial de I'exércit:

El 8 de setembre, 'almirall holandés Pieterson salpa
amb la seva esquadra de Barcelona... El mateix dia el
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general de brigada Price, que manava les tropes angleses,
va notificar al comte Staremberg —que a través del prin-
cep Tserclaes de Tilly havia rebut ordres de Lord
Bolingbroke— que la suspensié de les hostilitats per terra
i mar entre Franga i Anglaterra shavia perllongat quatre
mesos des del dia 20 d’agost. El cami pres per fer arribar
aquestes ordres a les mans del general de brigada fou molt
extraordinari:

Alguns dies abans arribd un trompeter de 'enemic
amb una carta per al mariscal de camp Staremberg. A la
carta es demanava la llibertat d’uns presoners i alguna
cosa més de poca importancia. Per la seva actitud, se sos-
pita que el trompeter venia amb altres intencions i se li va
preguntar si portava cap altra carta. Ell confessa que li
havia estat confiada una segona carta adrecada directa-
ment al comandant oficial de les tropes britaniques. El
trompeter fou amenagat amb la forca per portar cartes per
a una altra persona que no fos el comandant en cap. Les
lleis de guerra determinen que les cartes només han de ser
adregades a ell i només ell les pot obrir.

El mariscal de camp envid una altra carta al princep
Tserclaes de Tilly dient-li que: «pensava que un general
estaria més ben assabentat de les lleis i els costums de la
guerra. Si aquest gest es repetis una altra vegada penjarien
el portador».

El princep Tserclaes contesta amb una resposta molt
educada, perd dos dies més tard va convéncer un oficial
subaltern d’un regiment irlandés de portar una altra
carta al general de brigada anglés Price. En aquesta carta
el princep deia: «Ningu, sind jo mateix, el coronel d’'un
regiment irlandés i el portador, sabem que us he escrit. I
ho he fet per informar-vos que m’ha arribat per vés una
ordre de la vostra cort. El general de brigada Price con-
voca consell doficials per deliberar qué calia fer, contes-
tar amb una altra missiva al princep Tserclaes o bé assa-
bentar el mariscal de camp d’aquest afer.

La major part dels oficials van ser de I'opinié d’infor-
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mar el general d’aquest assumpte, ja que encara no
podien mirar els francesos siné com a enemics.

El mariscal de camp, ja informat, ordena al general
de brigada d’enviar un timbaler a buscar I'ordre abans
esmentada. Uendema el consell de guerra decidi enviar a
Barcelona el lloctinent general Koningseck per informar
d’aquest fet la reina, ja que semblava molt estrany que
'ordre de cessament d’hostilitats hagués arribat privada-
ment i des de 'enemic mentre el ministre anglés en per-
sona estava en aquesta ciutat.

El dia 15, el general de brigada Price, després de
trobar-se amb l'almirall Jennings, comenca a preparar el
retorn a Anglaterra de les seves tropes. El 16, el batall$
angles d’Elliot marxava de Tarragona. El 17, cinc bata-
llons anglesos i un regiment de dragons abandonaven el
nostre exércit perqueé havien rebut ordres per mitja d’'un
timbaler de 'enemic. El 27, el comte Staremberg va rebre
alguns despatxos de la cort de Viena. El 30, el comte
d’Atalaya, general dels portuguesos, es disposava a anar a
Barcelona amb el pretext de patir una indisposicié, perd
podem assegurar que hi va anar per acordar amb I'almi-
rall anglés la forma de regular la marxa de les seves tropes,
les quals embarcaren ben aviat per ser transportades a
Portugal. En qualsevol cas el nostre exércit es va veure
disminuit en un batallé més i deu esquadrons.

El primer d’octubre vam saber que el duc frances de
Berwick destaca vint-i-cinc batallons i alguns esquadrons
al Rossellé. El dia 5, un capitd dels nostres voluntaris
notificd que va atacar a 'alcada de Mequinensa un com-
boi enemic que anava de Fraga cap a Lleida. El mateix dia
el general Nebot, que comandava els miquelets i els
voluntaris de la muntanya, va ser atacat prop de la fron-
tera per 300 enemics a cavall i 300 a peu. L'11, va arribar
a Barcelona, des de Gibraltar, un vaixell de guerra angles
amb ordres per a les seves tropes. El 14, 'esquadra angle-
sa salpa cap a port-Mahd. El 18, 'exércit enemic passa el
Segre per Lleida i acampa als afores d’aquesta ciutat. El
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21, arribd a Agramunt i fixd en aquesta ciutat el seu
quarter general. E1 22, algunes cartes confirmaren que els
batallons francesos destacats al Rossellé van arribar a la
frontera de 'Emporda.

A partir d’aquell moment els exercits espanyols i
francesos es van llancar sobre el Principat.

Els estats de Catalunya prengueren determinacions
de gran valentia i aix{ ho expressaren en les cartes adre-
cades a 'emperador:

Els vostres stibdits més lleials no es convertiran en vic-
times miserables dels seus irreconciliables enemics. Us
oferim, Majestat, de fer els més grans sacrificis per a obte-
nir aquest objectiu i contribuir d’aquesta manera a la con-
tinuacié dels felicos &xits (...). Senyor, supliquem a la
Vostra Catdlica Majestat, amb el més profund respecte,
de perseverar en la determinacié que heu pres, tan impor-
tant i necessaria, de mantenir i restablir Espanya sota el
domini de Vostra Majestat per la forca de les armes.

Si per atzars de la fortuna, en les resolucions del trac-
tat de pau es decidis d’altra manera i el domini d’aques-
ta monarquia shagués de dividir, molt respectuosament
demanem a Vostra Majestat de protegir Catalunya i les
seves provincies adjacents amb tot el vostre poder, de tal
manera que si no es pot salvar sencer el cos de la monar-
quia, que es pugui si més no mantenir separada.

Anem ara a la part més memorable d’aquest treball,
I'Evacuacié de Catalunya.

Entre els acords generals, que més endavant signifi-
caré, lemperador es va veure obligat a acceptar clausules
com les que vam trobar en un altre apartat del tractat:

«Sa Majestat Imperial consentirda immediatament la
neutralitat d’Italia i evacuard Catalunya. El rei Felip i la
reina garantiran el perdd als catalans amb la preservacié
dels seus antics drets i privilegis».
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Conveni o Acord per a I'Evacuacié de Catalunya.

«Els alemanys i forces confederades seran transportats,
amb la més gran diligéncia i seguretat, fora del Principat
de Catalunya i de les illes de Mallorca i Eivissa... Entre
les parts implicades en la guerra (...) hi haurd un cessa-
ment total de les hostilitats que comengara quinze dies
després d’haver tingut noticies del present acord (...). La
cort que ara resideix a Barcelona marxard amb tots els
seus exércits cap a Italia.

»Tan aviat com I'evacuacid haurd comengat, es garan-
tird i publicara, a favor dels habitants de Catalunya, una
amnistia general i un oblit perpetu per tot el que van fer
al llarg d’aquesta guerra (...).

»I ja que els plenipotenciaris del poder que retira les
seves tropes de Catalunya i de les illes han insistit d’ob-
tenir, abans de I'evacuacid, el gaudi dels privilegis dels
catalans, i que aquest afer es contemplava en els acords
de pau (...), el rei més cristia ha declarat a través dels
seus plenipotenciaris d’assentir en aquest mateix objec-
tiu. (...)».

Podem jutjar amb facilitat quin va ser I'astorament
dels pobres catalans quan van tenir coneixement d’aquests
articles. Lemperadriu tracta amb alguns membres de la
Diputacié aquest assumpte en aquests termes:

«Havent estat abandonat per alguns dels seus aliats,
Pemperador sha vist obligat, per la seguretat del nostre
perdd i de les tropes que hi ha en aquests paisos, de con-
sentir la present evacuacié de Catalunya (...)».

El rei Felip, per fer I'afer més creible, decretd una
amnistia formal per als catalans en aquests termes:

«Malgrat I'obstinada ceguesa amb que els nadius i
habitants del Principat de Catalunya continuen refusant
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les obligacions que com a stbdits van contraure per jura-
ment (...), ELS PERDONO ABSOLUTAMENT 1 TOTAL, i els
rebo feli¢ a tots sota la meva proteccié. Amb la condi-
cid, perd, (...) que estaran obligats a executar les meves
ordres i les dels meus generals; declarant que tots
aquells que no se sotmetessin a aquests termes en dos
mesos, com a darrer termini, seran des de llavors consi-
derats culpables d’alta traicid i jutjats com a tals amb les
lleis més severes».

Els catalans van rebutjar aquesta amnistia, o perdd,
amb indignacid perque estava redactada tan ambiguament
que no els permetia saber directament si els seus privilegis
estaven o no inclosos.

Mentrestant el duc de Populi, nomenat pel rei Felip
Capita General de Catalunya, arriba per prendre posses-
si6 del Principat. Aquest era I'antic governador, que por-
tava amb ell tot el ressentiment que un home apassionat
i perjudicat pot guardar (...).

Aquests sén alguns dels fets que van succeir aquells
dies a Barcelona:

El 14 de juny, el comte Staremberg rebé una carta
urgent dels seus comissaris, els quals shavien trobat amb
els del rei Felip a Cervera. Li deien que havent-los indicat
que els privilegis dels catalans havien d’ésser confirmats
abans de la cessacié de les armes (...), foren respostos pels
espanyols que ells eren alli només per concertar 'execucié
del tractat signat a Utrecht per a I'evacuacié de Catalunya
i prendre possessi6 de Tarragona o Barcelona d’acord amb
la convencid, i que ja hi hauria prou temps per a parlar al
rei Felip dels privilegis dels catalans després de prendre
possessié del Principat...

El comte Staremberg va comunicar aquesta resposta a
la regencia i el Consell de Cent es reuni immediatament.
Mentrestant a la ciutat es produf un gran avalot; la majoria
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de la gent declarava que preferia morir de fam dins de les
muralles que rendir-se al duc: d’Anjou (...).

El comte Staremberg i 'almirall Jennings usaren tots
els esforgos imaginables per pacificar el poble, i prome-
teren que farien noves instancies als comissaris espanyols
per a la confirmacié dels privilegis de Catalunya.

El comte Staremberg va proposar al marques de Ceva
Grimaldi d’anar fins a Sant Feliu, a tres llegiies de Bar-
celona, per continuar les conferéncies per a I'evacuacié del
pais (...).

El 22, les conferéncies es tingueren a 'Hospitalet, a
una llegiia de Barcelona. Levacuacié i cessacié de les
armes foren acordades en aquests termes:

—La cessacié de les hostilitats per terra o per mar
comengcara I'1 de juliol...

—Barcelona sera lliurada quinze dies després...

—Les tropes sota el comandament del duc de Populi
no comengaran la seva marxa envers Barcelona o Tarra-
gona abans del temps estipulat per a I'evacuacid.

El comte Staremberg, després d’informar a la Dipu-
tacié del que shavia acordat a les conferéncies, cosa que
provocd grans murmuris i protestes, marxa de Barcelona
el dia 26 (...) i en el seu quarter, al bell mig de les seves
tropes, va anunciar als catalans que el 15 de juliol tindrien
un altre Senyor (...). Aquesta declaracié ocasion un gran
tumult. Els ciutadans enviaren immediatament un desta-
cament a Montjuic, i van impedir prendre posicions a cap
tropa imperial o espanyola (...).

El 27 de juny, sinforma les tropes holandeses que
podien vendre lliurement els seus cavalls.

El 3 de juliol, setze batallons imperials embarcaren
rumb a Italia.

El 4, els catalans decidiren no sotmetre’s al rei Felip,
ans al contrari, continuar la guerra amb coratge. Formaren
el seu extrcit, i prengueren al seu servei tots els voluntaris
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i miquelets (...). Un vaixell mercant privat, anomenat
Delmas, s oferi per carregar un regiment amb cinc-cents
cavalls (...).

Entre el 8 i el 9, I'exercit holandes i el del palatinat
van marxar del moll de Barcelona (...). Totes les noticies
van confirmar la resolucié dels catalans de defensar-se
fins a les darreres conseqii¢ncies. Els habitants de
Mallorca van seguir el seu exemple (...).

El duc de Populi, en arribar davant de Barcelona,
envia la segiient carta a la Diputacié de Catalunya:

«La present és per assabentar la ciutat de Barcelona
que si no obre les seves portes en el dia d’avui, 29 de
juliol, a exeércit del rei nostre sobira, i es sotmet a la seva
obediencia, l'indult (perdd) ofert per Sa Majestat, amb la
seva gran clemeéncia, no tindra lloc, siné que els seus ciu-
tadans seran considerats com a rebels obstinats i la ciutat
sera assetjada per exercit de Sa Majestat ... »

La Diputacié respongué amb una altra carta al duc
de Populi:

«La singularitat de la carta que la ciutat ha rebut del
seu enemic en el dia d’avui mitjancant un trompeter ha
merescut la nostra més gran atencid, tant pel que fa al seu
estil, com per les seves circumstancies. El trompeter no ha
estat enviat de retorn immediatament perque hem neces-
sitat temps per a considerar de quina manera haurfem de
respondre. Les portes de la ciutat de Barcelona han estat
tancades per defensar la placa del seu enemic (...). La ciu-
tat i tot el Principat persisteixen en la seva resolucié de
continuar la guerra (...). El duc de Populi pot prendre la
determinacié que li plagui amb la resposta lliurada a
aquest trompeter (...). Barcelona 29 de juliol de 1713».

La situacié arriba a tal extrem que els catalans comen-
caren a formar el seu exercit sota el comandament del
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general Villarroel, el comte Puebla i el general Nebot (...).
A Montjuic fou hissada una bandera negra amb aquesta
inscripcié: «Mort o manteniment dels nostres privilegis».
Remeteren grans quantitats de diners a Algeria per com-
prar cereals i altres coses necessaries (...).

Els habitants de Cardona i poblacions dels voltants van
decidir també defensar-se fins a les darreres conseqiiencies
formant cinc regiments als quals donaren banderes negres
amb la divisa «liures o morts».

Mentre aquestes ciutats, i moltes altres, es preparaven
per a una defensa coratjosa, el duc de Populi es va veure
obligat a enviar els seus despatxos a la cort per mar fins
a Valencia, ja que les comunicacions a Lleida van ser
tallades.

La ciutat de Manresa havia estat sotmesa al duc de
Populi, i rebé una guarnicié de 300 espanyols. Perd
larribada de 400 miquelets, enviats per la Diputacié de
Barcelona, aixeca la poblacié en armes, que foragita els
espanyols de la ciutat i declarh la guerra al rei Felip.

Davant d’aquesta tenag resisténcia, les Corts de Franga
i Madrid van comengar a canviar de parer (...). Trobaven
que lexercit comandat pel duc de Populi no era suficient
per a reduir, Barcelona (...) siné que com a minim shau-
ria de preparar una bona esquadra per bloquejar-la per
mar (...).

Es decidi que el duc de Populi faria crides a la pobla-
cié perque es rendis, anunciant que féra massa tard si
esperaven que les bateries es pronunciessin (...). Lluny
d’atemorir-se amb aquestes amenaces, els catalans feren
tornar el missatger amb molta cortesia i amb aquesta res-
posta:

«(...) El motiu que els indueix és la confirmacié dels
seus antics privilegis, isiesta en el seu poder aconseguir-
ho, obriran amb satisfaccié les portes i us rebran».

Aquesta resposta no fou rebuda amb satisfaccié (...)
i es van fer terribles preparacions per reduir-los, perd
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semblava que aixd no els intimidés (...). La segiient carta
n’és prova suficient:

«(...) 'enemic és davant la ciutat, i avui ha comencat
a canonejar el convent de Santa Madrona, ningt a la ciu-
tat té por, perqué¢ hem posat les nostres esperances en
Déu Totpoderds, i estic segur que en poc temps sorpren-
drem el mén sencer (...). Fa sis setmanes que 'enemic es
desplega davant la ciutat; en tot aquest temps puc asse-
gurar que no han aconseguit res, mentre que amb les
nostres tropes, el poble, els voluntaris i els miquelets,
hem mort 3.000 enemics, mentre que nosaltres no hem
perdut ni 100 homes».

Per altres cartes de Barcelona sabérem que:

«(...) el 21 de novembre al vespre, el general Nebot i
en Josep Martini, lloctinent general d’infanteria, abando-
naren la ciutat en gran silenci, amb 4.000 homes dividits
en vuit regiments; i havent penetrat fins al convent de
Nostra Senyora de Gracia, on els castellans tenien un dels
seus principals quarters, van atacar. Passaren 600 homes
per les armes, i feren 400 presoners. Després, els catalans;
es retiraren en ordre cap a la ciutat amb un gran boti de
cavalls i altres coses. Els catalans perderen 100 homes (...)
entre ells el lloctinent coronel de la Diputacié, que fou
molt plorat (...)»

«Larribada de dues grans flotes amb provisions, una
des de l'illa de Mallorca i 'altra des de Sardenya, abasti-

ren suficientment Barcelona per passar tot 'hivern...»

«Els barcelonins augmentaven diariament les seves
forces navals.»

«El general Bracamonte, que atach per sorpresa el
castell de Cardona, fou rebutjat i va perdre 600 ho-
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mes (...). El perseguiren en la seva retirada el coronel
Ferrer i el seu regiment.»

Tot aixd mostra que els afers dels catalans eren pros-
pers, i evidencia el que sén capagos de fer els homes quan
actuen en defensa dels seus drets i privilegis.

Es van emprendre accions molt violentes contra els
catalans, com mostra aquesta carta:

«Mataré 1 d’octubre:

»El Principat de Catalunya esta sent desolat pels des-
tacaments dels generals Bracamonte i Fiennes, que en la
persecucié del general Nebot han destruit totes les petites
poblacions i ciutats on el general s’ha refugiat. Els soldats
no shan estat de saquejar les esglésies i els altars, ni de
cometre tota mena de desordres, violant dones i abusant
de les religioses dels convents. La plana de Barcelona no
ha estat exempta tampoc de les execucions militars (...).
El duc de Populi ha rebut reforgos d’Extremadura, perd
com que no té més de 20 canons, no esta en condicions
datacar la ciutat. Estd esperant cinc vaixells espanyols i
quatre de francesos, sota el comandament de M. du
Casse, per assetjar la ciutat. Tot i aix0, som del parer que
els espanyols volen bloquejar la ciutat i provar de reduir
els seus habitants per la fam.

El 22 d’abril de 1714 arribaren a la rada dos vaixells
mallorquins. En un d’ells hi viatjava el senyor Barbarina,
que portava tres cartes de 'emperador; una per a la
Diputacié del Principat de Catalunya, una per als magis-
trats de Barcelona i una altra per als protectors i generals.
Portava també moltes cartes de 'emperadriu, totes elles
expressaven els millors dels sentiments i contenien en
substancia que:

Sa Majestat Imperial, havent estat abandonat pels
seus aliats, i fins i tot en contra de la justicia, obligat a
retirar els seus exercits d’ajut als seus bons i lleials stibdits,
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contrariament a les seves inclinacions (...) i trobant-se ell
mateix sota la necessitat d’arribar a un tractat amb el rei
més cristid, que va ser conclos a Rastadt; encara ha pre-
servat els seus drets, titols i pretensions a la corona
d’Espanya, i els assegurava que els ajudaria en tot el que
li fos possible, per tal de procurar per a ells els privilegis
reservats a la seva singular fidelitat, fermesa i accions glo-
rioses.

Les cartes de 'emperadriu eren del mateix to i ompli-
ren de gran satisfaccié el poble, que expressa la seva ale-
gria amb una gran processé i amb un 7e Deum cantat
amb gran solemnitat. Aquestes alegrances van continuar
durant dos dies i es dispararen salves des dels canons de
la muralla. Quin exemple s6n la fe i 'amor d’aquest poble
valerds, que sota I'espantosa aprensié d’un setge, amb un
formidable exércit desplegat davant de les seves portes,
pot amb tan poca cosa mostrar aquesta joiosa solemnitat.
Que merescuts tenen aquests stibdits la proteccié i el
favor de qualsevol princep que els governi.

Finalment, s'ordena a I'exércit frances destinat per al
setge d’accelerar el desenvolupament de la seva missid.
Una esquadra bloqueja la ciutat per mar. E1 7 de juliol de
1714 el mariscal Berwick arriba enfront de Barcelona. El
rei frances acabava d’oblidar la intercessié que havia pro-
mes fer a favor dels catalans.

Era d’esperar que el diari del setge provinent de
Franga fos parcial; perd com que no en tenfem cap altre,
era propi veure quines informacions ens donava. Leplleg
d’aquest afer i la coratjosa defensa de la guarnicié catala-
na seran de prou ajut perque el lector pugui corregir les
desviacions.

«Des del camp de batalla davant Barcelona el 26 de
juliol.

»Ahir al mati vam comengar a bombardejar aquesta
plaga (...). El mariscal Berwick va donar 30 pistoles als
canoners per encoratjar-los en la seva tasca.»
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«25 de juliol. El dia 12 el marques de Villarroel, que
comanda la ciutat, envid un trompeter amb una carta
al marques de Guerchi, que immediatament la porta al
duc de Berwick, sense obrir-la. El duc la va fer retornar
també sense obrir-la. El mateix vespre obrirem trinxeres
amb quatre batallons de guardies espanyols, tres del regi-
ment de Normandia, dos d’Artois, un de l'artilleria reial,
deu companyies de granaders i cinc-cents soldats de
cavalleria. El 13, a la tarda, els assetjats atacaren per sor-
presa, el major general Raimondo era el seu cap. El dia
17 a les quatre del mati van compareixer vint desertors a
cavall, entre ells cinc oficials, un anomenat Pontou, un
general major, fill d’'un advocat de Vic, acompanyat del
seu germd, Grenouillas, un brigadier; Margonil, el fill
d’un orfebre, amb el seu germa i altres dos oficials.
Portaven els seus ajudants de cambra i els baguls ben
plens. Aixd va fer sospitar que de fet pretenien anar a tro-
bar el marques de Pual, cap dels rebels del pais, i que van
fer-se passar per desertors en ser interceptats per una
patrulla. El duc de Berwick els envia a bord d’un vaixell
al castell de Penfscola. »

Mentre els catalans continuaven fent una coratjosa
resisténcia, tot Europa sapiadd d’ells. Poca gent podia
abstenir-se de desitjar-los éxit perque els inspirava la no-
cié de llibertat. El Parlament d’Anglaterra, en particular,
prengué el cas en consideracid, i la cambra dels Lords
adreca aquesta carta a Sa Majestat:

«La cambra dels Lords humilment s’adreca a Sa
Majestat el 3 d’abril de 1714. El rei d’Espanya (...)
insisteix a posar els catalans sota les mateixes condicions
en que es troben els sibdits de Castella (...); posem la
nostra més humil i seriosa proposta a vostra Majestat,
perque a vostra Majestat li plagui de continuar la vostra
interposicié de la manera més forta perque els catalans
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puguin continuar gaudint dels seus justos i vells privile-
gis».

La resposta de Sa Majestat fou la segiient:

«Quan vaig concloure la pau amb Espanya vaig decidir
que, sempre que l'ocasié fos propicia, presentaria la meva
interposicié per aconseguir les justes llibertats dels catalans
i prevenir, si era possible, les desgracies a qué estd exposat
aquest poble per la conducta d’aquells a qui més concer-
neix ajudar (...), perd si aixd és veritat, sno ens haurfem de
queixar que els nostres vaixells mercants es facin servir per
a reduir-los? (...)».

Pel que fa al setge de Barcelona la ciutat era cons-
tantment bombardejada malgrat la resisténcia aferrissada
que oposava. El 25 de juliol de 1714 hi va haver una
gran assemblea a PAjuntament de la ciutat. Alguns repre-
sentants volien rendir-se; perd Villarroel, el senyor Pinos,
Basset, un dels principals autors de la revolta del regne de
Valéncia i un important vicari del bisbat, rebutjaren la
proposta; tot assegurant que els socors vindrien del cel.
Davant d’aquestes garanties, es va decidir de persistir en
la defensa; no obstant aixd Villarroel envia la seva espo-
sa a Montjuic, on es recollien les principals dames de la
ciutat.

(Nota: El dia 12 dagost de 1714 sobri la darrera espe-
ranga per als catalans: moria la reina Anna d’Anglaterra.
El seu successor Jordi I, que veia amb simpatia I'heroisme
del poble catala, ordeni al seu ambaixador a la cort fran-
cesa que transmetés a Lluis XIV el seu desig que es garantis
la reduccié de Barcelona per tractar. A les noves amenaces
dels anglesos, el rei francés amenaca amb l'anul-lacidé de la
rentincia a la corona de Franga per part de Felip V. Aquesta
Jou la darrera interposicid britanica.)
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La tempestat arriba a Barcelona I'11 de setembre i va
ser molt sagnant i tenag. Els assetjats defensaren aferrissa-
dament cada pam de terra. La lluita més forta es lliura al
bastié de Sant Pere, que va ser pres i représ onze vegades
aquell mateix dia. Finalment, a les vuit del vespre, per
estalviar a la ciutat el saqueig i la barbarie, tres persones
negociaren la rendicié amb aquestes condicions: les seves
vides estarien assegurades; la ciutat no seria saquejada;
acceptaven rendir-se al rei d’Espanya; es disposaria imme-
diatament la rendicié de Cardona i Mallorca, i finalment
tots aquells que havent servit U'exércit regular no volgues-
sin entrar al servei dels de Franca o Espanya quedarien en
llibertat d’anar on volguessin.

Aquest darrer tractat tampoc no es respecta. Molts ho
patiren immediatament essent desautoritzats i desarmats,
forcats a compensar amb grans quantitats de diners els
actes de pillatge, distribuits per les presons o treballant
com a esclaus a les mines. Bé poden dir els conqueridors
que han d’assegurar les guarnicions en els monestirs i els
convents per preservar-se del ressentiment d’un poble que
encara viu en lesperanca de tenir U'oportunitat de reco-
brar la llibertat i els seus privilegis.

El clergat es distingf durant tot el setge d’'una manera
molt particular. Lluith amb desesperada determinacié i
encoratja el poble amb les seves pregaries i també morint
en defensa de les seves llibertats. El zel de les dones no és
menys remarcable: animaren els seus marits fins a I'ex-
trem. Declararen que volien restar amb ells en tots els
perills i fatigues i treballaren a les trinxeres amb gran ce-
leritat.

Aquest setge va costar als francesos i als espanyols una
suma increible, a més de la perdua de 20.000 homes es-
collits.
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